and vain Babbling 
Siem fulſiy ſo call d; which 
Ke r | cane the Truth. 


6 wth 


Te 10 2. "IB 


03 * N e * 9 

T 5 ] | | ' f 2 4 

2 . 1 | - * I 

'/ L 9 
N 0 5 = 
5 p 2 x x : a 3 
— a 7 34 
VB 0/30 LOA eee 2+ 3 
7 ö A 9 1. ec 1 COLES f wy 'E '* 
y RAISIN LI ASISISI HI PSINADSLLNS. Wk 
[ a | " RR K 


- 


Þ 


Think I ought to give you ſome Account, 
why I did not publiſh the following Let- 
ter Sooner, and why I do it Now. 


the Biſhop _* 
of London, - 
P · 18. IF = Wy 


Ignorance and Weakneſs ; and that I had not fuficiently 
_— A 2 prov'd 


JY 


Rom. x. 10. 


agree in; ſome of which J have _— 


Li! 


prov'd the Armour, which was neceſſary for an Eu- 
chnnte / with ſo great a Champion, as had defy'd the 
Armies of the Living God, But /ince you have 
been in Rutland, both laſt Tear and this, and not af- 
ftorded me your 2 here, as formerly you were 
wont; and that your Letter to me is ſors to, in a 
late [ail by your ſelf, as a full Evidence of the Truth 
of your Dodrine ; and that mayy-wmay take your pe- 
remptory Aſſertions upon "Truſt, from ſo eminent a 
May as your ſelf z and ſince I have Þad Leiſure to ex- 
amine your Quotations, and do find that you have per- 
verted the Scriptures, and abus d \your Authors by an 
untrue and unfair Repyeſentatjon of the Paſſages you 
cite ont of them; I have now ventur'd to ſend: to the 
Preſs my Animadverſions,, and what has occur d to me 
2 this Subject; that 1 might not, by ny Silence, be 
t == your Proſelyte : And becanſe it is not enough 
tohelieve with the Heart, but with the Mouth 
Confeſlion is made unto Salvation; and not con- 
felling the Lord Feſus before Men, is next to the de- 


nying him, 


I do not doubt, but your Leal wil prompt you to a 


Reply ; and therefore allow me to tell you the Metbod, 
in which it will be moſt fair in its ſelf, and ſatiſ- 


factory to me and ethers, who ſhall read it. 


1. Io ſlate your own Doctrine, and to ſhew that it 
z5 conſiſtent with common Senſe, and with the other 


Doctrines of on Holy Religion; which, I hope, we 


jon'd jn my Let- 
ter : For, like the Men of Capua, who wou[d 'not de- 
troy their Magiſtrates, though they extremely diſlik'd 
them, becauſe they could not find better to put into 

their Places ; you ſhould not, in an Age, when many 
ridicule all revcal'd Religion, reproach that, which 
is eſtabliſh'd among us, as being againſt © the Light 


* of Nature and common Seuſe ", till you have 


2 


A 8 


freed 


= - [ i ] 
freed your own Scheme from that OljeGion, and eri. 
dently ſhewn that it is rational and true. 


2. To juſtify the Conſtruction, which yon have 
put upon the Texts, cited by you ont of the Sc1i- 
Ptu / es. 92 5 * 
3. Not to load me with a Multitude of new 
Quotations. For that is to lead me into a Labyrinth, 
where a Man ſo little vers'd in the Fathers, as I am, 
will want a Clue of Thread to bring him ont of it; and 
Jon cannot expect that I ſhould believe they are true, or 
that I will take the Pains to examine them ; for I may 
Juſtly conclude them to be falſe, till you have prov'd 
0 _ in your Letter, which I have look'd into, to be 
| truly and fairly „ated. And ſince * Thoſe are the 
„ Original Principal Texts and Teſtimonies, 
„which concern this important Subject, tis in p. 24, & 
vain to heap up others, which are leſs Authoritative 37. 
and Cagent. Now whether your Quotations be true 
and fair, is a Matter of Fact, which can ſcarce bear 
9 e fir, eafily decided - Aud tho if they 


were true and fair, which I am ſure they are not, it 
would not follow, that I ought to yield to them, Lecanſe 
there may be others, and you your ſelf have mention d 
j ſeveral, which are plainer, clearer, and ſtronger A/ 
ſertions of the Divinity of the Son of: God and 
Holy, Ghoſt, than Thoſe which you have produced 
againſt it: Jet, if theſe be not true and fair, it will 
Follow, that you 'ought+to renouncs tbat Opinion and 
& Dodrne, into which .you have been ſo miſied. Ent, 
notwithſtanding this Advantage, which I have, I dare 
Join Ine with you upon this Point of the Truth and 
Fairneſs of your notations. 


\ , Laſtly, As you have a Right to examine my @uota- +] 

\ | trons, and the Con ſruction of the Texts cited Dy me, 

( I have done yours;) ſo Hall be well pleas'd to 
ee your Obſervations being very ſure that I bave not 

| EY | willully. 


LT 


wilfully prera/icated in repreſenting them and there. 
fore may hope I ſhall not want many Excuſes : But if 


I have committed any Miſtake, I. Hall willingly be cor- 
refed ; for I my ſelf would amend it, if I knew it. 


But I would not Jave you think, that I am pro» 
voking you to a Reply, with any Intention of hip, 
ary more upon this Subjet : For if what I habe fai 


in Defence of our mojt Holy Faith be right, there will 


be no need of it: But if in any Thing J have err'd, 
tis better to rely on the Goodneſs of thoſe in Antho- 
rity, to whom I humbly ſubmit my ſelf, to forgive 
ſuch Fault, than to repeat it, by attempting to ju- 
{tily it. ; | 


Burley, 
Nov. 21. 1720, 


— 


Was ſurprized to find in che Prints, an Ad- 
l vertiſement of your Lotter to me concern- 
i ing the ETERN1TY af the Son of God, 
* 1 and of the Holy Ghoſt, before I had re- 
N ceived ſuch Letter from you, or heard 


- 


of your Intention to write it: | 
But now I have read ir, 1 muſt thahk 
-— "= * you for the Juſtice you have done me, in a pet. 2.4, 
ranking me*with rhoſe, who will not. deny the Lord that bought Pſal, © 
them; and I truſt in him, chat nothing ſhall ever remove me [xxxix.25, 
from this Rock of my Salvation; and I am very ſorry that any Rom. ix. 
in this Age have made him to themſelves 4 Rock of Offence, = £ 
I wiſh I could as well deſerve the .Compliment you make Jam 8 
me, p. 39. and that I and others did ſbem our Faith by our 19 * 
Works; chen that worthy Name by wibich we are called would nat Rom. ii 
| be blaſpbem'd, at leaſt we ſhould give no Occaſion for it ! And , 
tho'T am very far from imputing to jau an) ſuch Faults, yer 
if you conſider how many of your Followers have put away 4 
good Conſcience before they made Shipmxeck of their Faith, and 
what Tendency your Doctrine has to produce the. ſame Effect Biſhop of 
in others, you may find Reaſon to change once mare your Opi: Lon * 
nion, and to conclude, that This, which you now profeſs, „ 16. 
was never taught by our Saviour, who;brought Life and Immor- 2 Tim % 
rality to Light, and came into the World, and ſent his A poſtles 1“ 
70 — Men from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan Act 
Lo God. 8 


J 
Ln 8 7 ey \ 
l a © iff w * 
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I Tim. 1, 
19. 
Letter to 


KXVie 


Bur before I ſay any.more of this, or proceed to the Subject 82 | 
of your Letter, muſt obſerve ſome Paſſages in your Incro- J 
duction 0 vi. | f B : . >: = 2 


1. * That what Mr. Seaton lately pulliſh'd, was writ, ac it P. a. 
* were, in Vindication of. my Proceedings in the Houſe of Lords: 
Now I aſſure you, he did not know of my Intention to make 
„ Ad N chat 


[2] 


that Motion, which I did there ; nor did I know that he had 
any Thoughts of writing on that Subject; nor did I ever ſee 
„it till, it Was in Print... I ſay not this as an. Excuſe for it; it 
 riteds none, and 1 am well pleas'd with it; and 1 muſt, aa 
that how unfortunate ſoever I have been in falling under 
unjuſt and malicious Cenſures of the World, I never hav 
employ'd any Advocates to plead my Cauſe 3 I committed m 
Ways to God, and, Thanks be to him, he has brought for 
inp Righteouſneſs as the Light, even in the Opinion of tho! 
Pſalxxxy, Who in their Turns had been my Enemies, and bad laid to. 
11. Charge Things that I knew not. Beſides, in this particular Caſe 
I needed no Defence; for ſurely, in a Chriſtian Aſſembly, 
tis no Fault to be a Chriſtian ; and they themſelves, who op- 
pos'd the Clauſe which I offer'd, declar'd their Readineſs to | 
ſubſcribe ir, and objected only, that it was not proper to the 
| Bill then before the Houſe, . 
. 2. © The Clauſe which, you ſay, you had a great Hand in prepay 
© ring, was never offer'd to the Houſe ; ſo I had no Opportu- 
nity of 044 ney ir, as moſt certainly I ſhould have done: bu 
indeed I never faw it. Some Lords did in private Diſcour 
tell me, that ſuch a Clauſe, had been put into their Hands 
from you; and I am unwilling to tell you how they treat- 
| ed it. | | | | | 7 54 
F. 1. 3. © Tou ſtile the Clauſe which J offer d, a new Athanaſian Teſt 
| © fo be laid upon Chriſtians, whereby, with the People call'd Qua- 
© kers, they were to profeſs, c. | | 
If you mean chat this is a new Teſt, as being then firſt to 
be introduced into our Law, you are much miftaken. For 
all che Clergy, &c. who are to ſubſcribe our 39 Articles, 
do fully and expreſsly aſſert the ſame Doctrine; and all who 
come to and communicate with our Church, either do own the 


% el PF Gs 


5 . ſame by joining in our Creeds and Litany, or they do moſt 
i groſsly and infamouſly prevaricate with God and Man. 

'P | I will nor fay you are alſo miſtaken in your Inſinuation, 
| | that this Teſt propos'd was taken from the Quakers; for I am 


confident you know that it was impos'd upon them as the Con- 

© | dition of their Toleration; and very reaſonably ſure : For 
5 | when Indulgence was to be granted to Diſſenters, twas in- 
| tended only for Chriſtians, and therefore it was neceſſary 
ro have ſome Aſſurance of their Faith; -ſo that it was a very 

ill- founded Contempt that you caſt upon us, as if we had 

learnt our Creed from Quakers; and I think it is fo too, to 

call it an Athanaſian Teſt : For, great and glorious Champion 

as he was, of the true Primitive Chriſtian Faith; yet it we 

have no other and greater Author of our Faith than Athanaſius, 

I and all Mankind muſt agree with you fo far, as that he is 

not a ſufficient Ground of our Faith, nor would it have been 

the Rock on which our Saviour built his Church, CSS 


Bux 


19] 
' * But if, after all, you mean, by New; only that the Faich we 
profeſs, is not what we learnt from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
and was alſo profeſsd by the Primitive Chriſtians : This is the 
Queſtion between us, and I come now to conſider it, after ! 


have made one Requeſt to you, vix. | l 
That you will not think me ſo vain, as to imagine my ſelf 
capable of managing this great Controverſy as I ought ; and thar 
therefore you will not determine it (I will not ſay by che 
Proofs I ſhall produce, but) by my Weakneſs in urging them 
for the beſt Cauſe may ſuffer by an unskilful Advocare, All 
i fi that 1 promiſe my ſelf is, that what I ſhall offer will appear 
| more than ſufficient to juſtify me in the Faith which I profeſ; | 
and ſince we are obliged to give a Reaſon of the Faith and Hope 1 pet. i. 
| that is in us, and you have ſingled out and challenged into the 15. 
Liſts me the moſt unfit of all others, I may in Juſtice demand 
5 of you, and all others, into whoſe Hands theſe, Papers may 
come, not to impute to me any proud Conceit of my own per- 
formances in a Subject, which we all agree ro be incomprehen- 
ſible, I have never yet affected to be an Author, even in 
Things which I might pretend to be vers'd in, tho' I have been 
ſufficiently provok'd to it : But in the Cauſe of God, I may 
ſay, as in the Caſe of Treaton, every Man is an Officer; and 
therefore I rely upon the Candor of Mankind, at leaſt to 
forgive in me, what God will accept, the Offer of a Wi- 
dow's Mite, | | 
I ſhall now ſtate what I take to be the true Chriſtian Faith, p 
/ and what, I think, you have declared in your Letter to be 
Wie both agree, that there is but One God, Eternal, Immuta- 
ble, &c. * But the Church of England, and indeed all the Chriſtian 
Churches in the World, and with them I an unworthy Member, do 
aſſert and believe, that in the Deity there are Three Perſons ne- 
ceſſarily exiſting, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, Coeternal 
and Coequal. | | | 3 
You aſſert, © That the Son is a Creature made by God the Fa- p. 26, 29. 
* ther, by his own Will, when he thought fit, viz. a little before p 35 
© the Creation of this World, begotten or born after an ineffable 
i | l manner; and that the Holy Ghoſt is a Creature too made by the p 17, 12, 
And you ſum up all in this peremptory Aſſertion, That 552g 5 * 
© the Light of Nature and common Senſe is ſtrong againſt the Atha- 38. | 
naſian Doctrine; the Teſtimonies for it comparatively few and 
© uncertain, but thoſe againſt it very many and very pregnant. | 
This I ſhall examine, and hope to defend our Doctrine 
| againſt ſo bold a Charge, and ſhew that your Doctrine is liable 
to theſe very Objections, | 5 
And here I muſt obſerve, that you are ſetting up a new, but 
awery improper and inadequate Rule, by which we are to de- 


termine this Controverſy ; For tho that which may be * Rom. l. 19. 
7 


— 72 2 Luo. 8 


Mat. Xvi. 


17, 18. 
1 Tim. iii. 
16. 


Heb. X. 1. 
Ver. 20. 
Gal. iv. g. 
GUY e. 
Epic iii. 
19. 
Heb. a 2. 
John i. 9. 


Mattl. vi. 
1 


Gal. iv. 8. 


"of God, is manifeſt to us, yet ſurely the Light of Nature, Fleſh 


Tk = © 


and Blood, could never have diſcover'd to us Chriſt the Sm of 


"tbe Living C; This great Myſtery of Godlineſs, God manifeſted 
in the Freſh, which, even after what has been reveal'd of it, 


till ſurpaſſes our Comprehenſion, 


But if the Light of Nature, and even the Revelation, which 
God made to the Fews from Heaven, could not make the . 
"mers thereunto perfect, but there needed a Second Diſpenſation 


by which we are ſanctify d; are we to be turn'd to theſe weak 


and beggarly Rudiments for our Inſtruction in the Knowledge of 
by which we are to judge of the Revelation which God in 


_ - "theſe latter Times has given us, by ſpeaking to us by his Son, 


and neglect the true Light, which lighteth every Man thatgometh 
into the Horld?2 | e 


However, if we muft be fathoming this Abyſs of the infi- 
nite Wiſdom of God, methinks thoſe, who attempt it, ſhould + 
frame ſuch a Scheme, as is, at leaſt, conſiſtent wich common 


. oor . 

* 

1 
25 


Senſe, how different ſoever it be from the Revelation of God: 


in the Holy Seriptures; for if even the Light (of Nature) tha 
1s in thee be Darkneſs, tow great is that Darkneſs!  _ | 


- T ask therefore, | 15 125 
1. If our Saviour be but a Creature, how can Divine Wor- 


Rom. i. 20. ſhip be paid to him agreeable to the Light of Nature? Or how 
Wr. 25. 


can we change the Truth of God into 4 Lye (which is the Ac- 
count the Apoſtle. gives of it) agteeably to common Senſe? 
And this in ſpight of the many expreſs Texts of Scripture, and 
the firſt Command ment, in doing Service to one, who by Nature 
— | | 7 

For no Excellency whatſoever, ſhort of the Godhead, can 


Iſa. xlii. 8. entitle any Perſon to Divine Worſhip ; for God will not give his 


5 Rev. Xix. 


10. 


Glory to another; and what the Ange! ſaid co St. John, is no leſs 
true in this Caſe, See thou do it not, for I am thy Fellow Servant; 


worſbip God. So that if he be a Creature, he ought not to be 


worſhipp'd ; or if he muſt be worſhipp'd, he muſt be God. 
You may perhaps give me a ſhort Anſwer, wiz. That you 
do not think our Saviour Chriſt a proper and dire f Object of 


Divine Worſnip. Some of your Quotations come very near 


An 


* 


Pal. xcvii. 


7 
Hieb. i. 6. 


Letter to 
the Biſhop 


London, to Feſus Chriſt oni). 


P. 9, 10. 


to it; and you expreſly ſay, and even boaſt, that you newer 
© make the Holy Ghoſt the direct Object of any Doxology at all. The 
Foundation of which muſt be, becauſe you reckon him to be 
a Creature; and this Reafon holds with you in the Caſe of 


the Lord Jeſus, which paſſeth Knowledge; and as to a Rule, 


- 


— 


the Son alſo, But I am unwilling to carry my Suſpicion ſo far, 


becauſe this Worſhip of Chriſt is not only permitted, but 
commanded even to the Angels; Let all the Angels of Ged wor- 


ſhip him. And you acknowledge that ſome of the Seripture- 


Doxologies are directed * fo the Father and the Son jointly, ſome 


2. AG- 


— 
* 
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T3} | 
2. According to the common Senſe and Notion, we have of *1] 
created Beings, whatever is made may be unmade. Can the | 
Sion of God be annihilated ? If this be too harſh Blaſphemy to 
4 be aſſerted, as ſurely it is, then there is a Creature, who, (tha | 
you ſay, he is govern'd by God as his God, yet) is in this Reſpect R 23. 
dc hard for his Creator, who by giving all Power in Heaven and Matt. 
in Earth to the Son, muſt conſequently remain himſelf not om- xxviii. 18, 
nipotent: Or, if he does, the Son is omuipotent too; and chen 
if the Son be a diftin& Being, there are Two Omnipotents, , 
} £\ which is abſurd and contrad ictious: For you fay in your Quo- 
tation out of Clemens Alexandrinus, * The Son cannot be ever ob- P. 16, 
© flrufted, as being Lord of all. The Addition of, eſpecially while 
ye miniſters to the Will of his good and heavenly Father, (which 
moſt certainly he always does, tho eſpecially feems to imply *' *" 
3 that ſometimes he does not ſo) is not given as the Reaſon of IT 
3 this his Trrefiſtibiliry ; but the Foundation of it is, as being 
Tord of all; that is, God, and as ſuch he does always do the 
Will of his Father, for they have but one and the ſame Will. 
But I muſt not let paſs, without obſerving, bow unfairly 
you have tranſlated this Paſſage in Clemens Alexandrinus, as will 
appear by the true rend ring of it; v. e | 
(a) Neither can He (the Son) ever be obſtructed by any other, 
being Lord of all, and chiefly, or moft of all, moſt perfectly miniſtring 
fo the Will of the good and heavenly Father. „ 
And in the very next Line, he is ſaid to be (e) begotten with. 
bt a Beginning; which fully denotes his intimate Union with 
- the Father, and conſequently that he will not, cannot ever be 
obſtructed by him; for, as I aid, they have one and the 
ſame Will. | | 2 f ? by 
3. In another of the Quotations tis ſaid, * That the Son is de- P. 17. 4 
© rivd from the Subſtance of the Father; and yet there is added, | 
© that he is a mide God, created by the Father. How are theſe 
confiſtent ? For if che Subſtance of the Father be uncreaced, 
whatever is of char Subſtance muſt be ſo too; but to be crea- 
ted, and yet to be of an uncreared Subſtance, a created un- :; 44M 
ctented is a Contradiction. N 2 
4. I preſume you do agree, that our Lord Jeſus was a true, 
proper, and meritorious, expidtory Sacrifice, and made full Sa- 1.1 
tisfaction to the Juſtice of his Father for che Sins of Mankind, 5M 
according to this new Covenant of Grace. I ask then, How 
can a Creature (as you aſſert him to be) have ſuch a' Degree 
of Merit, as ro deſerve the Pardon of other Men's Sins? Can any 
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2 p. 33. 


4 

Creature do more than what is his Dutv to do? And the 
reater the perfections are, with which any Creature is endued, 

in the ſame Proportion the greater is his Duty too, ſo that he 

can have no Merit: And it may be truly ſaid of the higheſt 
Luke xvii. created Beings, as our Saviour teaches us to ſay, that we are 


unprofitable Servants, and add nothing to the eſſential Glory of 
God, who was infinitely happy before there were any created 
* and needed not the Service of any Creatures. |. 

It you will y, that Almighty God was pleaſed neverthe- 
leſs to accept this Sacrifice, you may better ſay, that infinite 
Goodnefs might have pardon'd us without any Sacrifice to his 
1 for our Sins, and with the Socinians deny the Merit and 

atisfaction of Chriſt ; and then, I am afraid, I may ſay (as 


1 Cor. xv. St. Paul lays, if Chriſt be not riſen ) our Faith js vain, we are 


yet in our Sins. | | 

But again ; if he be a Creature, the Sxinians ſeem to be in 
the right: For tis hard to reconcile jo the ſuſtice of God the 
laying upon an innocent Perſon, an only begotten Son, in whom 
he was well pleas'd, the Sins and the Iniquities of us all, and 
the Puniſhment of them too; nay, tho' his voluntary Under- 
raking of rhis for us, and his coming into the World for this 
Purpoſe, may, in ſome Sort, anſwer the Objection to the ju- 
ſtice of God, yet it may be too great a Preſumprion in a Crea» - 
rure, to offer himſelf as a Satistaction to the Juſtice of God 
againſt us Sinners, becauſe it implies ſuch an Opinion of his 
own Merit, as would not become a Creature, who (as I ſaid 
before) can have none, | 


5. By your Quotation ont of Irene you agree, that Cen. 1. 
26. Let us make Man after our Image , was ſpoken to the Son 
and Holy Ghoſt; which is one of the Texts which have been 


urg'd for the Proof of the Trinity: But if the Son be a Crea- 


Pſal.). 1. 
P. 11. 


ture, and the Holy Ghoſt the Creature of that Creature, how 
ſtrange would it be, and unbecoming the Majeſty: of the 
Mighty God, (who hath ſpoken and called the World from the ri- 
ſing of the Sun unto the going down thereof ) to take Counſel, as you 
expreſs ir out of Hermas, of his Creatures, in the glorious 


Rom. i. 20. Work of the Creation ; which was a full Evidence to the Hea- 


Rom. Xi. 


N 
Ila. xl. 13. 


then of his eternal Power and Godhead. Who hath been his Coun- 
ſellor, ſaich St. Paul? Or being his Counſellor , hath taught bim, 
faith Iſaiah ? e | | 1 

Somewhere I have read of a Philoſopher, who, reading the 
firſt Chapter of Geneſis, was in Ad miration of it, ſaying, Ic 
was the nobleſt and moſt proper Account, and beſt ſuited to 
the Majeſty and Omniporence of the ſupreme God; that (to 


uſe the Pſalmiſt's Expreſſion ) could form the Heavens by his 


PC, xxxili. 
5 


Word, and all the Hoſt of them by the Breath of his Mouth. Thus 
much the Light of Nature and common Senſe could teach: 
And has Revelation extinguiſh'd- this Light? No ſure , for 

| . | whom 


LF-1 
whom they not Knowing worſhipp'd, this has declar'd to us: We v ey vole 
do not doubt bur that all Things were made by the Word ; but os. 
then we ſay too, that therefore the Word was God: For He, that Acts xvii, 
built all Things, is God, This Doctrine anſwers all Difficulties, 23. 
and 'tis much eaſier to believe a Myſtery, which has been re- John i, 
veal'd by the Spirit of Truth, tho' ir ſurpaſſes our Compre- v. 1, 2. 
hen ſion, than to reconcile to our Underſtanding, common Heb. iii. 4. 
Senſe, and the Light of Nature, how a Creature can be om- p | 
nipotent, or be made a God, or was made God, (as you and your 5 13. 3 
Authors, as Ton Cit? them, aſſert ) by that God, who ſays, Is +, * 
there a Cod beſide me? Tea, there is no God, I know not any, = es 
6. If the Holy Ghoſt be the Creature of Jeſus Chriſt, as you NI 22+ 
aſſert; and if Jeſus Chriſt took the Manhood into God, as 
we ſay, or into that excellent Being made by God , as you 
Jay ; for I preſume we both agree he was truly Mun, and that 
all together he was upon Earth One Perſon z how is it recon» 
cileable ro common Senſe , that the Creature ſhould form any 
Part of him, by whom he himſelf was created? For the Holy 
_ Ghoſt overſhadow'd the Bleſſed Virgin, and that, which was Takes! 
eonceiv'd in her, was of the Holy Ghoſt, Did he, who ar firſt Mat 522 
made Man, and could raiſe his own Body from the dead, want * 
the Help of his Creature to form a Body for himſelf in the 
Virgin's Womb ? Again it is faid , God giveth not the Spirit by John iii, 
Meaſure to him; Did he want his own Creature to aſſiſt him 34. 
in his miraculous Works here on Earth? Could he make him, and ; 
ye ot have him without the ſpecial Gift of God? Could he ſend john xvi, 
im Jo his Diſciples (as he ſays, I will ſend him to you) and could - 
he not take him to himſelf. But the Belief of Three Perſons 
in the Godhead ( tho' the Scriptures mention them as the 
Creator, the Redeemer, and the Sanctifier of Mankind) frees 
us from the inconſiſtent Difficulties of your Scheme, becauſe 
they concur as one God, in tHe Creation of the World, and 
the Redemprion of Mankind. 5 = | 
Theſe Things may be ſufficient to ſnew, how much better PC : 
and ſafer it is for us not to exerciſe our ſelves in Things 00 — 
High and wonderful for us, nor to ſeek Things roo hard for us, 1 
leaning to our own Underſtanding, leſt we be wiſe in our own Con- e _ 
ceits, and incur the Cenſure, which one Man after God's own * Oc 
. and another the Wiſeſt Man, have fix'd upon ſuch bold 25 _—_ 
Attempts. IE 5 
* this 8 appear to be = more our Duty, by confider- 2 
ing the Conſequences which ſuch Doctrines have had, and may 8. SS 
ſhi have — Minds of Men. For, 4 | _— 
1. Tam confident that the Doctrine of Arius, which ſpread 
it felt ſo lar ty and chietly in 4½4 and Africa, may be truly 
laid to have laid the Foundation of Aabometaniſm, which that 
Impoſtor built upon it: For when that Heretick Arius had af. 
ferred the Unity of the Godhead in ſuch Terms as to exclude 


- the 


the Son and Holy Ghoſt, making our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to be 


no more than a Creature, which any Prophet is, tho' one be 
ſuppos'd the older and more excellent Creature of the Two; ir 


became eaſy for homer to perſuade the Minds of Men, ſo 


rt Thel. ii. 
1, 12. 


Rs Kiit. 


46. 


1 Cor. i. 
23. 


prepar'd, to receive his Doctrine, (which in a great Meaſure 
agreed with that of Arizs ) and himſelf as a. Prophet, who 
ſhew'd them ſtill a more excellent Way And it was a juſt Judg- 
ment from Heaven to ſend them a ſtrong Deluſion, that they ſhould 
believe a Lye, becauſe they received not the Love of the Truth; 
or rather, when they had receiv'd it, put from them the Word of 
God, and by fo doing had judg'd themſelves unworthy of ever- 
laſting Life. | | h 


2. It muſt alfo have as ill an Effect upon the Jes, by har- 
"oy them in their Infidelicy and Blaſphemy: For as the 
Crucifixion of Chriſt was at firſt a Stumbling-block to them, 
who had heard out of their Law, and expected that their Meſ- 


John xii. „ab ſhould abide for ever; ſo it muſt be no leſs a Stumbling- 


. 


P. 30. 


block to be told, that their Meſſiah is a mere Creature, if they 


have an Opinion that he is to be the Son of God, God equal 


- to God ; as, I ſhall ſhew by and by, was the Notion and Be- 


lief of their Forefathers; and therefore, not This Doctrine, as 


. you ſay, but Tours will appear a ſtrange Doctrine to the Jews; 


John vii. 
33. | 
John ix. 
28,29, 


and if Chriſt be no more than a Prophet, they will hardly be 


induced to believe that he was greater than their Father Abra- 


ham, or than Moſes, whoſe Dilciples they are, and who know 


that God ſpake to him. 


3. Conſider what Advantage you give to the Scepticks of 
this Age, who deny all reveal'd Religion: For they will think 
they have as much Right to the Light of Nature and common 
Senſc as your ſelf; for this is the moſt equally divided of any 
Thing in the World, becauſe every Man thinks he has enough 
of it; tho' that very Thought 1s a tull Proot chat he has not 
ſo. Now very probably yon may confirm them, by the Au- 
thorities you have fo confidently ted, in the Disbelief of the 
Religion into which they were bapiized ; becauſe all Men are 
apt to believe thoſe in the riglic wii favour their own Opini- 
ons or Wiſhes; but I cannot think they will be convinced by 
thoſe Authorities to embrace your Scheme of Religion; and 


then they will recur to the Sutficieticy of their own. common 
Senſe ; and I hope I have thewn, that your Scheme is not to 


be ſupported by common Senſe; and 1 hope to ſhew, that it 


is not co be ſupported by Scripture neicher; which is wreſted 


by you to a Senſe very differcar irom the plain Meaning of the 


x Cor. xv. 
11. 

1 Cor. i. 
21. 


Texts themſelves, which you quote, and of many other Places 
both of the Old and New Teſtament, expreſly aſſerting the 
Doctrine, which St. Paul aud the Apoſtles ſo preach'd, and ſo 
we believe; being aſſur'd that the World by Wiſdom cannot 
know God; chat is, fo know as he is reveal'd to us by the 

| 1 55 Ff Goſpel, 


„ Ta AM 


Goſpel, not in the Words which Man's Wiſdom teachetl bus which.1 


1. You ſay; * Theſe, which you have cited, are the principal P. 24. 


© Original Texts and Teſtimonies, which concern the important Sub- 


© Son of God, and againſt his Coeternity with the Father. 

And yet you have quoted but Six Texts our of the Bible, 
and Two of them are our of the Apacrypba, which is indeed al- 
low'd by the Papiſts, but not by Proteſtants, as a ſufficient 
Ground for eſtabliſhing any Article of Faich. Bur however, 


2. As for your Teſtimonies ; I cannot pretend to ſo much 


Learning, as to diſcuſs them with you, as I ought: But I am 
aſtoniſh'd that you have dared to 4 . appeal to ſo many great P. 40. 


« Men of our Church, as you have named, for the Truth and Fair- 
« neſs of your Quotations and Aſſertions : For I make no Doubt, 
bur I my ſelf ſhall be able to ſhew that they are neither fair nor 
true. | | 


And when you have made good your Claim to the Ante- 


nicene Fathers, by confuting what the Reverend Biſhop Bull has 
Publiſh'd of their Senſe, and when you or any Man elſe has 


given a juſt Anſwer to the excellent Tracts writ by Dr. Water- 
land, in Vindication of Chriſt's Divinity; then, and nor till 


then, will it be proper or decent to triumph as you do, That P. 38. 


the Teſtimonies for our Docfrine are few and uncertain; and then 
© alſo there will be no need of thoſe very many and pregnant ones, 
* which, you ſay, are againſt it -* Beſides, ſhould they prove to 
be ſuch as you have cited in your Letter to me, which it ſeems 


are the beſt you can produce, they will be like Arrows ſhor up 
towards Heaven, they will fall upon your own Head, but do 


your Adverfary no Harm, 
Among your Teſtimonies, I find Two taken from yews, who 


| ſurely are very improper Evidences againſt the Divinity of our 
Saviour, tho' they may be very good Witneſſes to prove the 
Divinity of the Meſſiah, when they expreſly aſſert it, or ſay: 


what neceſſarily tends to it, as I hope to ſne w. 


Cor. ii. 
the Holy Ghoſt teacheth. For the natural Man receiveth not the 13. 
Things of the Spirit of God, for they are Fooliſbneſs to him; neither Ver. 14. 
can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcern'd. | 

I come now to your Texts and Teſtimonies, of which I 

have ſome few Things to obſerve, 


_ © jeft before us, viz. The voluntary Generation and Creation of the P. 2 Go 


6th Artic. 
theſe and the others I thall examine by and by. of 


But as you ſum up your Evidence, ſo you alſo give me a — 


Summary of your Faith, as before-mention'd ; but I am ſur- 


priz'd to find it deduced from Authors, who in the Places you 


Un ——_ 


4 Archbiſhop Wake, Biſhip Hooper, Biſhep Smalridge, Biſbep P. 40. 


Potter, Ce. 


; | : cite 


n 


\ 


14. 
19. 


36. 


20. 


375 


32. 
36. 


P. 17. 


P. 24. 


p. 13. 


it to be tranſplanted into Chriſtianity ß? 


140 
eite out of them, aſſert Propoſitions inconſiſtent with, and con- 
tradiflory to the ſeveral Articles of that Faith which you pro- 
Feſs : Now either you ought to rake all they ſay for true, 
which, if your Quotations were fair and juſt, is impoſſible ; 
or if you take that Part only, which you like beſt, then 'tis 


not upon their Authority that you do it; for their Authority 


is as ſtrong for one bart as the other; but you chuſe what 


| ſuits with your Notions, which you had taken up from ſome 
other Reaſons, perhaps your Light of Nature, or your common 


Senſe z and the moſt, that theſe Authorities can ſignify, is ro 


countenance you in your Opinions; and yet they can be but of” 
little. Uſe even to this, it they be inconſiſtent with themſelves ; 


as will appear by ſome Inſtances. 


1. You will take it ill, if I ſhould not allow that the Teſtl- 
monies you have quoted, did aſſert that the Son of God was a 
Creature, made, begotten by the Will of his Father, or created ; 


ſo I need not mention them here: And for the preſent, till I 


come to examine them, ler it be granted. 
But of theſe very Teſtimonies ſome do likewiſe aſſert, 


Him to be God, 

He was a true God, or truly God. 

God produced a Spirit like unto himſelf, who ſhould be ended 
with the Powers of God the Father. 

The Sum alone is honoured with the Paternal Dignity. 

God the Word, IS 

You your ſelf, ſpeaking of the Place in the Hebrews, of the 
Eternal Spirit, do ſay, perhaps this Place belongs to the Di- 
vine Nature or Word it ſelf in Chriſt. | 

And you ſtile him, our Lord and God Chriſt Feſus. 


And you argue out of Euſebius, That the Holy Ghoſt is not 
| God, becauſe he did not receive his Generation from the Fa- 
ther The Conſequence of which Argument is, that Chriſt 
muſt be God, becauſe he did receive his Generation from the 


Fatber. 


Now that the Son of God ſhould be truly God, the true 
God ; that the Divine Nature, the very paternal Dignity ſhould 


be in him; that he ſhould have all the Powers of God the Fa - 
ther, and yet be only a Creature, is what I cannor poſſibly un- 
derſtand or reconcile, bur muſt leave it. ro your common 


— 5 | 

A made Cod, as you ſtile him from Origen ; or an only begot= 
ten God, from Euſebius, in the Senſe which you give it, viz. - 
the ſame as created, may become the Heathen Mythology and 


Theogony, tho' the wiſeſt even of them contemned it: And is 


* 


ny. 


[an ] 


What you quote out of Epiphanizs, of Origen's Opinion, P. 17+ 
ſhews plainly, that he thought ir very abſurd, perhaps impi- | 
ous. * For, ſays he, when Origen ſays the Son js a made God, 

* he plainly determines, that he is but a created Being; and this 
p — juſtly cenſures, by calling it a bold Attempt on 


I do not pretend that all Origen's Opinions can be defended, 
he was a great Platoniſt; and as they were ſome of the firſt 
who embraced Chriſtianity, ſo they were alſo ſome of the for- 


 wardeſt to corrupt the Simplicity of it, by grafting into ie 


ſome of their Notions. But in this Particular before us, tho' 
Epiphanius, who wrote above a Hundred Years after the Death 
of Origen, charges him with chis Opinion, yet Pamphilus, who 
liv'd in or near the Time of Origen, and wrote an Apology for 
him, declares Origen's Sentiments of the Trinity as Orthodox, 
and in Terms as plain, as afterivards the Nicene Council and 
Athanaſius himſelt expreſs'd che Doctrine which we now pro- 


feſt; and if the Writings of Origen were corrupted even in Epiſt. ad 


his own Time, as he himſelf complains they were, they might Char. in 
be much more ſo after his Death. And Fampbilue, who was Alexan- 
himſelf a Martyr, may Juſtly be preſum'd to ſtate truly, as dria, an- 
well as to know better, what the Opinions of Origen were, than nex'd to 
Epiphanius, for the Reaſon I have mention'd, Beſides, if choſe Pamphi- 
Tracts of Origen, which, by your Quorations our of them, you 1us's Apo» 


acknowledge to be genuine, do furniſh me with Paſſages 1 4 789, 


and clearly expreſſing the Doctrine of the Trinity z aud if your 
Quorations our of him to ſupport the — do not amount 
to it, or are not fairly and truly repreſented by you, as I hope 


to new; then I may conclude that Origen's Opinion is more 


truly ſtated by Pamphilws than by Epiphanius; and that you 
have very ill ſupported Epiphanius s Charge againſt him. 


a. A Second Inſtance of the Inconſiſtency of your Quorations, 
and which indeed is a Contradi@ion, is, that in them it is 


ſaid | 

The Son of God 

Was made of a Subſtance be- | Was deriv'd from the Subs 

" gotten, or made by God, | ANtance of the Father. 

P. 12. He was a Subſtance , be- | P. 17, Derivd from the Sub- 

— by the Divine | ſtance of the Father. 
wer, | | | 

P. 12. 4 Being, begotten, made, | P. 13. God begat of himſelf 4 
created, becauſe his Sub- certain rational Power, 
ance is not any Thing un- which is call'd by the Holy 
begotten, * Sir ſometimes Son, ſome- 

| times | 


| P, 3 a+ [2] p. 26. 


Et: [ 12] 
P. 32. The very Subſtance of our | P. 26. My. Whiſton's Account 
Saviour was not the unbe- | of the Notion of the An- 


gotten Subſtance of the Fa- | cients is, This Word was 
ther, but was it (elf in an ineffable Manner 
begotten by the Divine. begotten or created out of 


Power. bis (God's) Subſtance in- 
| | to a real ſubſiſting perſon 
P. 33. Diony ſius ſuppoſes not on- P. 19, Fndued with all the Pow- 


ly a Difference of the Sub- ers of God the Father, 

72  ſiſtences of the Father and p. 20. Euſebius ſays, God 
| the Sor but a Diverſity | the Word was alone, be- 

| of Subſtance, an Inferio- gotten of him ( ans 
rity of Power, and a Dif- out of him, as is ſaid be- 

| ſerenee of Gloy, 2 fore, b. 26. out of his 


Subſtance) by a Commu « 
nication from him that 
f | begat him, and he was 
1 . declared God of God; 
W | | | ( which are the very 
Words of the Nicene 
= RE creed.) And, | 
P. 36. The Father, Sin, and Ho- | P. 16. The Efflux of the Eter- 
ly Ghost are Three Sub- nal Light N is, in 
ſtances, | the Words of the Nicene 
| (reed, Light of Light.) 


But I muſt obſerve, in your Quotation above - mention'd out 
of Euſebius, Demonſtr, Evang. I. 4. C. 18. your Tranſlation ot 
UM T8 Wor oner Or, by a Communication from him that begat, 
is nor juſt and proper; tor it ought to be render'd, By 4 Com- 
munion, a Participation or taking part of him that begat. So 
ue is tranſlated, Heb, ii. 14. he took part, and fo ueny © 
is render'd in ſeveral Places of the Scripture z for were is of 
the ſame Signification as xorrers, to have in common ; which laſt 
\ Word is us'd in the ſame Text, Heb. il. 14. in the ſame Senſe 
as were is there ud; and f is rehder'd Chmmnnior 
1 Cor. K. C6. And I find itt my Texicon, that wary , proprid eſt ; 
Ne Greek em alhgie haberey and that the La- have he other Word to 
Word for expreſs It, but only by participare, of partlelpem efſe 2 $6 that 
Gommuni- Communion, partabing, or taking part of bim, is fomething more 
care # xr kllan @ Communication from him. This laft ſignifies, imparting 
„d but to another What Was not his before; Communion is, having in 
\ ora Common What bath Partners have an equa! Right to, The Diffe» 
( fi.nifies renee therefore is very materſal; unleſs you mean that what 
1. Commune was communicated from Gad rhe Father, was his own Sub- 
algqard ſlance, (as you fay was the N» jon of the Ancients ) and the 
if hahere. Cnicquence of this L have already thewu to he, that he muſt 7 
| |! P. 26, be Uncreaved ; and then you mu't ackuowledge rhe Words - 4 
0 


| 61%0voulay. 


[ 13 ] 
rhe Nicene Creed to be true and proper, that he is à , of 
one Subſtance with the Father, 

Do not object to me, that I am dividing the Divine Eſſence, 
and ſo making Two Gods: For as in the above-mention'd 
Text, Heb. ii. 14. by taking part of the ſame, he had the whole 
human Nature, and was perfect Man; ſo as God, he had the 
whole Divine Nature, the Fulneſe of the Godhead, in him; and 
was perfe& God: And as by having the whole human Nature 
in him, he was not a/ Men, but one Man; ſo by having the 
whole Divine Nature, he was not all the Perſons, but one Perſon 
in the Holy Trinity. And chis is the Language of Tertullian, as 
alſo of Euſebius, Origen, &c. (as I ſhall herein after mention) 
© Three Perſons, not by Section or Separation of the Divine 
« Eſſence, but in Rank and Order according to the Divine 


And this is ſuch a Myſtery, that Euſebius ſays, (i) that no Ecc!. Hifl. 
Words can be found ſufficient to expreſs the Generation and J. 1. C. 2, 
Dignity, the Eſſence and Nature of Chriſt, And Origen ſpeaks p- 
to the ſume Effect: (*) There are ſome things, whoſe Signification , l. 4+ 
no Man can properly explain by any Words of human Language: For, c. 2. 
as he ſays, (I) God only Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, hath the — 2 | 
3 of himſelf, I have yentured to quote this Book of Apo. 
Origen, becauſe Euſebius has ſaid the ſame; and ſo dyes the f. 751. 
Scripture too: For no Man knoweth the Son, but the Father ; nel- Matt, xi. 
ther knoweth any Man the Father, ſave the Son. Which Text is 27. 
frequently opp'y by the Ancient Fathers, to denote the In- 
comprehenſibility of the Divine Nature of Chriſt; and fo it is 


ſaid of the Word of God, Rev, xix. 12, He had a Name written, 


that none knew but he himſelf. 


And therefore I may much more expect from your Juſtice 
ſuch a Conſtruction of my Expreſſions in this Letter, as is ſui- 
table ro the Faith for which I am pleading, 

I proceed to the particular Examination of your Teſtimo- 
nies, ( thoſe, I mean, which are taken out of ſuch Books as 1 
have in my Library) aud ſhall ſhew, that your Quotations are 
neither fair nor true; and (hall follow the Order in Which you 


| have placed them in your Letter, when 1 have made fome Fur: Demonſt, 


ther Obſervations upon your Quotation above-mention'd out of Kvang. 
Eujebitt, I; 4: E 15% 


* : * 


het de uy g tia als N tau Tie d ech A 
ese Ene dy Hs * e 94 = 8. "a W 4 

(*) Sunt quædam quorum fignificationem proprie nullus om- 
ning poteſt humane linguz ſermonibus explicare, 


Cell Otam e ier, Pia Ic Spirirus Sanctus fu 


' 7 op | Which 


1.01 
Which you render, p. 20. | But in the Creek it runs thus: 


gotten of him by a Communica- | ticipated of the Divine, to all 
tion from him that begat him, | incommunicable, Paternal Fra- 
mho was the Unbegotten, the | grancy z and being alone begotten 
firſt and the greater Being * And | of bim; and by a Patticipation, 
he was declar'd God of God, | or taking Part of him who begat 
and call'd the Chriſt and the | him, who was the Unbegntten, 
Anointed, | and the Firſt, and the Greater, 
being manifeſted to be God of 
| God, was call d Chriſt, and the 
Anointed, CO 


The piſferenet between theſe Two Tranſlations is obvious z 


unjuſt and untair you have been in reprelenting it, 


1. You have omitted the firſt Part of it, tho! it was the pro- 
er Introduction to the Coucluſion of it; and indeed the Reg- 
fon why the Word of God was call'd Chriſt and the Anointed, 
viz. becauſe he wits anointed with the Divine, Incommunicable , 
Paternal Pragrancy z but this did not ſult With your Dofrine 
being tov ſtrong an Aﬀſertion of his _— z for if he had & 
the Divine, the very Paternal Attributes of God, Feommunica= 
e to aff Greathres, then furely he is not a Creature, for it Will 
be grofs Blafphemy to affert it; he muſt be God. 


#. 1 have before obferv'd your Tranflation of wag} by 4 
Eommunicariony; F now add, Why doe you tranflate ws 
ee ( by a Communication from bm that begar f For 


Senſe : For ſuppoſing Communication were a proper Signifi- 
cation of wer, there muſt he a Communication of ſomething, 


| | in your Tranſlation nothing is ſaid to be communicated, bur in 
Fuſebius the Communication is of him that begat: And this was 
very proper to What follows it. For, 


3. You have left out the word And, which ſhould have pre- 
1 ceded, by a Communication z and inſerted it before, He war de- 
a : clared God, that your Reader might think he was begot by a 


1 6 
1 


— — 


— — 


| ©) Tis Seine x aetorv of kom eviiy mares evedYa; warts 
1 | Nb v5 ou Us aw 74 union Indy Ne, U R, „ Th 
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God the Word was alone be-“ (") God the Word having par- | 


and what I ſhall obſerve upon this Paſſage, will ſhew how very 


if, Grammar will noe bear itz and 2%, Neither will good. 


as well as a Perſon from whom the Communſcatſon is made; bur 


_ Commu« 


[15] 
Communication from him, of ſome Created Subſtance, as you 
7 - fay in your Letter; and that Euſebius in this Paſſage, by your 
9 quoting it, ſupported that Opinion; yet this is far otherwiſe: f 
| For tho! it be true, that he is the only begotten Son of God, 
F becauſe he partakes of him that begat him; yet the Intent of 
Euſebius in this Place was not to prove that Propoſition, but to 
ive a Reaſon why and how he was God of God, viz. by a 
Partic ation of God, | 
And therefore if you would allow Euſebius to ſpeak for him- 
ſelf, and his own Senſe, it is plainly this: That God the Word 
is the only begotten of the Father that he is truly God, for he 
artakes of him, and his Divine Nature and Effence ; and becauſe 
e is anointed with all the Divine, Incommunicable, Puterna At- 
ö tributes, he is til'd 67ſt, and the Anointed, 
% _. And though he that begar, is (aid to be the Firſt and the 
1 Greatey ;; yer this muſt be underſtood, as others, Wile have us'd 
the like Expreſſions, have explain'd them, viz. in. Rank and 
Order, not in State and Dignity mand En/eblys, in this very Place, 
des on and cites the 43rh nam ver. 6, 7. Thy Throne, O Got 
for ever and ever, &c. as St. Pan! had applied ir, #29, | and 
a my after ſtiles him (un) Copartner in the Throne with the God 
over al. | | 
What 1 have to fiy to your Quotation out of Juſtin, that b. 12. 
Chriſt is the Firſt-born, will be — 7 — —4 come to 
the Text elted by you out of the 69% Hint. | | 
Your Two firft Quotations out of his Dialogue With 75% P. 13. 
are . your Tranflation of web Gt; before the : 
World, ( which is indeed equivalent to the literal rendering 
before the At) Will not Warrant What you mean by ie, ds if 
there Were a Time when he Was net as Will appear in the Se⸗ 
ao of this Letter, and indeed in this very Paſſage i Fer when 
Ypha had ſumm'd up Faſtin's Aﬀertion, % 247, which he had 
been proving, viz, That Chriſt being Gad, proexiited before all 
Ny was begotten and made Man ; he adds, (un) This i not only 
a Paradox, but is alſa faaliſn. Which (hews haw he under- 
ſtood Faſtin, vir, that he was truly God in the higheſt Senle; 
for otlierwiſe, a Few, who believ'd that Angels had been often 
ſent and appear'd in human Shape, would never have call'd it 
Paradox and Folly to aſſert, that a Creature, tho' never ſo 
excellent, ſhould come into the World, 
Your Third Quotation, Who war God before the World was Dial, 


made, muſt be readily agreed to, and will by no Means be þ, 296, 
ſubſervient co your Plepoſe For 0 y n 5. 276 
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s, Cr 9s 
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2. 142, 


k.cci, Hiſt . 


p. 6, 7. 


on d, that the Expreſſions in the Old Teſtament j whenever there 


of Juſtin, taken from 5. 284, 285. 


after theſe Words, Begotten voluntarily (by the Will) of the Fa- 


16 
Duin was proving, that One of the Three who appear'd t6 
eee, and Was calld and written in Seripture to be God, 
aun was God before the World was made, Was another Perfon 
Aileen tom him Whe made all Things ; F mean, fays he, 
Vi Aer nor in WH, And then he proceeds to feveral fuel 
other wagte of tis Doctrine our of rhe Seriprures, 
lere | muſt not ler flip this Occaſion to take notlee of your 
very confident Aflertion, © That the Ancient Chriſtlans ever al- 


* was Vile Perſon appear'd, were jpoken by the Son, as the J- 
age of the Tnuifible God, of as repreſenting and perſonating his 
© Either , as his Miniſter and Vicegerent z and that they never 
© look'd tpn them ds true in the higheſt Senſe of the Son. The 
contrary is moſt plain by the Inftatces in Juſtin, who draws 
the ſame Conſequences from them, as do how the Moderns. 
And Dr. Hammond ſayt, That har the general Opinion of the 
Ancient Fithers of the Church,” that he, who appear d of old to the 
Patriavebt, was not the Firlt, but the Seeend Perſon jn the Trinity 1 
and that thefe his Appear ances were Preludia Thearnationis, 
(8) And Tertilfian lays, M Was the Syn of God who ſpoke to Moſes, 
And Fuse ii lays expretely, (h) ir was Chrift who appear'd to 
Arabam; and he fhiles him God , and that Abrabam ware 
ſhipp'd him as Gade: And adds, That it was impious to [ay that 
theſe Appearances of God were only of Angels , the Miniſters of 
Got, | | 


Excuſe this Digreſſion ; and I return to your Quotation out | 
- And I ask, 0 
Why did you ſtop fo unfairly by drawing a Line 


ther; for the very next Words are, (i) But not ſuch as we ſee 
begot ten among us « And then he goes on to illuſtrate the Gene- 
ration of the Son of God by the Similitude of a Word ſpoken 
by us, and of a Fire kindled by another Fire, which is not 
leſſen'd by that which was kind led by it, but remains ſtill che 
fame. () © To me, ſays he, will bear Witneſs the Word of Wiſ- 
dem, himſelf being that God begotten of the Father of all things, 
© and being the Word , and Wiſdom, and Power, and Glory of 
© hin that begat him, as Slomon favs. And here is inſerted a '% 
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created Wiſdom the Beginning of 


(pF Y 
great part of the B8ch Chapter of ProverÞ+,. as a Proof of 
What P pp had feld and then, as a further Preef, he quotes 
the 1ft of Geneſis, Let ut make Man, &e. — he fa by was 
fpoken at leaft to the Sen of Gad , ( as Origen does alfa in Is 

omment on St. John, J. 8. 5. 249.) and makes je an Evidenee 
of his Divinity, and expoſes the abſurd Anſwers of the Fews | 
and then adds rhe other Text, Man is become like one of ut, as 
full Proof of the Son's Divinity, ſaying , 9 Does not the S 
ing, Like one of us, denote af leaſt TWo who ſubſiſted together 
with each other ? And can the Doctors ſhew it was ſpoken to Angels, 


n 0 mate Man's Body the Creature of Angels! 
hen follows the latter Vart of che Quoration which you 


have rendred very differently from the Original, as will appear 


by comparing them. 
Mr. WHt8TON In the GREEK, 


© But the Produltlon which | Cn) But Indeed this Begor- 
© yeally proceeded from the Ha- ten of the Father was with 
© they before all Creatures, was | the Farher before all bis Works, 
© with the Father , and to him | and with him the Father con- 
© did the Father ſpeak, as the | ferr'd, as the Ward by Solomon 
6 Ward declares by Solomon ; | has declar'd ; For that he bim. 
For in the Beginning, before | ſelf was begotten by Cod, both 
Creatures, this very Off- | the Principle „Before all his 
* ſpring was produced by God, | Works, and his Offipring, which 
which by Solomon is ſtil | is by Solomon call#® Wit: 
* Wiſdom, | dom. 

To this very ill Tranſlation 
you add your own worſe Com- 
ment, [Alluding to Prov. viii. 
22. Oc. where tis ſaid, God 


LS 


bis Ways far his Works. } 


Juſtin does indeed quote the 8th of the Proverbs, as I have 
before obſery'd ; but tis to prove the direct contrary , both of 
what by your Tranſlation you wiſh him to ſay, and of your 
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P, 137 


1 | P. 15. 


P. 30. 


1 - 
Conſtruttlon of the 8th of the Proverbr z and therefore you uſe 
him and your Reader very hardly, to fay, he alludes to this 


Chapter for the m___— of both, 


Ahd you have taken great Liberty in tranſlating Ke ( not - 


dex) In the Beginning, ſor tis turning the Nominative into 


the Dative Caſe, | 
I think ir is plain, by the whole Tenor of Juſtin's Diſcourſe, 
that it is fo far from countenaneing your Opinion, that it aver= 
throws it y and therefore | (hall make no further Comment up- 
on It, but what Thees Anſwer, which you quote, gives me 
Occaſion to do: He ys Let bim be own'd by you, as Lord, 
Chriſt and God, as the Striptures declare: But for u, who are the 
Worſhippers of that God, who made him, we fland in no need of ſuch 
a ConteſMion, or [xch « Worſhip. | 
From this Paſſage it is plain, that Tryphy acknowledges that 
the Scriptures declare Chriſt to be Lord and God; and tho' he 
ſays, b. aBy. (n) That he was aſtoniſÞ'd with the many Texts 
cited by Zuſtin, and particularly Znew not what to ſay to that 
of Ifaiah, I am God, and will not give my Glory to another; yer, 
with the Obſtinacy of a Few, he ſtill ſtiles him a made God, 
and thus far you tread his Steps, tho' 'tis an odd. Sort of 
hriſtianity thar is learn'd from a 18 But then his Objectl- 
on to this Notion is * very juſt, That they, who worſhip 
the Cod that made him, have no Need of ſuch a God, or ſuch 4 
Worſhip z and ir is incumbent on you, who profeſs this Ho- 
Arine, to give ſome Anſwer toit; for till you da, the 3 
are not like to be your Proſelytes, tho' you boaſt againſt us, 
that 'tis our Doctrine which gives them Offence. ; 
I proceed to your other Teſtimonies , which you repreſent 
ſo partially, and in ſuch a manner, as, by the like Method, a 
Man may prove, even out of the Scriptures, any the maſt ab. 


ſurd and impious Propoſition, 


In your Quotation out of Athenagoras , in which the Son is 
ſaid to be the Firſt Produftion of the Father, not as 4 Bein 
made z you add of your own, (for 'tis not in the Book) on? f 
nothing, Thus you qualify a plain and abſolute Propoſition of 


your Author; and to refute his poſitive Aſſertion, that the Son 


was not a Being made, you would have him underſtood to mean, 
by impoſing upon him your Senſe, not made of Nothing, leavin 
your Reader to chuſe which of the contradictory Propoſitions 
( which I have before taken notice of) he po as to.the 
Subſtance of which he was made, provided he will agree wich 
you that he was made. | | = 
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Thus you treat Irenene alſo, for you own that he ſays Cheiſt b. | as, 


was God's Eternal Word, unmade z and yet you ſuppoſe his 
Meaning alſo to be, not made ot of Nothing. Irencns further 
fays, that he always eoexiſted with the Father, and was ever with 


bim Te which your Anſwer d very pretty, vit. and he avoids 


ed jaying , that God created bim + Pray how was It poſſible for 
him te lay this laſt, after he had faid the f(irft ? Eternal, Un- 
made, and yet Created, could be faid by none, whe knew whar 
a Contradiftion was ; and only by one, Who could have a No- 
tion of a made God, | | 

You quote our of Terfullian, * What other Cbaradteriſtle Is 
there of God than Eternity? I agree, that without ir he would 
not be God 1 and therefore all your Quotations , and your own 
Aſſertions, that our Saviour iv God, are vain, and ferve only 


to amuſe or abuſe the World, it you do not believe him to be 


Eternal, 
3 But to return to Athandagorars 
Perhaps it may be too nice an Objettion to your Tranſlation, 


of of Ce bee, Ort of your Depth of Underſtand) 


to tell you that ef Ce is Exceſs, and may be not a Compli» 


ment, but a Reproof of their Curioliry in deſiring to pry into 


Myſteries unfathomable, Bur let this pals, 

( Why did you omit what immediately preceded your 
Quotation, wir. 4 The Father and the Son being One ; the Sn be- 
ing in the Father, and the Father in the Son, in Unity and Power 
© of the Spirit z the Son of Cod is the Mind, or Wijdam , or Word 


© of the Father, 


And immediately after your Quotation follows : 
* (P) And we ſay that the Holy Ghoſt working in the Prophets, 
* is the Efflux of God flowing from and reflected back to him, as 


te Rays of the Sin e Who then would not wonder, that ſhould 


* hear them call 'd Atheiſts, who acknowledge God the Father, 
* God the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt , ſhewing both their Power 


© in Unity, and their Diſtinction in Order? 


Surely Athenagoras is a Chriſtian Writer before the Days of 
Athanaſtus, and does here aſſert the Three Perſons to be One 
Cod; and yer in your Letter ro the Bilhop of London, you 


challenge any Man to produce one that docs ſo ; and I obſerve, 


that you there allow Tertullian does fo, but you therefore 
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doubt whether he may be call'd a Catholick Writer, and that this 
1s contrary to his own uſual Way of ſpeaking :Why then do you quore 
him in your Letter to me, if he be not of good Authority ? 
Why do you not produce ſuch Paſſages our of him, as are accord- 
ing to his uſual Way of ſpeaking ? Thoſe which you have in- 
ſtanced in, are neither fairly nor truly ſtated by you; nay, 
what he does ſay in thoſe Places is dire&ly and expreſsly againſt 
you, as I come now to ſhew. | | | | 

At the End of your firſt Quotation out of Tertullian, adv. 
By S. 8. you put, c. For before all Things God was alone, 
' &c% | 5 

Now this Cc. is the moſt extraordinary and unfair that ever 

T mct with, as Mankind will judge by the Words immediately 
following, and to which your Cc. relates. OH 

* God was alone: (4) But therefore alone, becauſe there is no ex- 
© trinſical Thing beſides him; but indeed not even then alone, for he 
© had with him his Reaſon : This the Greeks call Logos. 

Your Second Quotation out of Tertullian | may rake notice 
of, when I come to your Texts of Scripture. OX. 

In your Third Quotation, why did you not proceed, but 
ſtop at the Words, The Lord created me the Beginning of his 
Ways ? for immediately he adds, that he was begotten ; and 
thereupon fays, (r) © Hence making him equal to himſelf, by 
© proceeding from whom he is made the Son: The Firſt begotten, 
© as beirg begotten before all Things; and the Only begotten, as 
© alone h gotten out of God. oe | EY 

By this tis plain, that he, as well as Juſtin, did not con- 
ſtrue the Text in the Proverbs as you do; for how could a cre- 
ared Being be equal to God himſelf? And if Begotten and 
Created be rhe ſame Thing, as you ſay, how could he be ſaid 
to be the only begotten, as alone begotten ? for then he muſt be 
not only the Beginning of his Creatures, but che only Crea- 
cure. 5 4 
The laſt Quotation ont of Tertullian ends, He begat me before 
the Hills. This you mean as a Proof, that the Son of God is a 
Creature. 3 | | 

But why ſhould you put any other Conſtruction upon theſe 
Words of Tertillian, when apply'd to the Son, than you will 
do upon the fame in Pſalm xc. 2. from whence they are taken, 
and where they are apply'd to the Father, as God from Everla- 
ling to Everlaſting , and that Tertullian ſo meant them; and to 


— 


—_ 


(41) Solus autem quia nihil alivd extrinſecus præter illum, 
caterum nè tune quidem ſolus, habebat enim ſecum rationem 
— hanc Grzci & % dicunt. : 

(r) Exinde tum parem fibi faciens, de quo procedendo fili- 
us factus eſt, primogenitus, ut ante omnia genirus, & unigent- 
tus ut ſoſus ex Deo genitus. 
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expreſs, as well as we are able, what is inconceivable, (and 
which no Words can expreſs, as Euſebius and Origen declare) 
viz, the Eternal Generation of the Son of God; he adds in 
the Words of the Scripture, The Son is the Word, and the 
Word is God, and I and my Father are one: So that T may fay to 
you, as he concludes this Paſſage to Hermogenes, S. 19. But 
© he takes Occaſion from ſome Words, as is the manner of Here- 
© ticks, to diſtort plain and ſimple Things. 

And that this is expreſsly Tertullian's Opinion, will be mani- Ss 
feſt by another Paſlage ; viz. (m) ©* We have learnt, that he 4 — 
* (Chriſt) proceeded out of God, and by that Prolation was be- —_ 5 
got ten, and therefore was ſaid to be the Son of God, and God _—— 

from the Unity of Subſtance. And then he illuſtrates it by 
the Sun and its Rays, and ſays, * The Subſtance is not ſepa- 
© rated, but extended; and then repeats, What proceeds from 
© God, is God, and the Son of God ; and both are one. 


come now to your Teſtimonies out of Origen. 
The firſt is taken out of Origen contra Celſum, p. 238. P. 16. 
© They are illuminated by that Wiſdom, which is the Eflux (or 
© Splendor) of the Eternal Light. 
They; who? I gueſs you were aſham'd to tell me. For this 
is a very extraordinary Paſſage, and I wonder you would 
| quote it; for as great Skill and Delight as you have in Aſtro- 
„. nomy, I did not imagine you would give any Countenance to 
q the Opinion of Origen, which introduces it; for he ſays, 
(i) © The Stars in Heaven are Rational Animals, and good, and 
(chus far of this Paſſage you omit, and then pur c. and be- 
gin They) © were enlightend with the Light of Knowledge by © 
* Wiſdom, which is the Efflux of the Eternal Light. 
This Notion he had from Plato, who indeed carry'd it a lit- 
tle further, (in his 12th and 13th Books de Leg.) making the 
Sun, Moon and Stars not only endued with Reaſon, but even to be 
Gods, And if Origen, in ſome of his Writings, has tranſplanted 
any more of Plato's Notions into Divinity, it is no wonder; for 


he was ſo good a Proficient in that Philofophy, that when he 
| came into the School of Plotinus, he was offer'd his Desk, as 
p... — — | — — 
0 | (m) Hunc ex Deo prolatum didicimus, & Prolatione gene- 

„ ratum, & idcirco filium Dei & Deum dictum ex Unitate Sub- 
: 1 ſtantiæ. Etiam radius ex ſole porrigitur, portio ex ſumma 
„ | i fed fol erit in radio quia ſolis eſt radius, nec ſeperatur ſubſtan- 
1 tin fed extenditur; \ ay de Deo profectum eſt Deus eſt, & 

{ Dei Filius, & unus ambo, | | 
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| [4] 
one fitter to read Lectures there, than to be an Auditor of 
them. | 
But (to ſay no more of this wild Notion) this Paſſage will 
not ſupport your Opinion, that the Son of God is 4 Creature: 
On the contrary, this Expreſſion, the Eflux of the Eternal Light, 
is us'd by ſeveral of the Authors to whom you have referr'd 

Adv. Gen- me, to denote his Identity in Eſſence with the Father: So Ter- 

tes, c. 21. Lian compares his Generation to the Ray of the Sun, which is 
ſhot forth from the Sun; but the Sun is in that Ray, for it is a Ray 
of it, &c, And Origen here a little after explains himſelf to 

the ſame Purpoſe, by citing St. Fohn, (*) God is Light; the 
Son of God is the true Light, that lighteth every Man that cometh 
into the World. And he himſelf ſays, I am the Light of the 

Z World. And that he means the Divinity .of our Saviour, is 

Comment. plain by his citing this and other Texts expreſsly to prove it: 

in Johan. ) I am the Light of the World, * I am Alpha and Omega, the 

P. 5 Beginning and the End, the Firſt and the Laſt. And intro- 
duces them with ſaying, The greateſt and moſt perfect Accounts 
of Jeſus were reſervd for him, who lay in his Biſom ; for none 
© (of the Evangeliſts) has ſo purely and clearly manifeſted his 

© Divinity as St. John, 

P. 17. Your Second Quotation out of Origen contra Celſum, L. 5. 
P. 257. ends thus: The Sacred Oracles own him to be the ancient- 
eſt of all Creatures. | 

What Origen muſt mean by the firſt Part of this Paſſage, 
mais xi» the Son of God, rhe Firſt-born of every Creature; and the Concſu- 4 \ 
og. ſion, the ancienteſt of all Creatures, will be beſt explain'd by 

Contra what he himſelf ſays in another Place; where, after he had 

J Tell. l. 6. quoted the Text in St. Matth. xi. 17. (m) M Man knoweth the 

1 p-. 287. Son, but the Father, Cc. he adds, Fi the Unmade and Firſt- 

A | born of all created Nature, none can know according to his Dig- 

| nity, as the Father does, who begat him, nor the Father ſo as the 

p Living Word and his Wiſdom and Truth, | 

1 What J have to ſay to that Expreſſion, the Firſt- lorn, &c. 1 

1 1 reſerve till I come to the Text in the Colaſians; but at preſent 
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J muſt obferve, that your Senſe of Frſt- born, and the ancienteſt 
of all Creatures, cannot poſſibly conſiſt with what I have laft 
cited, in which the Son of God is expreſsly ſaid ro be Vn- 
made (d vν -.); an Unmade or Uncreated Creature, is Non- 
ſenſe : And if you will nor interprer the Words you have ci- 
ted by thoſe I have laſt mention d, you will make Origen to 
aſſert Contradi&ions ; for Vnmade and Firſt-born are join'd 
together. 3 | 
And if you would have added the very next Words to 
our Quotation, viz. (n) And God the Father ſaid to him, Let 
s make Man after Our Image and Likeneſs ; I have already 
obſerv'd, that Fuſtin makes this Text an Argument of che Di- 
vinity of the Son of God, and hope to ſhew it by other Autho- 
rities when IT come to it. == 
Your next Quotation is out of Origen's Comment on Halm i. P. 17. 
. 8, | | ; 
F ro to the Father the God of the Univerſe, thro' our Savi- 
© our, as High-Prieſt, who is the Made God, | 
This you have render'd very perverſly and falſly ; and your 
Reaſon for ſo doing is very obvious, by comparing it with the 
literal and true Tranſlation of it, vix. . | 
Pray to the Father the God of the Univerſe, (I) thro our Sa- 
viour and High-Prieſt, the Begotten God. | 
Your next Quotation is alſo out of the ſame Book, p. 31 as N 1. 
follows: Thou art my Son, this Day have I begotten thee. This This is in 
i is ſaid to the Son of God, with whom it is always to-day, his com- 
for there is no Evening with God . I do alſo ſuppoſe, that riei= ment on 
© ther is there any Morning with him; but that a Time coex- S. John, 
© tended with his Unmade and Eternal Life is, if I may ſo ſay, wherein he 
© that Day, or to-day, with him in which the Son was made, cites this 
the Beginning of his Origin being thus not found neither of Verſe of the 
© this Day. ad Pſalm, 
This is ſo full and expreſs againſt a. that J wonder you p. 31. 
ſhould quote it; but I perceive you have ventur'd upon it, for 
the Sake of Two Words in your Tranſlation, Made and Orjgin, 
which in the Greek are ,n and woos, the firſt ſigniſies 2 
was born, and the ſecond his Geniture or Nativity ; and both : 
| ſhould have been ſo render'd, as moſt ſuirable and agreeable 
to the Word 14141rnxa, I have begotten thee. £ 
T have now done with your Quotations out of Origen, and 
hope I have ſufficiently ſhewn, that theſe your Teſtimonies 
(if you reckon them among the Principal, which concern this 
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important Queſtion, p. 2.) are of little Uſe to ſupport your 


Opinion, that the Sn of God is a Creature. But after all, I be- 


Contra 
Cell. l. 6. 


p. 323. 


Com. in 
Johan. 


p- 8. 


P.28, 29. 


lieve we ſhall both agree, that Origen has ſome Opinions ſo 
very ſtrange and heterodox, that we ſhall concur in rejecting 


them; and if in this preſenr Queſtion he ſhould be found to 


have declared different Opinions, ſurely thoſe are to be reje&- 
ed, which are founded on his own, ſcarce Philoſophical Noti- 
ons ; and, if he be of any Authority, what he ſays founded 
on the Scripture, which he quotes, and ſupported by the con- 
current Teſtimony of other Great and Holy Fathers interpret- 
ing choſe Texts, and applying them to the Divinity of the Son 
of God, ought in Reaſon to be preferr'd and moſt valued : 
And I ſhall tum up all in his own Words; (*) De God and 
Father of all js not alone great, for he made the only Begotten 
and Firſt-born of every Creature Partaker of himſelf, and of 
« his Greatneſs, that he being the Image of the Inviſible God 
« ſhould keep the Image of the Father even in Greatneſs ; for it 
was not poſſible for him to be the Commenſurate and fair 
Image of the Inviſible God, unleſs he exhibited the Image alſq 
f his Greatneſs. And in another Place he accordingly ſtiles 
the Son, () the Girify'd Gol, the Word. 


Surely this is more than a Metaphyſical Exiſtence, as you 


impute to the Ancients, p. 14. more * than that he was in a 


« ſubtil manner, virtually, potentially, or as his Internal Wiſdom 
© in his Father from all Eternity, p. 26. | - 
What I have here tranſcrib'd our of the aforeſaid Authors, 
and what I have obſerv'd upon them, methinks, may help you 
out of the Difficulty under which you labour, when you ſay, 
© How a confeſſedly (you ſhould have added, neceſlarily-) deriva, 
6 produc'd, and Begotten Being, an only begotten Son, ſhould be 


2 
_ © really Coeternal with his Underiv'd, Unbegotten, — proud 


© rily Exiſting Father, Author and Producer, I cannot poſſibly 


© underſtand, | 
Indeed, if you meaſure this Myſtery by natural Generations 
here on Earth, tis inconceivable how a Syn ſhould be Coæval 


wich his Father; it is impoſſible: But ſurely our ſhallow Un- 
derſtandings are not the Meaſure of Infinity. We own this 


5 


Myſtery is incomprehenſible; and fo is the Eternity of God. 


It is hard to conceive, how any Thing can exiſt without a 
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Cauſe; 


1 

Cauſe; and yet we believe God to be Self- exiſtent: And in 

. this Caſe before-us, I may fay to you, ( as our Saviour does 
in another) Do you not therefore err, becauſe you know not the Matt. xii. 
Scriptures, neither the Power of God? For the Things that are in 24. 
Heaven, who hath ſearched out? | Wiſd. ix. 

I muſt own, that there are ſome Paſſages in theſe Authors, 16. 

(whom, by your Quotations out of them, you have directed 

me to conſult) which ſeem to countenance your Doctrine; but 

it cannot with any Colour of Truth be deny'd, but that they _ 

do alſo plainly, and in expreſs Terms aſſert che Trinity, and that Orig, con- 

) the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghoſt is God, Bur dra Celſ. 

wich great Humility and Submiſſion to Learned Men, I con- 1.5. p. 323. 
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ceive, that a fair Account may be given of this ſeeming Diffe- 
rence from themſelves ; for when they ſpeak of this adorable 
Myſtery in general, they with an awful Reverence acknowledge 
this Revelation, and declare the Divinity of each of the Three 
Perſons in poſitive and abſolute Terms : But then ſome, perhaps 
our of a pious and well intended Zeal, have endeavour'd to il- 
luſtrate chis incomprehenſible Myſtery by Similitudes and Re- 

reſentations taken from worldly Things, ( as, from Light, 
man Generations, &c.) though they own no Words can ex- 
preſs it; and therefore tis no wonder, that in theſe Caſes their 
Compariſons of finite Things with infinite, ſhould not only fall 
ſhort, but their Expreſſions muſt of Neceſſity, if ftri&ly taken, 
lead Men into Error; who interpret their poſitive Aſſertions of 
the Trinity, and of the Divinity of the Three Perſons by their 
Repreſentations of it, inſtead of conſtruing candidly thoſe im- 


perfect Repreſentations by the Rule and Standard of our Faith, 


Which they have fully declared from the Scriptures, and which 
they quote to confirm their Doctrine; of which the Primitive 
Chriſtians were ſo fully convinced, and particularly the Divinity 
of the Son of God was ſo entirely believ'd as an irreſiſtible Truth, 
that ſome by attempting to explain ir, have fall'n into down- 
right Hereſy, And Novatian very ingeniouſly argues from 


thence, that he was, even in their Opinion alſo, truly God: 
For, as he ſays, (P) He is ſo truly God, but as the Son of God, Novat. 
* begotten of God, that ſome Hereticks have thought him not a Son, c. 17. 


6 but the very Father himſelf ; and (a) others thought he was ſo 
© much God, as that he was not Man” And as much as Novatian 
blames others, he himſelf, when he attempts to explain the 
Triniry, does it in a manner almoſt inconſiſtent with his plain 
Aſſertions of it. So wild and unaccountable muſt Men be, 


_ 


(?) Qui uſque adeò Deus eſt (ſed qui Filius Dei natus ex 
Deo) ur plerique illum næretici ita Deum acceperint, ur non 


Filium fed Patrem pronunciand um purarent. 


(4) Et alii quoq; hæretici uſq; adeò cum Deum eſſe, ut qui- 


dam illum, ſubſtracto homine, tantummodò putaverint Deum. 


when 
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when they ſuffer their Thoughts ro wander, and to pry into 
Things above our Faculties, which, you ſay, even the Strip- 
tures do not meddle with, * I fay too, not medale with them 
„ Otherwiſe than to reveal them as Truths ro be believd) and 
1 Pet. 1.12+ which the Angels deſire to look into: For none know the Spn, but 
Matth. xi. the Father; nor the things of God, but the Spirit of God. For 
27. bow ſhould thy Veſſel be able to comprehend the Ways of the 
1 Cor. ii. Higheſt, which are paſt finding out? Theſe are Objects of our 
il. Faith, not of our Knowledge; tor Faith would not be a Virtue, 
2 Eſdr. iv. Faith would not be Faith, but Knowledge, if nothing was to be 
10. believ'd, but what may by our Ratiocinations be made out to 
dur Comprehenſion, When Athanaſius ſays, As the reaſonable 
Soul and Fleſh is one Man, # God and Man is one Chriſt, no Man 
pretends that this is an adequate Repreſentation of the Incarna- 
tion of the Son of God, tho' it may be the beſt and neareſt that 
we can arrive at; and even this ſurpaſſes our Underſtanding, 
how a material and immaterial Subſtance ſhould be united in 
one Perſon ; how periſhable Duſt and Aſhes ſhould be animated 
and endued with an mortal Soul, a Particle of Divinity : How 
much leſs can we conceive, how God himſelf ſhould be Hypo» 
ſtatically join'd with Man; and ſtill leſs than this, how Three 
Perſons in the Eternal Deity ſhould be One God: But when we 
1 Cor, xiii. ſhall come to ſee him Face to Face, and our Faculties ſhall be en- 
12, llarged, we ſhall then know-him even as we are known. In the 
mean time, we muſt be content to ſee thro' a os s darkly, and to 
Heb. xi. 1, let our Faith be the Evidence of theſe things not ſeen , not becauſe 
we can give a Philoſophical Account of them, but becauſe the 
Word of Truth has ſpoken them. = 
I ſhould now have done with your Teſtimonies ; for from 
rheſe which I have examin'd I may reaſonabl conclude, char 
the reſt have been forg d upon rhe ſame Anvil; and 1 pray G 
Septuag, he may never ſay to you, Who is this that darkneth Counſel, and 
Job by ſuppreſſing Words in bis Heart, thinks to conceal them from 
RxRviii. 2. me? 3 N 
But becauſe you boaſt, that the great Euſebius ( as you ſtile 
him) is your Friend; that none of the truly Learned will ** 
tend he was an Athanaſian, tho he ſubſcrib'd the Council of 
Nice, (which perhaps you will not allow to be a ſufficient Ar- 
. for ir, becauſe there are ſome modern Examples, who 
ave ſub/crib'd our Articles, and declar'd before God and Man 
their Aſſent and Conſent to our Creeds, and yer have renounced 
ublickly that Faith, which they then jolemnly profeſs'd ; ) and 
P. 9, % 27, becauſe you ſay, that the Fathers, and particularly Euſebiwe, 
notwithſtanding their poſitive and expreſs Aſſertions ot the 
Coeternity of the Son of God, meant no more than * a metaphyſi- 
cal or potential Eternity, p, 9, that he was before the World be- 
© gan, p. 27. t we are * by many clearer and plainer Paſſa- 
ges, wherein they direfly and abſolutely deny the Son's Coeter- 
* nity with the Father; I muſt not entirely paſs over your 
* | Quota« 


p. 25. 


P. 33. 


La} 


Quotations out of an Author you ſo greatiy rely on: One 1 
have already taken notice of, and made my Remarks upon; 
I will now go on to the others. Bur firſt, I will repeat 
ſhortly what you allow Euſebius to aſſert for the Eternity of 


11 the Son of God, and then ſtate your Quotations by which you 
"IE pretend to over-rule thoſe Aſſertions; that by this Compariſon 
he it may be ſeen which are the plaineſt and cleareſt, | | 
bw You allow, for indeed it cannot be deny d, that Enſzbius ſays p. 27. 
e, that the Generation of the Son was dior, Eternal; that he 
J)e was always & vac, , Beginningleſs, and at all Times with the 
to Father, elder than all Times and all Ages; that he ſubſiſted 
le from endleſs Ages, that he reign'd with his Father from begin- 
in ningleſs Ages; to which you add that of the Presbyters of Alex- 
a- andria, that God begat him before Eternal Times. 
at Now I defire you to tell me, whether there be Words in 
g. any Lahguage to expreſs the Doctrine I am contending for, 
In more plainly and fully than theſe , which you have furniſh'd to 
= me out of Trenæus befare-menrion'd, and here out of Euſebius, 
"Fn and from the presbyters of Alexandria. I obſerve you have 
hs. ventur'd co tranſlate 4, Eternal, notwithſtanding you ſay, 
ee p. 28. it does not always ſo ſignify; and d ενοοεσ Beginning- 
ve leſs, notwithſtanding your improper and untrue Interpretation of 
n- it, p. 8, and 9. to be only before the Begnining of the World, tho 
ne it cannot ſignify leſs than to be without 4 Beginning; and if d 
to &16vG- ling'y ſhould, as you ſay, p. 28, ſeldom or never ſigni- 
A fy a proper Eternity; yet ſurely with the Epithet Beginningleſs, 
1 it muſt ſignify Eternity ; for what ſubſiſis and had no Begin- 
| ning is properly Eternal. Now can you think to perſuade any 
m Man of common Senſe, by your bold and pe remptory Aſſer- 
at tion, that theſe Authors do not mean what they ſay; or, in 
6 our Words , meant no more than that he was before the World 
©" AHN egan ; and that there are, or can be plainer and clearer Paſſa- 
m ges in theſe Authors co ſupport your Aſſertion? Do they recant 
their owu Aſſertions, and in expreſs Terms declare, (as you 
le do, p. 18. of your Letter to the Biſhop of London) that © in 
e- their younger Tears they Kad by Cuſtom been betrayd into ſuch a 
of fatal Miſtake ? This you do not pretend to ſay; and yet 
r- leſs than this will ſcarce be ſufficient co juſtify your Charge 
10 againſt them: I am ſure tie Quotations which you have pick d 
in our of them, (and I ſuppoſe they are the ſtrongeſt, or you 
d have been very unfortunate in your Choice) do not do it, 
id even tho' they had been true; which I have ſhewn they are 
* not, in what I have examin'd and ſhall-now ſnew in Euſebius, 
. — as your Friend, might have expected better Uſage from 
= | Ou. 9 5 
= The firſt Quotation is, Wiſdom does ſubſtantially ſubſiſt, and p. 15. 
- * was created by God, before the World — &c. 4 * 
1. 


ur „„ C | | Here 


{ 28 ] 5 
here you have given us angther Cc. with which you end 
that "park * then immediately you 3 to your 1 
next Quotation, vz. 5 i | C2 
Præpar. Solomon, /4)s Euſeblus elſewhere, gives ut the ſame Senſe in 
Evang. * other Languuge 4 and uſing the Name of Wiſdom inſtead of the 
0. 11. © Word, takes this Declaration, as in her Perſon a ith 
p. 313. Now what can any Reader underſtand by this, bur only 
what immediately preceded, viz. © That Wiſdom does . 
% ſubſiſt, and was created before the World began  elpeclally 
ſince you de not mention this Declaration, but ſtop with & 
Stroke —— at the word Perſon, TOP IE 

But in Euſehlus the Matter ſtands thus: „ 

In the Beginning of the Chapter, he tells us che Account 
which the Jews, and particularly Moſes and David, give of F-© 
the Logos, viz, (P) The Hebrew Oracles ſtile him the Spcontt, 
© Cauſe of all Things , the Word of God, and God of Gad, as 

we (Chriſtians ) have been taught to theologize of bim; and 

Moſes plainly [peaks of Two Lords, when he ſays, The Lord 

rained from the Lord Fire and Brimſtone upon the City of the 

Wickea : $6 he familiarly made the like Application of the Cha- 

rafters among the Hebrews to Both. | 

And here he mentions expreſsly what that Character (a) 
was, viz. the Tetragrammaton, that is, Febovah, the incommu- 
nicable Name of the Supreme God. | 
Then he goes on : | 

(r) © To him alſo David concurring, ſays, The Lord ſaid to my 
© Lord, Sit thou on my Right Hand, & c. For to whom elſe can we 
« be allow'd to imagine, that the Right Hand ſhould be given by the 
© Unbegotren Deity, but fo Him only of whom we have been 
«© ſpeaking, whom the ſame Prophet elſewhere characterixes under 

| the Name of the Logos of the Father. | Ny 
Matt, Xxii. And ſurely this is a very proper Argument; for it was urg'd 
44, 46. by Chriſt himſelf, and put the Phariſees to Silence. 


| # 
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Fs: 2 Then he comes to your Quotatlon: 1 
ct * His Son alſo and Succeſſor Solomon glves us the ſame 
9 | 


e Senſe ? Surely that which he had Juſt before 


FEM 


- + Pecired of the Fews , and of Moſes , and of his Father David 


ul 


* 


* 
1 
1 1 * 


In particular, vie, that the Characters among the Hebrews, 
even the Name of Fehouah, were alike apply'd to both 


Father and Son. 


+ Your next Quotation is out of Euſeb. Demonſt. Evang. J. 4. 
0. 3. m Which Paſſage, if chere be any Expreſſions capable of 


"your Senſe, yer it in his other Wrirings he plainly declares, 


1M 
N 


as he does, an Opinion contrary to what you would deduce 
from ſuch imbiguous Expreſſions z nay, if in this very Chap» 
ter he afſerts the Eternal Generation of the Sun of God in clear 
d indiſputable Terms, then ſurely in Reaſon che doubtful Ex- 


preſſions ſhould be conſtrued by thoſe ; and the Conſtruction 


which you pur upon the aoubtfu!, ſhould not over-rule direct 
and poſitive Aſſertions. 

Again, If this were not the Caſe, yet it muſt be conſider'd, 
that Euſebius, who was cotemporary with Arius and his 
Friend, is too late an Authority to overthrow che Faith and 
Doctrine of the Antenicene Fathers, as well as the Council of 
Nice, which affirm'd it. 

But, as if you were conſcious, that Euſebius in this Paſſage 


had nor faid enough for your Purpoſe, you leave our a great 


deal of it; and what you do cite, you inſert by Piecemeals in 
ſeveral diſtant Pages of your Letter. And laſtly , you groſsly 
miſ{-cranſlate them, as will appear: | 


P. 19. 


De Light dbes not ſhine forth by the Will of the Iuminous Bo- P. 19. 
© ay, but by a neceſſary Property of Nature. 5 


In your Tranſlation. ; In the G RE E k. 


(*) But the Son by the In-] (t) But the Son, according to P. 19, 20. 


© tention and Will of the Fa- Counſel and Choice, became 


ther receiv'd his Sub ſiſtence, the Image of the Father: for 


© ſo as to be the Image of the] God being willing, became the 
Father; for by his Will did] Father of the Son, and causd 
God become the Father of his] to ſubſiſt a Second Light, in all 


Son, and causd to ſubſiſt ay Things like unto himjelf, 
0 Second Light, in all Thins | 
lle unto himſelf — 1 


2 — 


8 * 


3 
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Then follows : 
The Unbegatten and E- 
ternal Light being One, how 
can the Image be other than 
One ? Does not the Splendor, or 
This you have omitted: the Ray, being the Light, pre- 
| 4 ſerve in all reſpedts the Likeneſs 
of the Prototype? How can it 
be the Image of the very One, 
c anleſs it ſelf alſo be One? 


Then follows a Paſſage which you have omitted in this 
Place, becauſe in your own Judgment it does not conſiſt wich 
the Doctrine which you would have Euſebius to aſſert here; 
for you have cited it, p. 8. among the Authorities for the Coe- 
rernity of the Son of God; but have done it very aukardly, 


and indeed have corrupted it, as will appear by 


Your Tranſlation. | The GREE K. 

(*) That the Son was begot- (*) Our Theology repreſents 
ten, not as having for certain | the Son Begotten, not as not 
Times not been, and then being | being in any Times, and after- 
made ; but being before all 4- | ward begotten , but as being 
ges, and ſtill before them, and | and preexiſting before Eternal 
being always preſent as a Son | Ages, and as the Son being to- 
with the Father ; but not being | gether always with the Father; 


unbegotten, but begotten of the | not being unbegotten , but begot- 


Unbegotten Father , being the | ten of his Unbegotten Father, 


only Begotten , the Mord, and | being the only Begotten , the 


od of God, Word, -and God of God ; 


| It goes on:: 
” (1) not by a Separation, Secti- 
| on or Diviſion, out of the Fa- 
This you have omitted: & ther's Subſtance ; but ineffably 
and beyond our Ratiocination, 
. from Eternity, and 
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This alſo you have omitted : 
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tn} 
P) Receiving, before all | C) Befare all Ages , being 
all? a veal Subſkence by the | ſubſtantiated of, or according to 


| inexpreſſible and inconceivable | the inexpreſſible and inconceiva- 


ther. 

() Fr, as tis ſaid, Who 
can declare his Generation ? 
For as none knoweth the Farher, 
but the Son: ſo none knoweth 
the Son, but the Father who 
begat him. i | 


Will and Power of the Father. ble Counſel and Power of the Fa- 


T imagine your tranſlating Can, Will, which it does not ſig- 


nify, rather than Counſel, which it properly does, was to ſup- 


port your Opinion, chat the Generation of the Sen of God 


was not by Neceſſity of Nature, but voluntary by the Will of the 


Father when it pleas'd him ; which you ſay, is the ſame Thing 

as Creation, and ſo he would be but a Creature. = 
Bur ſurely this cannot be the Meaning of this Paſſage, for it 

would be inconſiſtent with the plain and expreſs Aſſertions in 


this Place, For, 


1. How can that which was begotten , not as not being in any 
Times, but being before Eternal Ages, beyond our Ratiocinat ion from 


Eternit), be ſaid to be a Creature? 


2. If Euſebius meant to aſſert his Generation to be a Creation, 


P. 20. 


P1410, 


P. 20» 


why did he cite the Propher's Queſtion, which implies a Nega- 


tive, that none can declare his Generation, and give our Saviour's 


Reaſon for it, becauſe none knows the Son bur the Father? 


which Texts he quotes in another of his Books with this em- 
phatical Expreſſion, 4g] &i, none knowerh the Son perfed- 


H according to his Dignity, but the Father. 


And it he meant he was created by the Will of the Father, 
why did he add thoſe Epithers of Inexpreſſible and Inconceiva- 
ble Will ? For tho' we cannot conceive what the Nature and 


Eſſence may be of ſuch a created Being, yer we can conceive 
that Fad, as well as that the World was created by his Will, 


when he ſpake the Word, and it was made ; if that had been told 
us as plainly as this has been; or otherwiſe you muſt ſay , that 
tis inconceivable, that an AR of the Will thould be an AR of 
the Will, which is abſurd z nay, I may ſay, tis eaſier to con- 
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ceive, that He, who was always in Being, as Euſebius here ſays, 


1 32.1 


may be form d by Almighty God into ſomething more excellent, 
than it is to conceive a Creation out of Nothing. 


3. If you will inſiſt that Ga ſhall ſignify wit, you ſhould 
at leaſt have tranſlated % g,, of the Will, as you do Oeò⸗ 


&, ©O:8, God of God : For all the Attributes of God being eter- 


nal and eſſential to the God head, the Will is ſo too; and as the 


Father is Light, Truth, Wiſdom, &c. the Son is ſaid to be ſo al- 
ſo, as partaking of and anointed with all the Paternal Dignity, 
in the Language of Euſebius before - mention d; and in that of 


St. Paul, the bright Efflux of his Glory , and the expreſs Image of 
his Perſon; and therefore the Son of his Will does no more de- 
note his Creation, than the Son of his Love, or the Sn of God 
do. Nay, 'tis in this manner that the Nicene Council has ex- 


preſs'd his Coeternity and Conſubſtantiality, (k) Light of Light, 


ver God of very God, begotten not made: So that when you can 


prove, that the Reverend Fathers of that Council intended by 
thole Expreſſions, that the Son of God was a Creature, then you 


may interpret your Quotations of the like Expreſſions in the 


like manner z and add, if you pleaſe, that this is the Doctrine 
0 


and Faith of the Church of England too; but till then 
confident Boaſting of your Teſtimonies will not ſhake, 
ther root us in Faith z ſuch Bluſtrin g will be like Wind to the 
ſtrong Oaks, 'twill only fix the Roots more faſt in the 


your 


__ Ground, 


N Prepar. 


Evan 4.4. 


6. 3, 0s 


Euſeblus gives us an Account of the Notlon which Plato and 
his Diſciple Plotinus had of a Trinity, and ſpeaks of it with 
ſome Admiration of their great Penetration : I think this In- 
ference may Juſtly be drawn from it, that if ſuch great Men 


_ did not think ſuch a Notion to be abſurd , ſurely you have 


P. 37. 


been too forward and raſh ro cenſure it as inconſiſtent with the 
Light of Nature and common Senſe, - Bur, on the other Hand, if 
your Euſebius has been too much pleas'd with their Notions, 


and has any where us'd Expreſſions ſuited to it, I leave you 


to follow your ad mir'd Example, and to deduce Chriſtianit 


from Heathen Philoſophers, and to explain Divine Myſteries by 


the Reaſoniugs of Man, 

Ton bid me ſuppoſe my ſelf in a Court of Fudicature, und review 
the Evidence you have produced; and then conſider, whether I could 
with a ſafe Conſcience determine on the Side of the Athanaſians, 
My Anſwer is, That ſich Evidence as you have given for 
your Cauſe, would not be accepted in any Court by any up- 
right Judge, and conſequently you may eafily conclude har 


the judgment muſt be; nay, I will add, that ſuch a Witneſs 


— 
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5 TW] | 

would hardly eſcape unpuniſh'd ; for 'ris his Duty to peak 
the Truth, and the whole Truth : But to miſ-trantlate your Au- 
thors, to cite them by halves, and with @c's, leaving out 
plain and expreſs Aſſertions againſt you, and adding of your 
own to them; to diſtort their plain Words, and to interpret, 
or, rather, to declare dogmarically their Meaning contradi— 
Rory to what they ſay, is ſuch a Proceed ing, as is no lefs than 
an Attempt to impoſe upon Mankind in the moſt provoking 


Nay, you have not only corrupted your own Teſtimonies, 
but you are prepar'd to baffle the beſt that can be brought 
againſt you, which is the Scriprure, in the very Foundation of 
all Religion; for you are ſo fond of your Notion of a made 
God, and that the Son of God is a Creature, and conſequently 


not Eternal, that to avo d the Conſequence of the Application. 


to him of the Expreſſions, which in the Scriprures are us'd to 


denote the Eternity of God the Father, you have ventur'd 
upon a very bold Aſſertion, That this Eternity of the Father 
© is only ſuppos'd to be expreſs'd without Proof; it no way app? ir- 


© ing, that the Sacred Writers meddle beyond our Faculties with 
ay ſuch abſolute Eternity, either à Varce ante, or Parte puſt, 
© as the Sthoolmin have ſince done. 


Strange Doctrine! but moſt welcome to Ache /e and Debuts 
chees z and farewel to all Faith and Atorality, and to all Religion 
whieh conſiſts of them, | 

it the Goſpel, which brought Immortality to Light, has not 
plainly and fully deelared an Eternity (9 much as 4 Parte poſt, 
then neither are our 9% \mmorral, nor the Favs of Haven 
nor the Torments of Hell everlaſting z at leift che Light of Nas 
ture Will nat be fufficlene ea canvince the Generalicy of Man- 
kind of theſe Truths, fince bath the Light of Nature, and of 
the Goſpel tao added to t, has not been cffo&tua] (God 


P. 28. 


knows) with too many of the World, in the ſeveral Ayes of 


it ; But if the Expreſſions in Scripture of Eternity d Parte poſt, 
ſhould ſignify no more than, according to your Conſtruction, 
a Duration to the And of the Age, or of the Wed, then the 
State of good and bad Men will end with uit; and, which is 
moſt abſurd, the Happineſs of the one, and the Miſery of the 
other, will be at an End before the Perfettion and Completion 
thereof will begin; which will not be till the Day of Judg- 
ment, after this World is , and the Elements are melted 
away with fervent Heat, 

Your Realon you give, why the Sacred Writers meddle not 


with Eternity, is, becauſe it is beyand our Faculties : Perhaps 
Eternity, d Parte pſt, is not fy, Many wicked Men think 10 
lietle of Dꝛath, that one might conclude they tancy an Ecernal 
Duration even up mn Earch; and ſome anciene Pliiloſaphers 
and modern Atheiſts have 8 their Bellef, chat the 9 
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1 341 
will laſt for ever, and that Matter was Eternal, even 4 Parte 
ante. . | T | 
Bur if your Reaſon be good , how comes your Scheme of 
Religion to be form'd ? For you own, that the Generation of 
the Son of God was in an ineffable manner, that is, above our 
Faculties: Did you find this in the Scriptures ? This Part cer- 
tainly is; bur then they meddle beyond our Faculties; and 
indeed a Revelation from Heaven does imply ſomething, which 
by Viture we could not know: But if you do not nd the reſt 
of your Scheme of Religion there, as moſt certainly 'ris not; 
then you have underraken a Subject, which the Sacred Writers 
thought too hard for them; and if your Doctrines be true, 
then there are ſome Truths, which the Holy Ghoſt, who was 
to /ead us into all Truth neceſſary to our Salvation, has nor 
diſcover'd to us, but have been reſerv'd for you. Who can de- 
clare his Generation? ſays the Prophet. It ſeems he did not 
foreſee char you wouſdd undertake to do it, tho! you acknow- 
ledge ir ta be ineff able , nay, fo pn as to tell us 
plainly it was a Creation, and even the very Time of it, vit. a 
little before the Creation of the World, when * Almighty God 
* reſolv'd on that great Work, perceiving that Wiſdom was neceſ= 
ſary for it, he preſently creares her in himſelf, or our of his 
© Subſtance, into 4 real Being oy Perſon , tho' of this you are. 
douhrſul ; for (as I obſerv'd before) you cite another Autho« 
rity, that it was not of the Unbegotten Subſtance of the Fa- 
ther, but was it ſelf begotten by the Divine Power; and that 
He was the Ancienteſt of God's Creatures; even ſo ancient, 
© that your Author cared not to aſſign the Date of his Generation, 
© or Creation, FL : 

But you ſay from Tertullian very truly, What other Chara- 
Qeriſtick is there of God, but Eternity? And are the Scriprures 
ſilent in this, without which the Father himſelf would not be 
God? Could the Heathen Philoſophers ſpeak of this in ſo plain 
and /ofty Terms; and did the Holy Ghoſt not aſſiſt, but ſo in- 
dulge our Weakneſs, as not to ſpeak of it ? tho! the moſt im- 
portant, becauſe the Foundation, of all his other Eſſential 4 
tributes, | | 

Plutareh ſays, the Temple of Iſis had this Inſcription : 92 
© I am all that ever was, and is, and ſhall be; and no Mortal has 
© uncover'd my Veil» And tho' we muſt own, that we ſee darkly, 


and thro' a Veil, (for who can comprehend che infinite Perfetti- 


ons of God ?) yet, that God muſt be Fternal, is fo plain a 
Truth, that none who truly believ'd a God, ever deny'd it. ; 
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* 35 1 
; And in another Place, he gives a noble and elegant Deſcrip- & 78 , 

| tion of this Eternity; viz. (4) © God, we muſt ſay, is, and is p. 393. 

f * with reſpect to no Time, but of a timeleſs, immoveable, and 

f © indeclinable Age or Eternity; of which there is no Before, or 

; © After, or New ; but being One, fills a Sempiternity with one 

. © Now, and in this reſpect is ſolely, really Being, neither paſt nur 

© future, neither Beginning nor Ending, | 

And Plato ſays, (T) We attribute to the Eternal Being was and In Timzo, 
ſhall be, but not rightly ; for according to true Speech or Reajon, p. 37, 38. 


| we ſhould aſcribe to him only Is. And accordingly, in another jn ph; 
< 4 he ſtiles him, d dv, the Being; which he probably learnt m1 _— 
from the Fews, and rhe Writings of Moſes, in which God him- 
ſelf ſtiles himſelf, J am; which ſurely denotes his Eternity: 
So that it does appear in Scripture, even immediately-from 
God himſelf; and tho' the Manner was above our Faculties, 
et the Thing is not ſo; for it was an Anſwer to Moſes's Que- 
ion, and was to ſatisfy, and ir did ſatisfy him and all che 
| Jews, to whom he was ſent. 
| But in Support of your Opinion, you ſay, the Greek Lan- P. 28. 
, guage hath Three Ways of ſpeaking, which are ſometimes ren. 
Y : * er 
| 


Eternal. 
* The Firſt, Aidviot, or c &1@y05, or me) d, or ar; 
Xebvay &raviov. 
6. This you ſay ſeldom or never ſignifies a proper Eternity. 
© The Second, &'fNos. = 
This not always, 
© The Third, Cove. 
7 This alone always does ſo. 
And you add, Nie very remarkable, that the Bible and Abo. 
* ſtolical Fathers never, in this Caſe of the Antiquity of the 
© Sn, uſe any dut the Firſt ; None of theſe before the Council 
© of Nice more than the Firſt, and very rarely the Second, while - 
© Athanaſius and his Followers, and none before them, directly 
© yentur'd on the Third Way of ſpeaking, and call'd the Sin 
© Coeternal. | | | 
This laſt makes a fair Shew, but indeed is very trifling; 
for if I 0e does nor ſignify a proper Eternity when a pply'd to 
Goa, how can you ſay that (nabe always does ſo? For 
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what is, I eg, Eternal, | 
And there could be no Occaſion to ſtile the Son Coeternal, 
till Hereticks ſubtilly and fraudulently call'd him God, and yer 
deny'd his Eternity d Parte ante, which was imply'd in God; 
and therefore to obviate that Fallacy and Equivocation, was 
kroequir'd that they ſhould declare him Coeternal, that is, as the 
Dr. Ham- Father is Eternal, ſo is the Son too. And thus did the 2 to 
mond on obviate the Hereſy of the Sadducees; for when the Form, in 
the New which they concluded all their Benedictions, viz. from Age, 


Teſtament, was 1 by the Sadducees to their Senſe, an of the 


p. World; they oppo nted the Form to be, From Age and to Age, that 
is, of this World, and ol the World to come after the Day of Doom. 
Now in the Nature and Reaſon of the Thing, if the Syn be Eter- 
nal, he niuſt be Corternal with the Father, that is, Eternal as well 
as the Father, neither being before or after the other, but both 
exiſting etertially together. EE 2 T2 
As to the other two Ways in Greek of expreſſing Eternity, ! 
do own, that % and the Derivations from it; do ſometimes 
inn Seripture fIgnify the Age of the et; and the Age of the 
ate, and EIA Gee; Before the World began + But am very 
 tbfry the Thference from this Netiohy and the Application 64 
If, Mas Been by = deriv'd from (4 il an Authority of Kid m- 
ple, 94s that 6f Fe eser; Fe worſt Sett of all the Fews, 
do awn Alla, char cet is famerimes apply'd tn Eternity 
only d Parte 70; a in Jude, didVors αααν, e Everlailing 
af | | 
Hut that theſe Words da, in Heathen Authors, ſignify a 
proper Eternity where they deſign ir, and Eternity d Parte 1h 
according to the Subje&t-Matter, I think, cannot be deny'd, 
. Plato, in the Place before-mention'd, calls God /e 
u. | | 
De Mundo, A, ſtotle, in like mannner, uſes oY &:6yor, NF Aαν d71;* 
p.847,869, C%% O, to ſignify Eternity. | 


De Fla. Pluiarch : 4 38 Ne Aeg, 2 C de, 3 $107 | 
plyloſ, And if theſe Words do not ſignify a proper . de- 
7. 881. fire you to tell me any Greek Words, that have been us d 


by any Greek Authors, to expreſs it. 

And that a proper Eternity is deſign'd to be ſpoken of in 
the Scriptures, and that in rhoſe Places theſe Words are uſed 
to Expiely ir, and cannot there be underſtood and apply'd 
ro the Age of the Goſpel, or the Age or Beginning of the World, 
or 4 Time before che Beginning of it; and that theſe Words are 
* to the Son, as well as to the Father, I ſhall now 
new, 5 | 

P. 28. « 'Tis indeed very remarkable, as you ſay, that the Bible, 
4 in the Caſe of the Antiquity of rhe Son, never uſes any but 
the Firſt ;' but if ir ſhould be ſo, twill not be ſubſervienc 

to your Purpoſe, becauſe 'tis as remarkable, that tho' a id) 

is 


Cual Hoc, cbeterna/, is only being with &i Neg, Eternal ; or being 


» 


_— 


| 
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* 


37! 
is us'd when the Eternity of the Father is ſpoken of, Rom. . 
20. Eternal Godhead ; and Wiſd. vii. 26. Eternal Light , yet ge- 
nerally, and almoſt always, the Firſt is us'd to expreſs the Eter- 
nity of the Father, and therefore, if apply'd to the Sm, it muſt 
denore alſo his, not Antiquity, but Eternity, | 
Now whether you have not been too raſh in aſſerting, that 
the Firſt /eldom or never ſignifies a proper Eternity, may be 


_ v7 ſome few Inſtances of the many which might be pro- 
uced, | 


Gen, xxl. 33. The Name of the Lord was there call'd, The Ever- 


laſting fork , 
| RI. 28. a 
Iſaiah Jun 4. $Everlaſting God. 
Rom. XVI. 26. | . ; : 
Dan. iv: 34. His Dominion Everlaſting: 
Hab, II. 6. His Ways are Everlaſting. 


th all theft Places 4½% / G. is us d, 
Ak, 2, FH everlaſting to ever aft ing: 
Eyſ. 48: L % i 419i et 4 adv 0h 


Pal, 


tram evertating te aft 
KI): 198 dr +8 ae N 
well, a, K 1900 art from 1 
on" e e a8 & ou . 
unn, 10, The Lord bs Kin fo ever. 
＋ 


enn, Bg, For ever thy Ward is ſettled jn fa ven, 


beut. Kxxii, 40. T lift up my Hand ta Heaven, and ſay, I live 


or ever, 
Dan. xl. 7, Sware by him who liveth for ever, 
| | tis N A 
Rev. iv, 9. Who _ for ever and ever, 
1 pet. 3. 11. To him be Gloty — for ever and ever, 
„gde aid vo; . 
Pſalm, x, 16. The Lord is King for ever and ever. 
| ts N A * A 10ya, Ti ,. 
Iſaiah lvil. 13. Who inhabiteth Eternity. | | 
: va nav N . 
Pal. exlv. 13. Thy Kingdom is an everlaſting Kingdom: 
fam\eia mil THY 16a, | 


Now if theſe and many more ſuch Texts ſhould be interpre- 
ted of the Age of the,World, or of the Goſpel, how un worthy 
muſt ſuch a Conſtruction be of the Majeſty and Glorious Attri- 
_ God ? and indeed how abſurd? for then chey will 

run thus: | | 


The God of the 4ge, who inhabirs the Age. 
N 3 . 2 | 8 g | 


(38 ] 


His power, Dominion, Kingdom and Ways are of the 


Age. | 

His Word remaineth even in Heaven, but to the Age, or End 
0 the World; = | | 

Who is to be praiſed from the Beginning of the 4ge to the 
End of the Age. „ 8 

Who om the Age, of Beginning of the World, is God, of 13 
and lives ke the tad of the World i 86 that he begins an 
ends With the World, 


How then is oe es cet 16 be tranflared in the Leere“ 

Prayer; Is the rp the Pawer and the Glary af Ged, to the 

Ages only, ar the End of the World? And does the Son of God 

2 Cor, iv, teach us, when we pray, ro fay ſn? St. Paul lays, the things 


18. which are ſeen are temporal, but the things which are nat ſeen are 


du, eternal ; but according ra your Notion you muſt ren- 
der it, are to the End of the World, that is, are temporal. Is not 
this abſurd, and turning rhe Scripture into Nonſenſe ? 


Could the Heathens happily find an Eternal Godhead, and have 


the inſpir'd Prophets ſpoke of him and his Dominion as only of 
x Pet. i. 19. this World ? Is this the jure rd of Prophecy , the Light that 
| ſhines in a dark Place? And is this Light, and the Light of the 
_ Goſpel too, more dim than the Light of Nature and our Rea- 
fon, by which we are afſur'd he muſt be Tyfinite and Eternal 
| or not Cod“ And is this Truth not to be mention'd in Scripture, 
Matt. xi. leſt it ſhould dazzle our Eyes, and yet was reveal'd unto Babes? 
25,27 Why are we turn'd back to weak and beggarly Rudiments to learn 
Gal. iv. 9. from Nature, and owe to it, our Faith of this fundamental Ar- 
ticle of all Religion, and deny it to Revelation, and the Voice 

of God himſelf from Heaven, I am? | 


John. viii, But in the Words of our Saviour, If you had known me, you | 
19. would have known my Father alſo; you would certainly have al- 
— low'd theſe Expreſſions to have fully denoted an abjolute Eter- 


nity ; ( for in the Gree Authors they are generally ſo under- 
ſtood ; but you apprehend the Conſequence, which is inevita- 
ble, thar if the ſame Things, and indeed the inſeparable Per- 
fections of God and Eternity be attributed to the Son, as well 


as to the Father, then he muſt be God equal to the Father: Bur 


rather than allow Eternity to the Son, you chuſe (I will not 
ſay to deny, tho your Conſtruftion of 4 in the before. 
mention'd Texts amount to ir, but) ro take from us the beſt 
Evidence we can have, of the Ffernity of the Father himſelf, 
which is the Revelation he has given us of himſelf in the 
Scriptures. | | 

I ſhould now mention ſome of the many Texts, which plain- 


ly and my expreſs and declare in the ſame Terms, or equiva» 
\ 


lent with the above-mention'd, the Divinity of our Saviour, his 

Eternity, and other eſſential incommunicable Attributes of the Su- 

preme God: But this will be more proper, after | — . 
| ſider 


* 
* 


appears ta have been, as St, Jahn ſpeaks, with the Father in 


[ 39 ] 
ſiderd the Texts of NI which you have quoted to ſup- 
port your Doctrine: Which 1 now proceed to do. 
The firſt Text you quote is out of the Proverbs, which you Chap. vill. 
render thus, p. 9. | - | 
The Lord created me the Beginning of bis Ways for bis Works, V+ 22. 
5 e the Worl4 he founded me, in the Begitinitig before he made V. 23: 
arth 
Before the Frintains of Water came. | MALED 
Before the — . were faſt nec, he begat we before the V. 23. 


r. | 

The Word in the Spruagint is indeed nei created; buy 
Aiſhop Fatriel in his Eomment fays, that accarding ke 
the Hebrew Verity, “ This Text, if it belongs te this Miner, 


the 


* the Beginning being his only Begatren hefare all Warlds; 
and la the Hebrew Ward, which we tranſlate poſſeſs, ſame- 
times ſignifies in Scripture, and is render'd by the Septwagine 
in another Place, vir. Zech. iii. 3. 1%, Degots 
I obſerve, that in the asth Verſe dis, he begat me, which 
ſeems to agree with what Biſhop Patrick ſays of the Significa- 
tion of the Hebrew Word in the 22d Verſe, and explains whar 
is meant by created; not that Created and Begotten are the 
ſame Thing, as I have ſheivn before out of Tertullian, and what 
I have ſaid upon it. 
Beſides, you render, and fo do our Bibles, the 25th Verſe, ; 
he begat me; bur it (hould be, begets me, Yluve wa in the Pre- 9. Hom. in 


| ſent Tenſe; and Origen's Obſervation upon it is very juſt, vic. Jerem. 


* He generates me before the Hills; he did not ſay begat, bur p. 106. 
© begets, by which Sempiternity is ſignify'd, as Origen ſays in | 
another Place cited by you, and of which I have taken notice 
before, with whom it is always to-day; and, as Plato ſaid, Is 
is the only proper Term to be uſed of God, 
And what you render in the 23d Verſe, before the World, and 
our Bibles, Everlaſting, the Words are Tygs Ty αν, : Of this 
T have ſpoken already, and ſhewn how improper your Con- 
ſtruction is. | 
But I muſt go back to Biſhop Patrick, who ſays indeed, that 
the Ancient Chriſtians thought this Text might be apply'd to 
the Son of God, the Eternal Wiſdom, ( and the Authors, which I 
have here before cited, have done ſo, but very differently from 
your Conſtruction of them) but he adds, that they were not 
reſolv'd whether they ought not to be apply'd to him rather in 
his human Nature; and he delivers lus own Opinion, that 
Slomon thought of nothing but the wiſe Directions God had 
: my them in his Word reveal'd to them by Moſes and the 
1 eta. 3 
Aud really your own following Quotations out of Accleſiaſti- 
ent, do confitm Biſhop Patrick's Conſtruction of Wiitom it this 
Chapter of the Proverbs, as 1 (hall new; which will ww YG — , 
bi, © e 1 nl 


* rr 


© Anfwer 68 them, and he a further Senvfctlen ef your unfafr 
D af your Quorarians, 484 of your Wearing yeuf 
- Texts, ds yay have done your Teſtimonies: Ms 

12 41 aut of Eccſ. i, 4. Wiſmom bath been ereated bo fare 

a tbin | es . 
Now it evident, that this is meant of Wiſdom, as it ſigni- 
fies the Grace of God, or, in Biſhop Patrick's Wards, the wiſe 
Directions given by God; for Verſe 3. She is with all Fleſh, 
| . * according to his Gift, and he hath given her to them that love 
Merz i . him: And Verſe 14. To fear the Lord is the Beginning of Wiſ- 
Sy ov FM” e dom, and it was created with the Faithful in the Womb, And 
Ja TWEK" «© Verſe 20. To fear the Lord is call'd the Root of Wiſdom. Now 
1 e what can this Wiſdom be, but that which Solomon had ask'd of 


2 Ch , God for himſelf, and God had given to him ? How can it be 
2 Snronh. 1 zpply'd to the Sin of God, as the Wiſdom of God? Is the Fear 
10. of God the Beginning, the Root of him? Was he created with 


Ady@. the Faithful in the Womb? And Verſe 3. The Word of God in 
the higheſt is che Fountain of Wiſdom. Now either the Word of 
God here is the Son of God, and then Wiſdom muſt neceſſarily 
be taken in the Senſe which I have mention'd : For the Word 
or Wiſdom of God, as denoting the Son, can't be the Fountain 
of the Wiſdom, or of the Son of God; or if the Word of God 
be taken for the Directions given by God, c. then Wiſdom 
muſt be underſtood to be the Fruits and Effects thereof, which 
is the thing I was to prove. | 
And this Conſtruction will be further evident by the 24th 
Chapter, out of which you have taken your next Quotation; 
P. 9, 10. and which is introduced by a Quotation, v. 7, as ask'd by Wife 
dom, which you have omitted: In mage Inheritance ſhall I abide ? 
And the Anſwer is given, v. 8. which you cite in part: Then 
© the Creator of all things gave me .a Commandment, and he that 
© created me caus'd my Tabernacle to veſt © 
6 Here you ſtop with a Stroke according to your Cuſtom , for 
the next Words are an Anſwer to the Queſtion, and would 
have ſhewn, that your Quotation was not to your Pur pole: Like 
John xvill. him who asd, What is Truth ? and went away Without ſtaying 
36. for an Anſwer. The Words which follow are: 
| And ſald, Let thy Dwelling be in Facob, and thine Inheritance 
© in Hrael. And v. 10. Ih the Holy Tabernacle I ſerv'd before him, 
and ſo was I eſtabliſh'd in Sion, /ikewiſe in the belovd City he 
gave me Reſt. And v. 24. All theſe things are the Book of the 
* Covenant of the miſt High God, even the Law which Moles com 
\ manded for an Heritage into the 1 of age 
Theſe fully explain what Wi/dom \s ſpoken of in this Chap- 
| ter, vie, Thar it was the Law, and ehofe Divine Inſtructiens 
Pfal. xx. which God had given more particularly to che Jews, and which 
1 are ſaid in the Seriprure to make them wiſe, and wiſer than 
50 cxix. their Enemies, who had no Knowledge of God's Lawi. 
And 
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41 
And the 36th Verſe Memorial is fester than Honey, and 
m Inheritance than the . Mens is the FAME as ip Pak. 1 
I 18: The Jude mente of the Lari are ſweeter than Haney and the 
Nehrcamg, ; 
And rhe 18ch Verſe, (I am the Mather of Laue, Fear, Know- 
140% and boly Hope ) is maſt properly app y'd ya Wiſdom, as ig 
is the Grace of God, and che Divine Aſſiſtance; for ic is God's 
Grace that begers theſe Virtues in us. | 
Bur if you will ſtill apply Wiſdom here to the Son of God, 
| then the 18th Verſe ſtiles him «/6y4ns, Eternal, or begotten 
Zig \ From Eternity. And Verſe 36. He that ſinn'th againſt Me 
* his own Soul, Surely there is no Sin but againſt 
0 0 a 4 
There are ſome Paſſages. in the Pſalms ſo exactly parallel to | 
your Text out of the Proverbs, that one would think Solomon 8 
had learnt and tranſerib'd them into his Proverbs from Moſes 
and David, as the Son of Srach, who imitated Svlomon, did 
from him, | 8 3 
Hal. xc. 2. Before the Mountains were brought = or ever Am 73 
thou hadſt form'd the Earth and the World , even from everlaſting ad 
thou art God; or from everlaſting to everlaſting thou art. dos Þ ava” 
Now if the Text in the Proverbs, Before the World, before he va oy d. 
made the Earth, and before the Mountains, do ſignify the Begin- 
ning of Wiſdom : And Eccl. i, 9. Wiſdom ſhall not fail to the End 
of the World (accord ing to your Trantlarion of theſe Texts) 
then you ought to conſtrue the ſame Expreſſions in the goth 
Han of the Almighty God in the _ manner, viz. Thar 
0 he did begin but, as Wiſdom did, before the World, and hall 
laſt to the End of ir ; which would be Blaſphemy : And ne- 
vertheleſs, to my Aſtoniſhment,. you do ſo confirue it; for 
P. 6. you cite this Halm, and render it, from the Age to the 
Age, or from the Beginning of the World to the End of the 
World, thou art God, 35 | 
Pſalm xciii, 2. The Lord reigneth the World alſo is eſtabliſh'd, 
that it cannot be moved. Ver. 3. Thy Throne is eſtabliſh'd of Old; 
tbon art from Everlaſting, | 
If this be 4pply'd to the Son of God, of whom the Fews 
affirm, (as Biſhop Patyfc& (ays ) this was a Prophecy, ſurely % Cone 
this ſufficiently expreſſes Eternity of if it be (aid of Got the ment. 
Father, then 1 Conſtructton of this will be as bad as the 
former, tor the Words are the fame z or if you will let them 
be underſteod as they ought te be, ef the Eternity of God, 
you muſt in Juſtice underſtand the Text in the Proverbs In like 
manner, of the Eternity of the Son, if he be meane by Wiſdom 
in that Place, | e 
Before I difmifs your Texts out of the Proverbs, I muſt ſay 


ſomerhing ta che latter Part of rhe aad Verſe, The Beginning of 
his W 4 1. ; 


7 To 
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To this it might ſuffice to ſay, that if the Ways of God are 
everlaſting, las is ſaid Hab. iii. 6. then the Beginning of thoſe 
Ways muſt be everlaſting too; or, to ſpeak more n 
there is no Beginning of them. God the Father is ſaid to 
the Beginning and the Erd; ſurely this ſignifies his Eternity, for 
you will not ſay he has either; and this is ſaid in the Revela- 
tion more than once of the Son too, But let us confider what 
elſe this Word &py)y, which you render the Beginning, may 
ſignify in this Place ; for to interpret it ſo as to make Wiſdom, 
or the Son of God, the Firſt of his Ways; or, as you mean, of 
the Creation, and ſo a Part of it, is moſt abſurd, - as well as un- 
true, as I ſhall ſhew by and by. 
Ab ſignifies not only Beginning, but alſo Principle, Princi- 
pality, Dominion, Power ; and in theſe Senſes is us'd in the beſt 
Greek Authors, and in the Bible. | . 
Ariſtotle has wrote a Book, which he entitles, «eu Ag 
{T3008 of or concerning Principles q and ſo has Origen too. 
| In Phæ- And both Ariſtotle and Plato agree, (*) that & Y, 'the Prin- 
| | droyp, 243. eile, bs unmade ; for by the Principle it is of Neceſſity that eve- 
xy thing that is made, be made. | | 
Bl P. to, And your Quotation out of Clem. Alex. as you your ſelf ret» 
L ||| der it, agrees with this Significarion of the Word, God who 
1990 * Made the * or Principle of all things: And you add, 
ar || . © Peter perfectly well underſtood that Kane en, In the Begin- 
10% C ning, or by the Principle, God made the Heaven and the 
« Earth. 
And fois &py4 by Jaſtin us'd in your Quotation out of him, 
| i if you would have truly rendred that Paſſage, | ( 
WI || Why then will you not allow it the ſame Signification in this 
HEE Text of the Proverbs, ſince it perfectly agrees with what you 
Wl ( do allow, viz. that the World was made N the Word, ot ,. 
N ; aom of God; or, in the Words of Peter and Clement, the prin. 
ciple * And this very Text of the proverbs implies this Con- 
ſtruQion; tor the Concluſion of the Verſe is, e ap dur, for 
his Works; and thus the Two Parts of this Verſe will agree very 
well, the Principle of bis Ways for his Works, but then the Con» 
| ſequence will be, that the Sn of God (if he be meant here by 
. Wiſdom, which I think he is not) was nor created, for the 
| Principle is unmade. 5 5 
And why may not even the Word Beginning be equivalent 
to Principle ; for Origo, which ſignifies Beginning, is made an 
540 Word, Origin, and ſignifies alſo the Source or Spring- 
ad. | | | 


| 

| | The other Signification of cy), viz. Principality, Dominion, 
| 
| 
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Power, is very proper and applicable to the Eternal Wiſdom of 


f— al. 


—— 


C) Arx 3B C K erde 18 Grafen with in 1ſ bl fuer 
| God; 


| Hire 


and the Word of God Fr a 


_ bis Ways, 


Tat 7 


God; for he directs, orders, and governs us, and the whole Iſa. ix. 6. 


Creation; as the Prophet ſays, The, or whoſe Government (not & M] dpyjo 
Whoſe, Beginning) ſhall be upon his Shoulders. And fo in the fol- Meyn 1 
lowing Verſe, ( not his Beginning, but) his Government or Do- de hues 
minion is great. And thus Tertullian ex pounds both the Signi- P. 416, 
fication of the Word aN, and the Application of it: And moſt 5. 19. 


certainly the Text in Deut. xxxiii. 37. muſt be ſo underſtood, Ady, Hers 


which, as it ib in the Septuagint, muſt be rendred, the Power mog. 
or Dominion of God ſhall cover thee ; for ſurely you will not Mee! 
tranſlate it, the Beginning of God, who has no Beginning. And oy Sd d- 


» the 6th, dp Jy is render'd in the Margin, Principality z yd. 
* | 4 


fo alſo Col. i. 16. & , Principalities, 

There is another Account which may be given of this Text, 

and is certainly true of the Son, as the Wiſdom of God, (tho' I 

take it from a Book, whoſe Authority you will not allow, nor 

I aſſert) vic. He is the Way that leads to Cod; and in this rev Origen; 
ſpect he may very property be the Beginning of his Ways, ae do» 
and yet no created Being 3 or ſurely War this Wiſdom, this 257, 5.8 5. 
Lagos, that inſtructed the Old World, and came ar laſt into it, 


to ſhew them 4 more excellent Way z agreeably to this he ſay 


T am the May! No Man cometh unto the Father but by me an ou xlv. 
without (or ö from me, ye can do nothing, And St. Faul 6, 

ſays, Fean a all Things t bro Chriſt which ſtrengtheneth me, And Y ele. 

as he is ſtild the Author of our Falth, and the Captain, or Leader, John xy. 


© f dur Salvation, (in both Places, a % he may be proper» 5. 
* h War 


ſaid to be the Beginning of his for bie Works 2 For as Phil, iy, 
we are his Workmanſhip, ſo he ſhews us the Paths of Life, 13. 
and leads xs in the B mY Righteouſneſs, in the Way everlaſting ; Heb. xi. 24 
ight unto our Paths, that our Footſteps . 10. 
þ not. | Plal. xvi. 
Upon the whole, as Biſhop Patrick ſays, the anclent Fathers 11, 
thought this Text might be apply'd to the Fon of God; ſo it xxili. 3. 
was not apply'd to prove him a Creature, On the contrary, Ccxxxix, 


ne Euſebine, in the Chapter gens he ſays chat 24» 


omon gives. us the ſame Senſe, ve. that he was 3 he cix. 103. 
immediately cites this Text of the Proverbs ; ſurely you will Xvi. 3. 
not ſay, that he firſt makes Solomon aſſert his Divinity, and ehen 

quote his Words to prove him a Creature. And Pamphilus (") F. 760. 


an his Apology for Origen, immediately cites this oy _ 
O de- 


e had reckon'd into the Number of Herericks, thoſe w 


ny'd him to be the Firſt-begotten, and the God of the whole 


Creation, and the Word, and Wiſdom, which is the Beginning of 


** 9 


A, Eng, ui primogenitum eum negant, & totlus Creaturæ 
Deum, & Verbum, Sipiemian, que eſt initium vlarum Dei. 
| D But 


\ 


* 
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But as poſitive as you are, that this Text, Prov. viii, 22. is 
a full Proof, that Wiſdom 4 which you interpret to be the Son 
of God) was created , I find, p. 35. that you have quoted Ire- 
nau for applying this ſame Text to the Holy Spirit z and you, 
in like manner, infer from thence, that the Aoly Ghoſt was 
created by God : I have already ſhewn, that ir is not to be un- 
derſtood of the Son of God , and you have furniſh'd me with 


Arguments, that it cannot be conſtrued of the Holy Ghoſt , for 


ou make him to be the Creature of the Sn of God, and not 
mediately of God the Father; and if you will ſay, he was 


the Creature of God the Father by the Sin, yet how can you 


make him, as is ſaid, v. aa. the Beginning of his Ways, or, in 
our Language, he Firſt of the Creation; for you ſay, p. 37. 
e was not of equal Antiquity with the Son; nor can there be 
Two Firfis, or Two Beginnings z; nor could the Holy Ghoſt, the 
* before his Creator, (cif, the Son, by whom he was 
created. | 
This is what I have to offer in Anſwer to your Three Firſt 
Texts, p. 9. and in ſome Meaſure to the laſt out of the Reve- 


lation, As ili. 14. ſo far as relates to the Conſtruction of the 


Am- 


What iy meant by g A eng 


Col. li. Yo 
Phil. it, 6, 


Word &; and muſt be my Excuſe for the Length of whar 
I have ſaid upon them. | 


T come now to your Text, Col. i. 13. And, Firſt, to the 
firſt Part of it; Who is the Image of the Inviſible God. 

This Text which is here render'd Image, einde, and 
2 Cor, iv. 4. is in Heb. i. 3. 44% N Umm fwng. The 
Character of his Subſiſtence or Perſon; and the Words im- 


mediately preceding are, The . (or bright Emanation) 


of his Glory, equivalent to that in d. Chap. vii. v. 86, of the 
Eternal Light. Now What has been already faid of this Sp/ens 
dvr and Emandtion of the Eternal Light, may partly explain 
and by eine t For 
d that the firſt ſhould be infeparable, a ne- 
ceſſary Emanation from, and the fame with, the Erernal Light, 
and yet the very next Words fhould declare him to be ſuch 
an Image as is but a Picture, a Reprefentation of it, but In 


it cannot be {magin 


Nature and Effence different from it! And 1aepx))g properly 


ſignifles the Irpreflon, the Firm ſo that in Aim, 1 may fay, 
— imprinted the Godbead, or, as the Apoſtle ſays 

dwelleth all the Fulneſs of the Godbead : And, as He again ſays 

who being in he Form of God, thought It not Robbery to be equal 
with Cod; and who can be equal with God, or in the Farm of 
God, bur who is God, Infinite and Erernal ? And that the Apo- 
ſtle ſo means, is plain by the Expreſſion following, which is 


apply'd to his Manhood ; Taking the Form of a Servant, being 


made in the Likeneſs of Man. So then we muſt either with the 


Gnoſticks deny the Reality of Chriſt's Coming in the Fleſh, or 
we muſt own, that He, by being in the Form of God, was de- 


clar'd 


, In Him 
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clar'd by the Apoſtle as. #ruly God, and not barely, in your 
Senſe, the Image of God ; as by being in the Farm of a Servant, 
and in the L/ len r of Man, He was really Man, and not the 4p= 
r only of à Man. N | 
And in a Cor. iv. 4+ where tis again ſaid, Who is the Image 
of God, tis faid in e 6th Verſe, God hath ſhined in our Hearts, 
#0 give the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of God in the Face, 
or rather the Perſon, of Feſus Chrift : For ſo alſo megowmy ſig- 
nifies, und is ſo render'd, Chaps li. 10, And Dr. Hammond in 
| his Commentary ſays, Chriſt 1 * God to us, 
not as 4 Picture does the Bod y, but as & real, ſubſtantial Image 
And the very next Words in the Text, eb. i. 3. (of 
which we have been 2 are, upholding all Things by 
his Power, which none can do but God who is Omnipotent, 
I do own, that ed does properly, in the common Accep- 
tation of the Word, ſignify an Image or Picture of a Thing; 
bur as, I hope, I have ſhewn it does not, it cannot ſo ſignify 
in the Places aforefaid ; ſo ir will be plain, that this Word 
here muſt fignify not a Picture, but a full, lively and perfect 
Image. By another Text in this Epiſtle to the Hebrews, Ch. x. 
v. 1. The Law having a Shadow ai - to come, and not , url 
© the very Image ( or Image it ſelf ) of the Things... Here ry 1 = 
the Imege of the Things, muſt ignify a fill and perfed? Image 7 X96 
of the Things themſelves , or elfe if Image ſignifies only the 
PilShre of Repreſentation, tis no more than adhw, and then 
tis no 4ntitheſir, which way neceſſary in this Argument of the 
Apoſtle hy, tis a Contradi#ion in the very ſame Sentence, 
for It will run thus The Law having « Shade and not having 
the very Shadow. . 
L come now to the Second Part of your Text, 69 l. 13. the KI 
Firſt-boyn of every Creature, of of the Creation, as it ld ret® 
der'd, Rev. Il. 14. and ceived by you, þ. 1e. frem whenee you 
| would infer our Saviour to be a Creature, the the Firſt: born and 
the Chef of them, TS 
But it you would have added the next Verſe, and what fol- 
lows, it would —_— have appear'd that he could not be 
one of them, for ie la ſaid; | 
Fir by him were all Tölzer creared gba“ ave In Heaven, and Ver. 16. 
| eos 2 5 3 00 inviſible ; where they be Thrones 'Apyals 
or Dominion, or Frincipalities, or Powers ; all Things were crea» 
6d by dime av fee bw oO 
Hence it will follow, that if He made all Things in Heaven 
and Earth, and, as St. John adds, that without him was not any C. i. 2, 
Thing made that was made; ſurely, He himſetf was not made; Nele 
for a Creature could not make himſelf, All Things are of God, 40. 
and by God, Ariſtotle could ſay : But we need not the Divine Ariſtot. de 
Authority of the Scriptures, nor che Sagacity of 1 Philoſopher ; Mundo, 
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common Senſe is ſufficient to inform us, that the Maker cannot 
be a part of the Things made. | 


And the following Verſe would have told you, that he was 


God ; For it pleaſed the Father, that in Him ſhould all Fulneſs 
dwell , or all Fulneſs was pleaſed to dwell in him; and what that 
Fulneſs is, we ſee in the Second Chapter, v. 9. all the Fulneſs 
of the Godhead : Which Texr is introduc'd in a very remark- 
able Manner, as if the Apoſtle had foreſeen what . ſays in 
another Place, that the Wiſe, the Scribe, the Diſputer of this 
World, ( to whom the Doctrine concerning Chriſt, was Foo/iſhneſs, 
tho' he truly was the Power of God, the Wiſdom of God ) 
might attempt to pervert others from the true Chriſtian Faith. 
( For, as I obſerv'd before of the Platoniſts, Tertultian ſays of 
the Philoſophers in general, that they were Hereticorum Patri- 
arche.) He cautions the Colofians againſt their Inſinuations, in 
the Verſe immediately preceding; Beware left any Man ſpoil 


(or make a Prey of, or inſnare) you, thro! Philoſophy and vain 


Comment, 
465. 


Rom. i. 20. 


Acts Xvii. 
38. 


Deceit, after the Rudiments of this World, and not after Chriſt : 
Hy in him dwelleth all the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. And 
Dr. Hammond obſerves, that as owye is often loſt in the Geni- 
tive Caſe following it; as, . odua*-ws, Me, onue Kerry, Chrift ; 
ſo here ie, Bodily, may be taken in the ſame Senſe by 
Identity of his very Eſſence. FPS, | 

And I think it is very obſervable, chat when in the 15th 
Verſe he had ſtil'd Him the Firſt-born of every Creature, the next 


Verſe begins, For, In, or becauſe, By him were all Things crea- 


ted, &c. Now if the Apoſtle had meant to aſſert him in the 


15th Verſe to be a Creature, the Reaſon he gives for it, or the 
Argument he uſes to prove it in the 16th Verſe, viz. Becauſe 


he himſelf created all Things, is the moſt ſurprizing that ever 


was urg'd by Man ; 2 by that Apoſtle, who had af- 


ferred, that the Creation of rhe World was a full Proof of the 
Eternal Godhead ; and therefore could nor now conſiſtently wirh 
himſelf make it alſo the Proof of a Creature: So that if when 
he undertook to declare to the Athenians the unknown God, and 


whom they ignorantly werſhipp'd, the Philoſophers, or even Men 
of common Senſe had heard him reafoning in this Manner, 
they would with Juſtice have cry'd our, What will this Babbler 


have ? 1 
What I have here before faid of the Signification of . 2p, 


may ſerve alſo to explain the, Meaning of Firft-born in this 


Text: For tho' the literal and primary. Signification of pes]6- 


O be firſt-born, yet as Primogeniture gave to the Eldeſt a 


Superiority and Dominion over his Brethren; So in this Senſe 


Tiewrevor 


ir ought to be taken here; and the 18ch Verſe of this 1 Colo, 
leads us plainly to it; for 'tis faid, He is the Head of the Body 
the Church, the Beginniog, the Firſt-born from the Dead, that in 
all Things he might have the Pre-eminence ,. or, more literally, 
be Chict. 4 | | A 


»; 


E . . n - * — 


vi 


Fail 


So 1 Chron, xxvi. 10. Becauſe there was no Eldeſt, his Father In %% fy 


made him the Chief, or Ruler ; which Privilege did belong ro aggro 
the Eldeff, and which, as ſuch, he might of Right have «©-. 


claim'd. | | | K Af NG. 
So when Iſaac had made Facob Lord over his Brethren, or of Gen. xxvii. 
his Brother, Eſau complain'd, that Jacob had ſupplanted him, 29. 
and taken away his ( aepT7mua, Rights of) Birthright, and Ts u- 
the Bleſſing which appertain'd to it. 1 0 Le 
And Pſal. Ixxxix. 27. I will make him my Firſt-born, higher 
than the Kings of the Earth; that is, ſays Dr. Hammond, the 


moſſt glorious of them; for, literally, David could not be the 


Firſt-born. | 

The lireral Tranſlation of this Verſe ſeems plainer to this | 
Senſe ; I will place him (leaving out my) Firſt-born ; that is, K 50 
ſer him in the Station of the Firſt-born, or Eldeſt, make him 
Chief. as in the Chronicles before · mention d; or Lord, as auc 
did Jacob. , ee = 

'Tis ſaid, Heb. xii. 23. ye are call'd to the general Aſſembly 
of the Church of the Firſt-born > Muſt this be conſtrued lite ral 
of the Church of the Hrſt- horn, or Eldeſt, as tis in the 758 
om, v. 31. he ſmote all the Firſt-born in Egypt ? No, ſurely; 
this is meant, and fo Dr, Hammond expounds it, of the Apoſtles Rom, xvi. 
and firſt Converts ro Chriſtianity ; and ſo Epenetus is call'd the firſt ,, 
Fruits of Achaia, thoſe who had the firſt Fruits of the Spirit, viii. 23. 

And St, Paul tells us, another Title our Saviour had to this 
— — of Firſt-born, viz. Whom he did foreknom, he alſo did Rom. viii. 
predeſtinate to be conform'd to the Image of his Son, that he might 29. 
be the Firſt-born among many Brethren : Or, as he is ſlild, 
Heb. ii. 10. in Terms equivalent, the Captain of their Salvation, Agg. 
whom, v. 11. he was not aſbam d to call Brethren; or, as it is 
Heb, Xii. 2. the Author an _—_— of their Faith. APW rs 
To conclude this Point ; fürely there are many figurative 
Expreſſions, which it would be abſurd to conſtrue literally; 
T am the Vine ; This is my Body, &c, Nay, ſome Things, which 


To - 
xov Oops 
{al M 


are ſaid of Men, cannot be fo taken neither; a new Creature, 


created in Chriſt unto ꝑood Works, born again, &c. Shall we lay, 
like Nicodemus, Can a Man enter the ſecond Time into his Mother's 
Womb ? To which, and to all ſuch Conſtructions, there needs 


no other Anſwer than what our Saviour gave to him, Art thou John iii. 


a Maſter of Ifrael, and knweſt not theſe Things ? 10. 
There remains but one Text more which you have cited, 
vid. Heb. iii. 2. Who was faithful to him 

that, in our Tranſlation, appointed ? FTI 


Tet ay Th 
in your Tranflation, made 5 


And you fay, * that the Author to the Hebrews directly affirms, p. 31. 


Hat God made Cltriſt, which in the 4th Century was reckon'd ſo 
* Heterodox, that this Epiſtle was in jome Places ſeldom read in 

© Publick , and that partly cut of the-Drzad vf juch an Expreſſion ; 
as Poilaſtrius aſſures. | . 

IA D 3 I have 


; Vet. 14: 


[148] 

I have not that Book, fo I can't trace you in this Quotation : 
But I wonder that it was poſſible for any Man to dread this Eu- 

reſſton or Text; for I will, with . Aſſurance, affirm, 

hat the Apoſtle does not ſay that 
Senſe, or in any Senſe, that cven an Athanaſian (2 ou term 
us) will not acknowledge with 7%, and with a full — of 
Falch; But that you ſhould fo tranſlate and apply this Text 
to prove the Son of God a Creature, and charge the Apoſtle 
wich aſſerting it expreſily, I would not have believ'd from any 
Man but your ſelf ; for ſurely never was any Part of the Scri- 
pture ſo perverted and diſtorted to ſerve a Turn, 

I do agree that whe docs Kung to make in your Senſe, 
ang you cannot deny that ir alſo ſignifies ro appoint or conſtitute; 
and that it is ſo us'd ſometimes in Scripture. . 


1 Chron. xx vi. 10. 


. „made him Chief. 
"we Father? Amur ewrey dp govie.. 


. 


* 8 Rev. i. 6. 

4 Cow made us Kings and Prieſts, 
'Empiyaw Hts Caomndie Y Higeire 

| a „ F He ordained Twelve. 

Mark ili. 14. EN M 


Chriſt glorify'd to be made an High Prieft. 
not himſelf LT νν˖ df 


Which Word 5% % more ſtrongly denotes making in Jour 
Senſe, than myozy:; and yet ſurely no Man will make ſo ri- 
diculous a Conſtruction of any of theſe Texts as to call them 
Creations, as you would have this 3d Febr. to be underſtood 
which plainly ſignifies no more than appointing , or , if you 
pleaſe, making him our High-Prieft ; as will be moſt evident. 


This Third Chapter begins thus: | 
Wherefore, holy Brethren , conſider the Apoſtle and High-Prieft of 
our Profeſſion Chriſt Jeſus, who was Faithful to him that 


ee. 


Wherefore denotes an Inference from ſome Premiſſes, and ſo 


leads to the Context, and the foregoing Verſes at the End of 


the ſecond Chapter, vx. | = 
F:raſmuch then as Children are Partakers of Fleſh and Blood, he 


bo himſelf took Part of the ſame, that thro' Degth he might de- 


lt 90 him, that had the Power of Death, that u, the De- 
1 


od made Chriſt in your 


FET 2D 


Fur 


too l our 


TY Tan: 
For a be took on Hm the Seed of Abraham. — 8 
Wherefore in all Things it behov'd him to be made ihe wnto his 


|  Byethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful by, 


” Things pertaining to God to make Reconciliation for the Sins of the 


0 

For In that he himſelf hath ſuffered being tempted, he ie able to 
ſuccour them that are tempted, 

2, — the Third Chapter, Whereſore , holy Brethren, 
b. 88 Above. | 

You may ſee that the whole Diſcourſe of the Apoſtle relates 
to his human Nature ; He took upon him Fleſh and Blood, and in 
all Things was made like unto his Brethren , and the Reaſon given 
for it is, That he might be a merciful and faithful High-Prieſt in 
Things pertaining to Cod; and then to offer up himſelf a Sacri- 
fice to make Reconciliation for the Sins of the People : Was it not 
in this Reſpe&, os Man, that he dy'd ? For, ſurely , tis Bla- 
ſphemy to ſay, that his Godhead dy'd ; and yet I know not 
how you can avoid it, if you apply your Text to his Divine 
Nature, Was it not, as Man, that he became our High-Prieſt ? 
Do not you argue from thence againſt Polycarp's and Fuſtin's 
calling him Eternal High-Prieſt? Was is not the High-Prieſt that 
was Fithful ? If then he that was faithful was the High-Prieft ; 
if the High-Prief was he that dh d for us; and in order to it, 

eſh and Blood, and became Man, then it was as ſuch, 
viz. as Man, that the Apoſtle ſays he was made and conſtituted 
High-Prieſt , who, as St. Paul ſays , ever liveth to make Inter- 
9 * for us, 

I muſt alſo take notice that he is here ſtil'd Apoſtle too, or 
as the Word ſignifies, M 17.14 Now he was that Meſſenger 
as Man, to bring us the glad Tidings of Salvation, and to teach 
us an holy Religion, by which we might obtain it : So that 
he, who was made or conſtituted an Apoſtle and High-Prieſt, 
may alſo be ſaid to be made, becauſe both as an le and 
TONE be wag Man , and was therefore made Man, that he 
mighe be Both. | 


ver. 16. 


17. 


P. 28. 


Hebr. vil, 
2% 


have now gone thro' and examin'd our Texts and your 


Teſtimonies ; and, I hope, have ſhewn that the One are either 


not applicable to your Purpoſe, or very ſhore of proving what 


you aim at: And for the Other, I am very ſorry I muſt (a 

you have very groſsly corrupted your Witneſſes : Such Evi- 
dence is enough to ſpoil even a good Cauſe , but I muſt own 
ſt is very proper for'a bad one, which wich ſuch only can, 
with any Colour, be ſupported : Nevertheleſs you do, in 4 
very pompous Manner, ſum up your Evidence; but I can't be 


convinced by it; for your Premiſſes do not warrant your Con- 


.eluſion, nor ought I to be carry'd about and toſs'd to and fro with Gal.iv.,14 


every Wind of Doctrine by the Sleight of Men z and this Advice is 
repeated, Heby, 13, where after the Apoſtle had in the 8th 
Verſe told us, chat Jeſus _— was the ſame Teſterday, ay 70 

| 4 = 


2 Pet. iii 


I 6. 
Tic xg- 
cave 

16, 

1 9. 


__ Sugeln- 
A0. 


4 


1 Tim. iv. 


Rom. xi. 


| [ 50] 

Day, and for ever; he adds in the gth Verſe, be. not carried about 

with ſtrange Doctrines; and Rom. xili. 17. he prays us to be- 
ware of them that cauſe Diviſions and Offences contrary to the Do- 
&rine we have learnt. And indeed I wonder that the Praofs, 
which you have produced, could pervert you from the Faith 
into which you were baptiz'd ; Bur the Spirit expreſsly ſpeaketh, 
that in the latter Times ſome ſhall depart from the Faith ; and 
the laſt Verſe of the preceding Chapter tells us, what that 
Faith was, viz. The great Myſtery of Godlineſe, God manifeſted 
in the Fleſh, But they who had their Denomination from a 
Pretence of greater Knowledge and clearer Inſiglit into the 
«nd of the Chriſtian Religion than others, were the Men, 
who moſt corrupted the Doctrines of it by their ſtrange Opi- 
nions; and they were the unſtable who wreſted (or perverted, 

or deprav'd ) the Scriptures , which ſurely are profitable for Do- 

Frine and Inſtruftion : And tis a terrible Threatning pronoun- 

ced by David to the Adverſaries of Chriſt, and repeated by 


2 Tim. iv. St, paul, Let their Eyes be darkned that they ſee not; and let 


that which ſhould have been for their Welfare , become a Stumbling- 


Pſal. Ixix. block, an Occ ſion of their Falling, and their Recompence. 


In ſtating the Texts and Teſtimonies on both Sides, you 

9. have begun with the Texts cited by Mr, Seatpn , and have 
mention'd moſt, but not all of them: And you have thought 

it a ſufficient Anſwer to inſert your Interpretation of the Terms, 


&vTemedv- Eternal, Eternity, by the Words Age and the World, of which 


I have already ſaid what occurr'd to me. 

You have aſſo, with a ſeeming Generofity, added ſome Te- 
ſtimonies from the Fathers, in which alſo you inſert your Con- 
fixu&ion of Eternity, and very remarkably in the 8ch and ↄth 
Pages your Author calls Chriſt's Generation va; aev, Beginning. 
tefs ; and you help us to underſtand , according to your Noti- 
on, but contrary to the Signification of rhe Word, His Gene- 
ration Oply before the Beginning of the World. 
| Then you ſum up all by ſaying, b 5 

© Theje Paſſages out of Euſebius, c. bid the faireſt for a real 

Eternity of the Son; yet tis plain from other Paſſages, that 
all of them were utterly againſt a proper Eternity of the Son, 
t as we ſnall ſee hereafter. . Ok 

By which laſt Words I ſuppoſe you mean your Quotations 
on the other Side, Theſe I have examin'd, and will, with 
Tome Confidence, affirm, that you have by no Means made 
good your Aﬀertion 4 and ſince you ſay, tflat theſe are the 
principal Original Texts and Teſtimonies which concern the impor- 
© tant Subject before u, 1 might venture to Jeave the Matter 
here, and fay to you, in your bown Words, P. 37. If you will 
oerl review only your own Evidence, and ſlate it Fairly, with- 
out putting Words into your Witneſſes Mouths, and make a 
juſt Eonftraftion of your Quetations : I might a" 50%, 

ſuppoſing you had no Blaſs, Whether you can in Conſe ber 


10 
: 


5 wy i}. 
in the Opinion chat our Saviour is but 4 Creature, ſo contrary to 
the Original Chriſtian Religion? Nay , I will add, fo contrary 
to all the Predictions of the Prophets, the Interpretation of 
many Texts by the Learned Fews themſelves, and the Expe- 
Cation of the Fewiſh Nation of what their Meſſiah was to be, 
viz. the Word of God, the Son of God, God equal with the Fa- 

| ther, And for this | have the Authority of yqur great Euſcbi- 

ur, which I have already cited, (whom you ſay none of the p 

Learned will any more pretend that he was an Athanafian ; and 33˙ 
therefore he can't be charg'd by you with Partiality to our Do- 

% frine.: ) He ſays, that the Hebrew Oracles ſtile him the Word 

of God, God of God, as we Chriſtians are taught to ſpeak of 
him ; and for Proof quotes ſome Paſſages out of Moſes and 
David, and that the Jews applied to him even the incommunica- 

ble Name Jehovah: And I hope by further Evidence and full 

- Proofs to make good the following Propoſitions, which com- 

I - prehend what I have to ſay upon this Subject. 


I, That many Paſſages in the Old Teſtament, which were 
ſpoken as of God, were interpreted by the Learned Fews them- 
ſelves of the Word of God in the highe$ Senſe 3; notwithſtanding 
what you ſay, p. 25. (without producing any Evidence for it,) 
that the ancient Chriſtians never look'd upon them as true of the 
6 Son himſelf, but of the Father only. ; 
2. That the Fredictions of the Meſſiah make him to be Eternal 


3 od. 1 
| , | 3. That the Fews had this Notion of their Meſtuh. | 
88 4. That the Scriptures of the New Teſtament expreſsly de- ; 


clare him to be ſo. 


Which when I have done, I hope I ſhall free my ſelf from 
your Suſpicion which you inſinuate, that I have a Biaſs in this P. 38. 
Queſtion, meaning, I preſume the Prejudice of Education ; 
for which, indeed, I daily bleſs the good Providence of God, 
and * by his Grace ſhall never caſt off that firſt Faith, but 
rather be ſtrengthen d in it by that Holy Spirit, which hath fur- 
niſh'd to me in the Scriptures, and enabled me in ſome Mea- 
ſure to give, many Reaſons for it, | 

"ho Tho' I may ſay, as in Controverſies at Law, he that will ſue 
me for my Poſſeſſion, muſt firſt make out hjs own Title, before 
IT need produce any Evidence for mine; ſo ſince we are in Poſs 
ſeſſlon of this Doctrine for which I contend, and this Poſſeſſi» 
on has been for 1700 Years, therefore till you have made ap- 
pear the Truth of yours, by better Proofs chan you have Ri- 
therto produced, which yet you ſay ure the beſt you have, 
there can be no great Occaſion, much lets have you any Right 
to demund of me, to confirm, by ul Teſt\monics, our Con- 
feſſlon of that Fajth, on which Chriſt has founded hls Church, 
(againſt which the Gates of ell ſhall ut pro val. . 


P. 24. 


521 
But before ! * l defire to ſay ſomething to the Claim 
you make to the Septaazint Verſion, from whence, you ſay, 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles ama, quoted the Old Teſtament. 
That their Quotations were generally from the Septuagin# 


Tranſlation, 1 do not deny; much leſs will J deny the Autho- 
rity of chat Tranſlation, _— of thoſe Places referr'd to 


in thoſe Quotations But that their Quotations were always 
out of that Tranſlation, I believe, when you think again, you 
will not ſo peremptorily aſſert, becauſe there are Inſtances to 
the contrary. | | 

And you cannot deny, but that 'tis only a Tranſlation, and 
therefore cannot be more authentick than the Original Hebrew; 


| nay, as the Author of the Prol _=_ to Eccleſiaſticus ſays, *it 
fo 


* muſt come ſhort of ſome Words , for the ſame Things utter'd in 
* Hebrew, and tranſlated into another Language, have not the 
fame Force in them; and not only theſe Things, but the Law and 
* the Prophets (or Prophecies ) have no ſmall Difference when they 


© ave ſpoken in their own Language. And I will add, that there 


John v: 19: 


2 Tim, iii. 
46, 


is one very material Word in Hebrew, which cannot be expreſs'd 
by any Word in any other Language; and as there are Idioms 
in every Language, ſo the Tranſlation muſt be underſtood in 
that Senſe, in which the Original is taken; and tho' our Sav/- 
onr quoted the Greek Verſion , yet he did not ſpeak in the 


Greek Tongue, and the Fews took what he ſaid, in the Senſe 


in which they underſtand their own Texr, as will be manifeſt 
by and by: And the Apoſtles, who had the Gift of Tongues, 
delivered their Do@rines, which they receiv'd from him, in 
plain Words, ſuch as their Hearers underſtood, and as fully as 
the Myſteries of our Salvation could be expreſs'd ; and there 
may be very good Reaſon, why our Saviour and they chuſe 
to relet to the SeptHdgint, to Wit, becauſe the Greek Was then 
the moſt common Language s and Which even the Jews them. 
ſelves by their Diſperſion had learnt, and many of them had 
obtait'd the Name bf Greeks 6f Hellenifts, and ws'd the St ug 
int Tranflation z and finee the Gentile World, 4s Well as the 
Jews, were t be converted to'the Faith in Gbrift, it Was pro: 
per t fefef them to the Writings of Miſes and the Prophets - 
which teſlify'd of him in the Language which they und erffeed, 
But ſurely this was not ferting afide the Hebrew Bible; for if 
the Scriptures were given by Inſpiration of God, and holy Mon 
Cod fa de 4s they were mov'd by the Holy Ghoft ; then furely the 
who originally writ in Hebrew, were ar leaſt as much inſpir'd 
as the LX XII Tranſlators of their Wrirings; nay, it che 
LXXII had been enabled by the Holy Spirit ro tranflate ex · 
actly and literally, yet if what was fo tranflated was not writ- 
ren by Inſpiration, the Tranſlation, tho made by Inſpiration, 
could not make it to be of Divine Authority. 4 
ny 0 
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Ido not (ay this that Ipretend to the leaſt Knowledge of 
the Hebrew Tongue; but I have learnt ſome Things from Au- 
thors who did, which I may have had, and may have Occa- 
ſion to mention in what follows, | 


1 


And ſo I proceed to my Propoſitions, 

Firſt, That many Paſſages in che Old Teſtament, which were 
ſpoken as of God, were, interpreted by the Learned Jews of 
the Word of God inthe higheſt Senſe, 


The Lord ſaid. | . — f The Word of the Deut. 34.4. 
| 3 Lord ſaid, 
| | | Arab. Verſion. 
Whom the Lord knew | Deus allocutus eſt | Who knew the Word 10. 
© Face to Face. eum ſine medio, of the Lord talk- 
| ing with him, 
| Arab. Verſion. 
Moſes went up unto | Ad Angelum Del. And Mhſes went up Into Exo. 19. 3. 
od. this is ſo intrepre- | the Preſence of the 
ted by St. Stephen, | Word of God. 
Acts 7.38, 
Twill eſtabliſh my Co- — 11 yy eftabliſh My 17.7. 
venant between | | Covenant between my 
Me and Thee, | | Word and Thee, 
If God will be with | 7 If the Word of the Gen. 28, 
me, thenſhall the Lord be with me, 20, 21. 
Lord be my God, then the Word 9 | 
| the Tho ſhall be 
; m "Ip 
chald. Paraph, | 5 
t am He, and there | Servus meubChriſlns The Word of the Peu. 32.39. 
| it 0 God Heſides | duem elegl. Lord faid, I am Ila. 43.16: 
me. %, &e. He, who Was, and 
is, 4nd is te eme, 


and there is ng 
other Ged be ides 
5 | | ine, Tt kill, & 


And 2 mare, Which you will find in Dr. Hammand's Com- 
m on the New Teſtament, and in Biſhop Patrich and Biſhop 
75 | 

I find in Exeh, i. 24. As the Voice of the Almighty : This is o- 
mitted in the common Impreſſions of the Septuagint Bible, bur 
hr to be inſerted ; for in the Polyg/at Bible, I find ir in che 


ou 
>= ct Chaldee Paraphraſe, Syriac and Aradick, Vocem Saddai, 


velut wvocem omnipotentis , vocem Domini quaſi vocem Dei po- 
rencifſiral ſufficientiſſimi, Theodoret : ©; pwyiy 215 ce“; 


* 


nom A OOO — — . ͤ——— — 


= EE 
and in ſome Copies, &; ou deß oz Ae; which ae- 
cording to the Septuagint is, gwviv 7% Abyu: So that what in 


the above-mention'd Places was in the Original, God, and ſo 


rendred by the LXXII, but rendred as above, the Word of 
God ; here in this Paſſage in Ezek. which is in all the Lan- 
guages rendred God Almighty, is according to the LXXII, the 
Voice of the aiy &, the Word of God. | on 

I preſume it will not be deny'd, that by the Angel of the Co- 
venant, and the Angel of his Preſence, the Meſſiah was -under- 
Rood by the Fews, and now alſo by all Chriſtians : Let us ſee 
then what is ſaid of this Angel. | 


Exod. iii. © The Angel of the Lord appeared unto Moſes in a Flame of 
2. Fire out of the Buſh ! And in the 4th Verſe, he is ſtil'd, God 
Kue, (the Lord; ) and in the 6th Verſe he ſays, I am the God of thy 
va] - Farther, the God of Abraham, | 

Vr. Behold I ſend an ( my) Angel before thee. . Obey 
Ge bs. his Voice, for he will not pardon your Tranſgreſſions; for my 
Exo. xxiii. Name is in him, that is, he js God: For my Name im- 
20, 21. plies and ſignifies Eſſence, as Deut. 28. 38. That thou mayſt fear 


this glorious and fearful Name, the Lord thy God: And ſo 


Pſal. xx. 1. The Name of the God of * de fend thee, that 18, 
Cd defend thee; for the Name of God was not like an Amulet 
or Charm, as ſome ſuperſtitious Fews uſed their Phylacterles, 
to keep them from Hurt: And fo expreſsly, Exod, iii. 13. What 
| te his Name? v. 14. Tam that Tam: And fo our Saviour ſays 

John xiv. 11. I am in the Father, and the Father in me; a 
who can forgive Sins but God, Mark il. 9, | 
Bp.Kidder, And Maimonides explains this Text to be meant of the pro- 
phet, Deut. xviii. 18. chat was to be rais'd like unto Moſes z and 
Malachi calls him che Meſſenger of the Covenant, Chap, iii, 1. 


and St. Paul ſays, 1 Cor. x. 9. and Heb. iii. 9. it was Chriſt, who 


was tempted in the Wilderneſs. 


Gen, xviii, Of the Angels n Abraham, one was 8 BI . | 
n 


2. gel of the Covenant, e is all along ſtil'd the Lord; and in 
the 1ſt Verſe the LXKII. render the Lord, 6 Sus, God. | 
Exodus My Preſence ſhall go with thee, (ſays God to Moſes, in An- 
XXXiii. 14. ſwer to him, who, v. 12. had ſaid, Tho haſt not let me know 
Aud whom thou wilt ſend with me;) and this is rendred by the 
megmod- LXXII, I my ſelf, (God ) will go before thee. 


orpeards. The Angel of bis Preſence ſaved them: This the LX XII render 


Iſa. xiii. 9. very elegantly, not a Meſſenger, nor an Angel, but he ( Godt) 
Oo re himſelf ſaved rhem. | , IE % : 3 
g 8&8 low is it polſiple to interpret this eſpecially, (or indeed any 


&zx@ of the foregoing Texts) as of a Perſon reprelenting and per- 


© ay7.s ſonating 


the Father, (as you ſay p. 25.) in ſpight of even rhe 
e007) ay- Neg 


ve.Words, not a Meſſenger, not an Angel, but he himſelf. 
all mention but one more, and that is Gen. xxii. The 
to Abraham to ſacrifice Iſaac was from God, v. 1. 
The Angel of the Lord call d 10 him out of Heaven, and, 
En | | 2 8 v. I 2. 


„ 


v. 12. ſ aid, Lay nor thy Hand 1% the Lad . | for now I k that 


fore; and Biſhop Patrick quores Eplp 


[5s] 


thou feareſt God, ſeeing that thou haft not with-held thy Son from 


Me: This muſt be the Angel of the Covenant; ſor the not wich- 
hold ing his Son from Me, muſt be from him who, VI. gave 


him the Command, and whom by fo doing he ſhew'd that he 


fear'd, viz. God; and v. 14. The Angel of tbe Lord calld to 


Abraham a ſecond time, and ſaid, By My ſelf have I ſworn, Ce. 
And the Apoſtle, Heb. vi. 13. gives the Reaſon of it, viz. 


fore he, this Angel of the Covenant, muſt. be equal with the 


Supreme God: And ſo Abraham, v. 14. calls the Name of that 
Hate by rhe Name of che Supreme God, Fehovab-jireh, 


Secondly, The Preditions of the Meſſiah make him to be Zter- 


nal God. 


becauſe he could ſwear by no greater than himſelf; and ther- 
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I think we are agreed, that there is no God beſides the Lord, 


ſays God, war no God form'd, neither ſhall be. after me; I, even 
I am the Lord, and beſides me there is no Saviour ? If then I can 
ſhew, that the incommunicable Name of God is given to the 
Meſſiah, that he is ſti'd the Lord, and God, and chat the eſſential 


Attributes of God are predicated of him, I ſhall ſufficiently make 


good my Propoſition. 
rms 


of the Texts Which I have mention'd under my Firſt 


Head, are alſo Proofs of this Second; and having had Occa- 
fion to mention others in this Letter, and ſeveral having been 
cited by Mr. Seaton, I ſhall here take notice but of ſome few 
more. E 


and chat he will not give his G/ory unto another; for before me, Iſa. xlv. 3. 


xlii. 8. 
xliii. 10, 
11. 


God ſaid, Let us male Man, Re. Juſtin Martyr urges this to Gen. i. 26. 


Trypho ro the ſame Purpoſe for which I now cite it, and rrears 
the Jews Anſwers to it very — as I obſerv'd be- 

anius tor ſaying, that this 
was underſtood by all.che ancient Chriſtians to denote a Nura- 
lity of Perſons in the Deity ; and that the Jews, who would 
evade it, do it in a moſt ridiculous Manner, and therefore no 
Chriſtian ſhould imitate them; nor ſhould you contrad ict your 
Euſebius, and your own Quotation, p. 35. out of Treneus : The 
firſt ſays in his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſt. p. 6. chat the Words in this 
Text of Geneſis, were fpoken to Chriſt; and the laſt ſays. they 
were ſpoken to the Sn and Holy Spirit, And this Conſtruction 


of this Text is very well ſupported by St. John i. 3. All things 


were made by him, and without him (wels wwre, ſeparately from 


bim) was not any thing made; therefore not as the Inſtrument 


Which the Father usd in creating all Things, but as united 
with him in that Act of Omnipotence ; and therefore he was God 


. equally with the Father, who wanted not the Help of a Crea- 


ture to exert his Power, or to eaſe him, as of a Burden, in 
exerciſing it; and as it is ſaid, Rev. iv. 11. of Almighty God, 


Thou haſt created all things, and for thy Pleaſure they are and 


were 


56 
wwecreated ; ſo it is ſaid alſo of the Son, Col. i, 16. All thingi 


were created by bim and for him, 
Iſa. xl. 9. Fay unto the Cities of Judah, Behold your God : The whole 
| -— ow ſhews, that this was ſpoken of the Meffliaby as is 
alſo 5 
Iſa. liv. 3. Thy Maker is thy Hutband, the Lord of Hoſts is his Name ; 
and thy Meſſenger the Holy One of Iſrael, the God of tbe whole 
Rarth ſhall he be called. F-7 4 . 
' Exod. vl. 7 appeared to Abrahatio——by the Name F God Almighty ; 
| 3* but by my Name Jehovah wes I not known to bm. N 
| ſc is to be obſerv'd, that Jehovah is here, and in other Places . 
| of Scripruge, rendred by the LXXIT, es &, the Lord, fo 
that where -e &, the $ app n the eſtament 
hat wh e he I is apply' i he Old Teſt 
to the Meſſtah, it _ to be taken in the higheſt Senſe, or 
| elſe the LX XII ſhould have found ſome other Way of exprefs 
ſing Fehoweh, ſince there is no one Word in any Language _ 
e 


comes up to the full Signification of it; for it denotes 
ſence of God, vir. that is, was, and is to come; and is ſo pecu- 
In the Sep- liar to the Great God, (as in Hal. Ixxxiii, 18. whoſe Name alone. 
tuagint, js Jehovah) that the Jews out of a ſuperſtitious Reverence 
Wei. think it unlawful to pronounce it. | ES. 
Bur this holy Name is apply'd to the Meſfiab, and therefore 
he muſt be God. a 


Jer. " This is bis Name by which he ſhell be called, The Lord, or je- 


325) o— _ wg 


|. hovah, ow Righteouſneſs: In the Septuggint tis, Joſedec among 
Te n the Prophets. This cannot be properly a Name, for it is nat 
| votææ iven to the Meſſiah in the Old or New Teſtament; fo it muſt 
1 9 %2A&744 be underſtood according to the Signification of the Word, as 
amber - Immanuel, in St. Matt. i. and Iſa. vii. 14. was not literally the 
; e lo- Name of our Saviour, but to denote what he was, God with 

| | dex ey Tos us; and in like manner, as Fehoveh, to avoid pronouncing the 
e Word it ſelf, was ſometimes pronounced i and Sedec, ſigni 
| 


| | fying in Hebrew, Fuſtice or Righteauſneſs ; ic is as much as 

| ' _ to ſay, Jehovah our Righteouſneſs. | IIS 
FE Jer. xiii. And ſo he is again ſtil'd, The Lord (and in che Margin, Fe- 
20 16. bovaß) our Righteouſneſs, This is left out of the Scptuagint, as 
1 | is all in that Chapter from the 13th Verſe excluſive. * 
14 In theſe Chapters he is alſo call'd, The Righteous Branch, the 
is Branch of Righteouſneſs; which in the Septuagint is dvaman, as 
1 alſo in Luke i. 78. and rendred, The Day-ſpring ; ſuitable where- 
i | unto they alſo tranſlate, Iſa. iv. 2. (which in our Bibles is, 
' The Branch of the Lord ſpall be beautiful and glorious) &= Les, 
| ſhall ſhine: And what this Branch, or Day-ſpring was, the LXXIL 

tell us, viz. God; for the Words in their Tranſlation are, za. 

| | Adu · Let 5 Sg, God ſhall ſhine. "20 


EE: Thirdly, The Jews had this Notion of their Meſſiah, That 
IE: he was to be the Son of Cod, and, as ſuch, equal wich God. 


Now 


. E321 | 
Now if the Prophecies amount to this Lu they do) then 
t 


I mighe conclude, chat they who belle vd their Prophets, muſt, 
have had this Notion: But it will appear very plainly Fact; 


for | | 
When the mg Prieſt had folemnly adjur'd our Saviour, 
Matt. xxvi. 63. Tell us whether thou be the Chriſt the Son of 
God ? This ver u implies, that they expected the Son 
of God to be their Chylſt, or Meſſiah; but further, he anſwer d, 
on = 1 ſaid, or as St. Mark relates it, c. xiv. 61. I am; hereafter 
ye ſhall ſee the Son of Man ſitting on the Right Hand of Power, 
&c. (that is, judging the World,) as he ſays, Matt. lxi. 21, a 
Ch. xxiv, 30, 31. which was underſtood by the es to be the 
Office of the Son of God, as is plain by Luke xxii, 69, 70, for 
upon his ſaying, Hereafter ſhall the Sin of Man ſit on the Right 
Hand of the Power of God: Then ſaid all, Art thou then the Son, 
of Goa? Upon this Anſwer of our Saviour, the High Prieſt 
cries out, He hath ſpoken Bleſphemy ; which could not be, un- 
leſs what he had ſaid were an Aſertion of his being God; and 
the Jews told Pilate, 2 XIX. 17. We have a Lam, and by thaþ 
Law he ought to die, becauſe he made himſelf the Son of God, 
I. e. God, or elſe they had no ſuch Lax. a 
The aboveſaid Queſtion of the High Prieſt ſhews, as I have 
ſaid, the Opinion they had of their Meſſtah; which is yer 
plainer, as it is related by St. Luke, Ch, xxii. 67. where che 
Queſtion is put ſingly, Art thou the Chriſt ? And upon our Sa- 
viour's Anſwer, they make the Infererence by their Second 
Queſtion, Art thou then the Son of God? 3 1 
And that they underſtood that the Son of God was God 
equal to God, is plain by John v. 18. The Jews ſought to Fi 
him, becauſe he ſaid, God was his Father, making himſelf Mee 
with God. And ſo again, John x. 30, 33. he calling God his 
Father, they would have ſtoned him, becauſe thou being a Man, 
makeſt thy ſelf God. 7777 
So Fohn i. 43. When Philip had told Nathanael, that he had 
found him of whom Moſes and the Prophets had wrote, and 
Nathanael being convinced of ir, cries our, Thou art the Son of 
God... | | „ 1 
And fo ſaid Martha, Fohn xi. 27. Thou art Chriſt the n 
© of God, which ſhould come into the World, 
And ſo faid St. Peter, Matt. xvi. 16. and John vi. 69. Thou 
© art Chrift, the Son of the Living God. Upon which our Savi- 
our commands them, at the 2orh Ver. to tell no Man that he 
was Jeſus the Chriſt, or Meſfiah ; which ſhews that the Son of 
God and: Aſeſi ah, were Characters (in the Opinion of the Jews, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt ) denoring the ſame Perſon un- 
der different Reſpects, which our Saviour thus confirms; and 
further, he tells Peter, 1ſt, that it was his Father, which is. 
in Heaven, who had reveal d this to him; and 2dly, That upon 
6 this Rock, (vix. this Confeſſion of Faith) he would _ = | 
OM a e 


\ 
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© Chirch, and the Gates of, Hell ſhall not ptevail agtinſt it. And 
therefore ler them, who deny this Faith, take warp Hem?) 
are not underminihg this Roch, this Church of God, and Chriſti- 
anity it ſelf, againſt which all the Powers of Darkneſs ſhall net pre- 


| Acts v. 39. vail, leſt they be found to fight againſt God. And further, as our 


Snviour ſays, ohn viii. 24. If ye believe not that I am he, (or 
fam) ye ſhall die in your Sins: A dreadful Threatning, and 
ſhould be conſidered by every Man. - DN 

The very Objections which the Fews made to our Saviour, 


imply this their Opinion of the Meſſiah: For, ſay they, John 


ob 27. When Chriſt cometh, no Man ' knoweth whence he is; that 
is, in the Words of Iſa. liii. 8. Who can declare his Generation? 
Which is ſpoke of the Meſſiah. And ſo, Ads viii. 33. Philip 
expounds it to the Eunuch: And that both Iſaiah and the Fews 
meant his Generation, as he was the Son of God, is plain, be- 
cauſe as rhe Meſſiah was the San of Man, they did know that 


Eccl. Hiſt, he was to be the Son of David, ver. 42. of this Chapter, aud 


1. c. 4. 
P. 5. 


P. 23. 


Matt. xxii. 42. And thus Euſebius underſtands and applies this 
Text to his Generation, which no Words can expreſs. WE 

Again, John Xii. 34. We have beard out of our Law, that 
Chriſt abideth for ever; alluding to Hal. cx. 4. Thou art a Prieſt 
for ever after the erage { Melchiſedec ; which, by the way 
ſhews their Conſtruction of this Text; for. it was objected by 


the Fews to our Saviour for ſaying, that the Son of Man muſt be 


lift up: Tho you ſay, that tho' © Melchiſedec is ſaid to have hei- 


© ther Beginning of Days, nor End of Life, when he is repreſented 


© 45 a Type of Chriſt's earlieſt Origin and lateſt Duration; yet this 
© is certainly without the leaſt Pretence of a proper Eternity. Surely 
this Text ſhews at leaſt his Eternal Duration, as the aforetnen- 
rion'd Text, John vii. 27. and having no Beginning of Days; 
ſhews his Eternal Generation and Exiſtence ; and if having no 
Beginning of Days does not mean this, then having no End of 

Life, does nor ſignify his Everlaſting Duration: And as by 3 | 
Expreſſion, Earlieſt Origin, you mean that our Saviour Had a 
Beginning; ſo that of his /ateſt Duration ſeems to imply, thar he 
is to have an End, tho you dare not in Terms ſay ſo. But 


| Heb, vii. 3. what could the Apoſtle mean by adding to that Text, But made 


CLINE 
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like to the Son ot God, ſave only that as the Son ef God had 
neither Beginning nor End, which is properly being Eternal? So 
Melchiſedec, that he might be a Type of him, is repreſented as 
one, of whoſe Deſcent or pedigree, which was his Beginning, and 
of whoſe Death or End, no Account was given in Scripture, or 
could be given. 3 5 „ 
It is no Objection to what T have ſaid upon this Head, That 
the Fews expected their Meſſiah ſhould eſtabliſh a Temporal 
Kingdom in this World: For the greater he was, the more ca- 
pable he was of doing it; and they (who had ar firſt deen 
under a Theocracy, which, by their deſiring a King, they re- 
jected, and which was the Foundation of their Sin in 9 
| 8 | one 


* 
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dae) to be again reſtored to that happy State g e 
irreſiſtibſe Power of the mo God, who was to ſubdue all Na- Pal. xlvil. 
— bie Fret, and to the Heathen for his Inheritance, 3. 


and the utmoſt Parts of the Earth for his Poſſeſſion. And even — i. 8. 


ſome Chriſtians, the Millenarians, by miſinter prering ſome 
Texts of Scripture, expected our Saviour to reign wich his 
Saints 1000 Years upon Earth ;-and the v ay 1 chem- 
ſelves, who had fully acknowledg'd his vinity, had yer 


Thoughes and — of an Earthly Kingdom even juſt before 
his T2 Wilt- tho « at this Time OWE again the —_ Acts i. 5. 
” 7 * | 


Fourthly, The Seeder of che New Teſtament exp 7 
deen lare our Saviour to be God in the higbeſt Senſe. - 5 
- The Texts which I have already cited in this Letter do abun- 
* ſhew this Truth; and this is ſo large 2 Field, that 1 

—— to mention them all; bur be E will add, to 
— ake good my Propoſition. : © | 

Matt. 1. * 'An Angel from Heaven cells Foſeph, © that his 
Name ſhall be calłd Immanzel, which being interpreted, is 
0 * God with us, as had been forerold' by Iſaiab, Chap. vii. 14. 

Lute ii. 11, Cc. A Multitude of Angels: declare him to the 
6. « Shepherds to be Chriſt the Lord. - 

| Twice was this:confirm'd by a Voice from God himſelf, chat 
© This is - my beloved Sm, Matt. iii. 16, 17. and Ch. xvii. 3. in 
which laſt there is added a Command ro che Three Apoſtles, | 
Hear ye bim. 

Let us cherefore hear nia he fa ys of himſel, for they are Deut xvii. 
the Words of no lefs than Almighty God, and what thoſe Apo- 18, 19. 
hes inſtructed from Heaven — bath of God, do ſay of John xii. 


49, 50. 
Jahn i iv, 26. He rells che Woman of Samaria, that be is the l 


Meſſiah. 
* — ix. 35. And to che blind Man, that he is the Son 


"fan viii. 12. And to che ews, that he is rhe Light of the 
—_— as is ſaid of God, 1 John i. 5. \ 

oy - vi. 38. That he came down from Heaven. 

In vi. 33. That he giveth Life to the World. 

Jom xvi. 28. That he came forth from the Father, &Cc. 

«And N the Diſci ples underſtood this, is plain by theit Alt 
on xvi. 29. Lo now chou ſ keft plainl „ nom we are 

0 char #h5u knoweft all-things : — 7 | 

7 xvi. 30, We believe — thou cameſt forth from God. = — 
ave already mention d his - Aﬀercions of his own Divinity 
ich Prieſt in ſuch Terms, as would be Blaſphe- 
MN o an bat the Great Gad. And 


ee oe 


* —— — — 
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John viii. 28. hen you have lift ap the Son of Man, ye ſhalt 
TY know. that 1 am. A N N So 2 ö K ya 1 _ n 
8. (In expreſs aſſertory Terms) Before Abraham 
JJJJJJJCCCCC 4 aC5 or 
This is rhe peculiar Name by which God declar'd himſelf to 
| Moſes, Exod. iii. 14. and is repeated by God, Dent, xxxii. 39. 
And theſe Expreſſions of our Saviour are the very ſame thar 
Almighty God uſes, Ia. xliii. 10. that ye may know and believe 
me, and underſtand that I am: Before me there mas no God form d, 

IT neither. ſhall there be after me. 

TM 4vxyy Fohn x. 24. When the Jews complaining, ſaid, A Yong doeft 
j thou make us to doubt, (or, as in the Margin of our Bibles, hold 
geis At in Suſpenre?) if Then e Chriſt, teil us plainly; and he does, 


Lift up our v. 30. I and my Father. are one, z.; not one - Perſon, but one, n 
Soul, raiſe Eſſence. And ſo the Fews underſtood him; imputing therefore 


our Expe- to him Rlaſpbeny; and taking up Stones to ſtone him for it. 
#atioms +: Nevertheleſs 1 may, perhaps, be fold Two Things, Ther 


that thou this is interpreted One in Pawer 3-and;; that when the Jews un- 


art really derſtood by it, v. 33, that he made himſelf God; our &aviqur, 


the Meſſi- v. 34, Cc. makes, as it were, an Excuſe for. that Expreffion; 
ah we look ſaying, Is it not written, I have ſaid ye are Gods, GG oo. 


fer. Nou, if it be to be underſtood One in Power, (tho the Fews 
| took it otherwiſe, ) it will neceſſarily follow, that he is. One in 
#ſſÞnce too. For what are the Works, which are there men- 
tion d, and which he did in his Father's Name, and which tea 
ftify'd of him, v. 25. 7 no leſs than v. 28. Igĩve unto them Eter- 
nal Life; which ſurely God only can do; for though our Sie 
gur is appointed to jut ge the World, yet, às- a Fudge, he can't 
be ſaid to give: Eternal Life is tht Gift of Gad, Rum. vi. 23. 
Beſides, if he be Ore in Power, he muſt be Omnnipotent, which 
of all the divine eſſential Attributes, does oft denote God; 
and there can't be Two Omnipeents diſtinct in Eſſence, any 
more than Two Gods. a 1 
And as to the Excufe, it may be ſaid to be an Anſwer ad 
hominem, with a juſt Reproof of them; bur he did not reſt 
there, and leave chem to think he meant no more, for v. 37, 
38. he adds, If I do not the Works of im Father, believe me not; 
but if I do, tho ye | believe not me, believe tbe Works, that ye 
may know and believe that the Father is in me, and I in Him: 
And that the Fews did, certainly then, underſtand: chat he 
made himſelf God, the following Verſe ſhews, for they again 
ſought to take him, as at firſt they attempted, to ſtone him, 
And c. XRIi. 43. Ne that ſeeth me, ſeeth him that ſent me; 
and c. xiv. 7. If ye had zndwyn me, ye ſhuld have known my Fa- 
ther alſo, and from henteforth ye baue known and ſeen him e And 
tepear irs again to Philip, reproaching him for asking him: to 
| ſkew them the Father, ſaying, Have I been ſo long with yon and 
et haſt thou not known me? He that hath ſeen me hath ſeen tha. 
Father, and bum fayeft then ben, Chem us the Father? "Rh 
* ch : *. i f Jux Yo 


or reſt 
1 v. 37 
me not; 
0 that ge | 
in Him : 

that he 
Again 


— 


that ir wal 


Manner taught by Chriſt from Heaven, and was an Apoſtle not 


6] 
Surely cherefore, I may ay, as our Saviour concludes the 
Account:he.ſends of himſelf to xh Baptift, Matr. xi 6. Bleſ« 
ſed is he whoſoever ſhall not be offended in me; for'as the Apoftle 
ſays, 2 Cer. in. v. 3, 4. Tf ion Goſpel he hid, it ic hid to (or in, 
s) ebem ebat ure loſt 5 which Expteſſion, in, ſeems to intimate 
that it ariuſt: bo #i/fubIgnorance ;: ſo glorious. (as he adds) is 
the Light of it. K un u Iran ain 1 © NI nee 
„mig add what he did in his n Name, as: à further Evi- 

en. of hie Dixiniey, vi. bur i K Ban g A 
organ of Sinr; giving the Holy Ghoft; workings fuclr Mira- 
cles as never werk wrought before, viz; in his on Name, and 
giving co other PoW er ro db rbe lie and greater in his" Nanit; | 
1i/ing dr ralſing dimſeſr fron» the deu z rtceiving diuine Worſhip, y 
ſuchaat is due £0God alone: All which ire aſſetted of and b ß 
him, -av4s:levideac:by.. plain Texts of Scripture, which Ido 8. 
not quote, becauſe I believe they are known to you, and can- 
wor berdemgad- nor! u. (e. O 2 „„ „ „ i loo 
8d that. for tie Dvimiry of our Saricur, we have had the 
Teſtimody uf G the Rather, wo WN Nor give his:Glory to ano- 
rher; anc} I. rh Gf Truth, m canmt he; and of Feſus Chriſt 
himſelf: chen of Gen, x Teacher i:of Righteouſneſs, wh would 
not be. ever 420 Han. if he taught a falſe aud blaſphtinous 
Doctrine. 1 ſnall no proceed to give yon the Teſtimony of 
the iy Ghoſt, che Spirit ef Truth, | by viſible Actions, and by 
ſpeaking in the Apeſtles, who: have left us this Doctrine upon 

Record in their Writings: And then I may conclude, as St. 

.. ſays, 1 John v. 10. He that belleveth not Gui; hub made 


im a Lyor, berahſe he believerbh not the Retord that God gave of 
> : id „ 871 ae IT) = 


7 - q * La * a \ 
Win Sk: 45 


Jehm i. ga; See. John Baptifi. ſam the: Spirit of Co »defceyding 
upon him lite a — . and, He, wholſent him to baptixe, ſaid, Vp- 
n wböm thou ſhalt ſee the Spirit deſcending and remaining on him, 


mae fame is he, which baptizeth with the Holy Ghoft ; and he 


bare Record that This is the Son of God. 


And as no Man can Jay that Jeſus Chriſt is the Lord but by the 1 Cor. ii. 
Holy Ghoſt, and chat all the Apoftles were filled with the Holy ——— 
Ghoſt, and kad the Advantage of attending him from the a &s ii. FR 
be faning of his Miniſtry, and of being Eye-witneſſes of his Ma- a Rs i. 21. 
Jeſty, and to have ſern and heard many Things, which are not 2 Pet. i. 
recorded in the Goſpele, and to have had the Scriptures ex- 16. 
dounded to them by Chriſt himſelf after his — and John xx. 

| given to them to ima the Myſteries of the Kingdom of 2 l. xxi. 25. 
Heaven; und that Se, Paid, in particular, was in a - miraculous | uk. Xxiv. 
27. 


ag ere Ad Luk. iv. 10. 
urely the Teſtimony of ſuch Witneſſes is much more Acts ix. 


— Men, neither by Man, but Y Jeſus Chriſt, and God the Fa- 
cher. 


valuable than thoſe which you have produced; tho' you had 1 Tim. i. 1. 


never ſo faichfully and fairly repreſented what your Authors Gal, i. 1, 


. Tay, For choſe are the Teſtimonies. of rhe: Hol) Chest, Which 12. 


ſpake 


——ä—— — —„V— — — * 


— — — — — 


1 John iv. 
Is. 
1 Cor. vi. 
19. ; 
John iii. 
34. 

God w. 
Antiq. p. 
58, 


— 
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ſpake in chem; and what they writ, St. John c. xx. 31. ſays, 
was for this Purpoſe, that ye may believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, 
the Son of Gd. NT) e 4 PLAY Raid oh 
Col. i. 19. It pleas'd the Father that in him. aud all Fulneſs 
dwell, (or all Fulneſs was pleas'd to dwell in him) rven all che 
Fulneſs of the Godhead, Cal. ii. 9. as our Saviour: had ſaid, 
John xiv. to. The Father that dwelleth in me; not by a Cammu- 


- nication of the Haly Spirit, as God may be ſaid to have dwelt in 


the Prophets and Apoſtles, and indeed. in. every g Han, whoſe 
Bodies are the Temples of God; for God gave not the. Spirit by 


| Meaſnre to him; nor much lefs in Clouds and Ceremonies, as the 


Glory of God between the Cherubini term d, Shechine, the Ha» 
bitation or Dwelling of God, but eſſentialj. But having men · 
tion d and ſaid ſomething of: this Text before, when I conſi- 
der'd your Quotation ef the 1 5th Verſe of: this Chapter, this 
may ſultice. , |. -.:; Yo oa 20 1 Slog&d5S0 00000 > 4 
John i. 14. We beheld the Glory, as of the only-begorten of the 
Father: Which Phraſe is dften repeated in Scripture, and muſt 


ſignify more than that Chriſt was, as truly others are the Sb of 


God, as being created by him; tho you make. created and begor - 
ten equivalent Expreſſions ;-and. if they were, he. could not be 
call d, the only-begotten: Which Word Only ſufficiently diſtin- 
guiſhes and denotes him emphatically the Sn, ag is ſaid by St. 
Paul, Heb. i. 2. God hath ſpoken to us, & vi&, By: the Son; 
The Son by eternal Generation and equal to the Fathet; us I have 
ſhewn already by the Scriptures, and by ſeveral: Quotations out 
of che Authors you rely upon. MEN 
2 Pet. il. 12. Looking for the coming of the Day of God, Thar 
chis was ſpoken of the Day of Judgment; and that the Day of 
Judgment is in Scripture call'd the Pay of the Lord Jeſus, is ma- 
nifeſt both by che other Parts of this Chapter, and ſeveral. 
other Places: And here St. Peter expreſsly ſtiles him God; and 
fo does St. Paul, 1 Tim. iii. 16. God munifeſted in the Fleſh 3 and 
Tit. ii. 10. God our Saviour; and v. 13. the great God and our Su- 


view: 1 John v. 10. We know that the Son of God is come, and 
* hath given us an Underſtanding, that we may know him that is 


Meppys 


Me oh | 
S AU 
x,w. 


tru:; and we are in him that is true, even in his Sn Jeſus Chriſt, 
This (dr., this Perſon ) Is the true God. ! 

I have in a former Part of this Letter mention'd Hebry, i. 3. 
There is another Text, Phil. Ii. 6. of the like Import; bur more 
plain and expreſs, as I have before alſo obſerv'd ; Chriſt Jeſus, 
who being in the Form of God, thought it not Robbery ( a taking 
to himſelf what did not belong to him, or he had no right #0) to be 
equal with God; i. e. God: Now _ in the Form of God can- 
not, as I ſaid before of the Image of his Perſon, be ynderſtood 
as if he were only a Repreſentation of God, and that he was 
not really and truly God, as is plain by the following Words; 
He took upon him the Form 44 a Servant, and was made in the 
Likeneſs of Man, and being found in Faſhion. as 4 Han. F 0 


ſebr. i. 3. | 


bur more 
iſt Teſts, 

a taking 
to) to be 
Cod can- 
derſtood 
It he was 
Words; 
ade in the 
— m For 


P © the Fathers, and of w 


* 1 
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it may as well be afgued from theſe latter Words (as ſome 


Hereticks have deny'd his Humanity ) that he was only in 4p- 
pearance, and not really a: Man, as that from the Image or Form 
of God, he was not traly God and equal with God. 

Non i, 20. St. Paul makes the Creation of the World to be 
4 full Evidence and Proof of the Eternal Power and Godhead; 
and that the World war made by the Son of God, not miniſterial, 
bur as God, I have before obſerv'd, and will be very plain by 


_ Aud Tere 1 muſi take notiee of your unfair Dealing, p. 6. 


where Col. ii. 9. is cited, The Fulneſs of the Godhead, you add, 
as if it were another Reading or Meaning of that Expreſſion 
(or Divine power; ) and you refer to this Text, Rom. i. 20. as 
if ch juſtify'd' you for ſo doing: Tho in this Text the Word 
Godhead is us d as well as Power; to which the Epither Eternal 
is added, which you changed to Divine; as imagining, tho' in 
vain, that it would better ſuit your Purpoſe, St 
Kum. ix. 3. Whoſe-are the Fathers, of whom concerning the Fleſh 
Chriſt came, who is over all, God _— for ever. Amen. Thus 
it is rendred in our Bibles, and fo by (1) Novatian, c. 13, & 
30. bur you tranſlate it (in your Letter to the Biſhop of Lon- 
don, p. 3.) The God over all be bleſſed for ever, Amen. But I ask, 
Why did you ſo render it; for neicher the Context, nor the 
4 _ Argument, nor the Greek (*) will warrant your fo 
| Ste Paul in the 2d and 3d Verſes having expreſs'd his grear 
Concern, even to a Degree of wiſhing himſelf accurſed or ſepa- 
rated from Chriſt, his Brethren, his Kinſmen, according to the 
Fleſh, left, as he ſays, c. iv. 14. thro their Infidelity the Promije 
to Abraham ſhould be made of none Effe#: He proceeds in a 
very Rhetorical Climax to ſer forth the great Privileges and 
Advantages they had, as ſo many Arguments to them above 
others, ro embrace the Faith of Chriſt; ſaying, * Who are I/- 
© raelites, to whom pertaineth the Adoption, and the Glory, and 
the Covenant, and the giving of the Law, and the Service (or 
* true Worſhip, alle.) of God, and the Promiſes; whoſe are 
, as concerning the Fle Chriſt came, 
* who is over all, God bleſſed for ever + That is, tho it was great 
Honour to them, thar he deriv'd his human Nature from them 
for he took on him the Seed of Abraham; yer as the Completion 
and Perfection of their Happineſs and Dignity, He was over all 
and no leſs than God bleſſed for ever. And this was the ſtronge 


( Quorum Patres & ex quibus Chriſtus ſecundum carnem, 
qui eſt ſuper omnia, Deus benedictus in ſæcula. 1 ** 

(9 as d iet Y VE Sy Xeuvds x7! ed dv 63H my ran 
Otros hoyuns e Ds "1 YE 6 ON Y. _ 
— 3 


nus. phet would not have been. without Hom, 


Tout bn to a; N72 in him, 


6 4 | 
10 @ neceſſary Ar 
becauſe — Me 2222 7 d n more 
by 0 
b the 15 bi 


than, of the 1 N wy or 
had th ic rotor roy . opp'd at, of | 
camg, the Ar N had been no NN than 4 une to 
Judy: 8,2; perſuade the Men of Sichem to make him K an your Bon 
| and your Fieſb : But when Chriſt came (as the ee ohn ul; 27. ; 


o Man hnoweth whence he "ng, . 4 the A "te le e tel 
them, Tho" according to the Fl come of 
ou oF, W 1 


Aan, yet he is allo truly Eternal any or 1. 
40 to have, 


cter "of him, which. they expected their 
they might have we 18 have ſaid, 44. es 0 x ren ys 
n 


 Erucifyd him, Id not %% the, Carpenter's Sn 
Mark, vi. Conclufion would Have, heen, as our Saviour 
kh among Fog own King 
and in big own Houſe, | 
This | rake to be the plain and naar Confirugion of the 
Apoſtle's Diſcourſe z but ou, - ſee, _ 4 * 
firſt tranſpoſe the Worth and th ey conſtrue th 
Grammar will nol bay 10 eee = Fig 18 
Tee vey this, In the. Letter and Order o b. ib, 


being over al Cad bleſſed for ever e Belng muſt A the War refer 
agg by d ag fee my Kn before 1 d. Chriſt and {6 Ter- 


Contra tulln a lies ky 2 n you leave out J 0 Being, and 


Prax. E119, fy poſe % F@ to be 4 
0 fu fum up this Manner, tis very obfervable that the Apoſtle 


ou ot our * in the ſame Termt, as the Fews uſe when 
ey name God; for they generally add BI ar ever, and 
Pr. Hamm. the e (alone, without the A I of denotes Als 


Comments mighty Cad; as is evident. by Mart xiv. 6 
175, 1 John 18. Cd is Lab; and this T aid alfo of chi, 
. Jobs 9, by the ſame Apoſtle z and gur Saviour ſays de of 
Himſelf, 70% viii, 13, J n the Light of the World, 
1 Tim. vi. 15, God is (til'd King of Kings, and fa is C briſh, 
| Kev. xvii. 14. & xix. a0. 

Acts xx. 28. Take heed to feed the Chureh: f God, which be 
bath purchas'd with, his. om Blood. 

Hebr, xiii. 8. Jeſus Chxiſt che = Teſterday, to Day 2 e e 
ever; Which ſurely denotes his Eternity; for this is equivalent 
to what is ſaid Rev. i. q, of the great God , which is, _ 

which was, and which is.to come. 
+ But Mr, Seaton havieg cited many Places of Seripture, in 
which the Things ſpoken pf God, and which cannot be ap- 
plied but to the mighty Cod, are alſo predicated in the higheſt 
Senſe of our $7viony ; Tfhall fay no more upon this Head, bur 

only that our Saviour muſt therefare be. God, or elſe we muſt | 
charge even the LE with Blaſphemy 

I prefume you will not deny, and therefore I need not quote 
Texis that Faith in our bard Jeſus ii made neceſſary e m. 
em1l 


y, and 
es Ale 


br. 


k it of 
; Chriſt, 
phich be 
* 


nvalent 


is, and 


Lure, in 
be ap- 
higheſt 


ad, dur 


ve muſt 


It quote 


y to the 


Remil- 


Liturg) 
: — 7, them #4 7 e in the Name 


; -N M that believeth, and 5s 


be done te Chriſt and te the 0 'Ohift | wand 


of our Dox ole 


651 


Remiſſlon of Sins, and eternal Salvation z that all the Mira- 


cles which were — 4 y the ap even the giving the 
Holy Ghoſt, were effe 
therefore might he require, John lv 1. Te bolleve In God, be- 
tieve alſo in me. For ſurely theſe are ſuch Inſtances of his 
Godhead, chat without it Creature could require, nor any 
Creature * them to another, 

n 


thro' Faith in de Name ; and well 


To Fad Jn him f muſt ada Avast and Worſhip, Which. 
Men and Angels too are commanded to pay him. | 
It cannot be deny'd, but that Prayers directed immediately 


and MI mate) co him are As of Divine Worſhip : St. Stephen 
did fo, Lord 10 w receive my Sphit : And the Apoſtles not only 
% to him? but did it in the Form of Ble in Ms Name, 
Meh in af Nations in aft Timey has been done ohly in the 
Name of ſuch i they efteem'd Gods And a Cr. xl. 14. The 
#hly Ghoſt alſo is added ( whieh is the Form now ud in our 
at with you Reaſon 1 for our Saviour has com- 
the Reiber, aud 
SW, an of ebe Holy Get? And this he requires them te teach 
all Nations,” And it St. Marh e. xvii 16, Mere is added vo this 
t eig, 1 bo ſax 
z dub de that belſevet h not ſhalt be damn : And Verſe 26, 
they went forth and preach'd, The Lord confirming the Word 
is Do&rine ) "with ant or Miracles, © Surely this 18 u ful 
videnee that ai Three Perfony are Ce bo Lek and ea St. Pal, 
, Cor. J. v. * 9, thanks Gee chat h e 1 
leſt any ay that he 
Baptifm 1 a Dedieation of us te G0. 


e if this may, nay muſt 
a yer the One be but 


a Creature, and the Ob ber the Orative of that Creature, 1 8 


- 1 how y #1 will exoufe your felf from the 'Fopiſh Superſtſtion 


of xddre g themſelves to inte and Angels, and imploring 
of them he Protection 1 Or even from Pagan 1a6/atry 1 for 
had their turela 


f he be leſs than 


dur be never ſo great and highty exalred, Arik 
Rev. &xI11, 9. See 


Soc, we muſt ſay as the Angel did to St. 
phone do it not, 
God himſelf hus ſail, e will not give bis 9655 fo another. - 

I know not how you will avoid this Difficulty, but b 75 
viſing your Proſelytes not to baptize their Children, till the 
Time comes (which in your Poſt t to the Biſhop of Lon- 
aun, you ſay you hope for) hat th L ſnäll' be a Reformation 

yy for then the Form of Baptiſm wy alter d 
too ; but in the mean Time tothe "go du add the Anadape 
it; and yet I believe moſt of hm are ſo good Chriſtians, 
as not to —_— dan lt ine their unn De 


Na K 4 J muſt 


At vii. 
39. 


of the Matthew 


XKKViil, 19. 


e int 1 own Name 2 Fer 


r Deiries, which yer the aid not eſteem 
| - r Supreme God For let the Nature and Dignity y of our &vi- 


Lam thy Fel- Servant —— worſhip Co; for 


p. 37. 


end in Heaven, the Fat 


Confidence peremptorily a 
© againſt the Word Created tit: Athanaſius y nor any one aſſerted 


And have you never ſeen Biſhop Bull's incomparable Book 
they arg Aga 


© cred or Primitive, that. you 


© latter Days of Athanaſius bim 
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t muſt not eme, 1 ohn v. J. There 


| 7. Three thet dear Re. 
theſe Three are One, I know you have a very ſnert Anſwer to 


this Text, char it was Inferted by than as YOu now call 4. 


na ſiant. Bur this iy & Poine 1 ſhall leave to be argued by 
Learned Men i 'Tis enough for me tliat I find chis Text in m 
Bible z and that it was in this Epiſtle before the Time of 47 
ws for St. Cyprian (who liv'd about the Middle of the Third 
Century) in Syllables quotes ity and therefore tis incumbent 
on the Arians to prove it was inſerted ; and it requires ver 
ain and expreſs Proofs to deprive us of ſo long « Poſſel- 
n | | 8 I \ 
But jt iv aſtoniſhing , that you ſhould p. a9. with ſo great 
fer, that no one Perſon excepted 


that the Son way . uncreated / he did jt :* For your own 


Quotations convit you, at leaſt the Authors you have directed 


me to, have furnijſh'd me with many Inftances that confure 7 | 


by pat know that your Learned Friend Dr. Clark re)es the 

eſtimeny, of the Father ? And does nor Dr. Vaterland, in his 

admirable Tract give the Reaſon for it, we. 4 Becauſe be hnows 
DF. T | | 


"Tis no leſh aſtoniſhipg chat you ſhould venture to aſſert, that 
© for rhe Coeternity of this Spirit., or even his equal Antiquity 
with the Son, there is not One proper and diref# Teſtimony, Sa- 
d or | knw of, now cxtant in the Records of 
© the Chriſtian Church 3 till long after the. Council of Nice, in the 

hanafius dimpelf.' Experience has roo much 
confirm'd the malicious Man's Rule, . fortiter-calummniare,. aliquid 


hevebit + And, there can be no. Reaſon for ſuch bald poſitive 


Aſſertions, but qnly the Hope that ſome unwary Men may be 
thereby induced to think 3 may be ſome little Truth in 


them : For Men may be deceiv'd into ſuch Opinions, tho' no 


Arguments can be found ſufficient to convince them. 
or my part, I think. the Texts and Teſtimonies, which 


you have cited to prove the Holy Ghoſt created; made, and not 


eternal, (it the firſt were juſtly and; truly interpreted , and the 
latter .. b repreſented ) would be ſufficient to confute you. 
Bur 1 Mall new. e et 200 7 
Firſt That you haye miſerably mangled an miſre eſented 
the ſe W N as, you 9 Aut rieles 1 relating 
to the Sn: And that theſe very Authors, whom you have 


* 14 


taught me to conſult, do, in other Places, in moſſ expreſ 


Wards aſſert the Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt , as fully as' we pro- 
ſeſs to believe le: 8 


And then prove the ſame by plain renn of Scripture, 


67 | 


Hrſt, You cite TertyMiah adverſine Pram for faying, * I fuppaſe P. 5 3. 
0 the Spirit is dr no other Orighn , than ſro the . 
ie Sn /' Tertnlfian's Words are, u Spiritum non aliunde ; 
du quam d Patre per filiums | 
Origin might have been omitted in __ Tranflation, bur chat 


yu thought it would ſeem to your Reader to imply a Crea» 


that in TertyMian's Opinion the Proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt was 
from the Father, by (Oe) not and (%) the Son, as the Do- 
Arine of the Ortel Church is, and hav formerly been the Sub- 
Je& of a great Diſpute 1 But nevertheleſs , that this was not 
Tertullian's Opinion, will _= by what follows, Pp. 857, Ter- 
ut eſt Spiritus 4 Deo & Flſe : The Third is the Spirit from 
God (che Father) and the Son. 

But to your Quotarion, I further a = | 

Tertulllan was anſwering an Obje&ion, chat Three Perſons in Adv.Prax, 
the Godhead deſtroy d the Monarchy of the Delry : © No, ſays p. 843. 
* Tertullian, () for the Monarchy is to be underſtood to be then 
* ſubverted, when another Dominion of its own Condition and 
« proper State, and therefore emulous , is ſuperinduced wn 
% when another God is brought in, or there are many Gods mnmcmae 
Nut I, who deduce the Son, non aliunde , from no other than 
the Subſtance of the Father , how can I be (aid to deſtroy the 
* Minarchy ? And fo ir muſt be ſaid in the Third Degree, be- 
© cauſe I think the Holy Spirit is non allundè, from no other than 
© from the Father by the Son; as he had aid a little before, 
(fr) How can God ſeem to ſuffer any Diuiſion or Diſperſion in 
© the Son and Holy Ghoſt , who hold the Second and Third Rank 
© Partakers COR of the Subſtance of the Father; as he 
had ſaid, p. 844. (againſt thoſe who believ'd God to be One, no 
otherwiſe than as if the ſame Hypoſtaſis or Perſon were Father, 
and Sn, and Holy Ghoſt) (I) as it One might not be A m_ 

! 3 | 0 ay 


—— „ —_ _y 


| (4) Everſio monarchiæ illa eſt tibi intelligenda cùm alia 
Dominatio ſuæ conditionis & proprii ſtatus & per hoc æmula 
ſuperinducitur; chm alius Deus infertur adverſus Creatorem, 

eunc male chm mop ſecundum Valentinos & Prod co 
Carerdm qui Filium non aliunde deduco fed de ſubſtantid Pa- 
tris — =_ poſſum de fide deſtruere monar- 
chm Hoc mihi & in Tertium gradum dictum fit, quia 

Spirirum non allundè puto qudm A Patre per Filium. 

(*) Quale eft ut Deus divifionem & diſperſionem pati videa« 
tur in Filio & in Spirieu SanQo ſecundum & tercium ſorticis lo- 
cum tam conſortibus ſubſtantiz Parris, | . 
. Dum unicum Deum non alids putat credendum quam fi 
ipſum eundemq; & Patrem & Filium & Spiritum Sanctum di- 

| cats 


The moſt that can fairly be inferr'd from thi 170 is, 


T. 35. 


+ Your Quotation out of Origen Comment on St. Folm, p. 36. 


© 2k 


"© way alſo, fo long as 4 are of One, vie. by the Unſty of 


* Subſtance, And the Divine Oeconomy diſpoſes this Unity in- 
to Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft , Three, not in (ſtatu) 
condition, bur Degree ( or Order ;.) not in Suhffance, but in 


© Firm, &. Which, p. 843. he repeats, ſpeaking of the Fa- 


ther and the Sn, () not Two Gods, but as Father and Son 
* Two z not by any Separation of Subſtance, but by Diſpoſition 1 
* for we aſſert the n to be wndivided and inſeparate from the 


A Bither, And p. 847, () We ſay the Syn proceeds by Prola- 


tion from the Father, but is nor ſeparated from him. The n- 
* ther, Sin, and Holy Ghoſt are inſeparate from each other. 
And 5. 849, Vbique tenco unam ſubſtantiam in tribus coberentl- 


ur. 


is moſt ſtrangely repreſented , for upon the Text in St. ohn, 
that all Things were made by the Word , he ſtates Three Opini- 
ons; not that any of them were given as his own, but as in the 
Perfon of other; and the Conclufion , which may ſeem to be 
his Opinion, you have perverted by your Tranſlation. » 
The firſt of theſe Opinians is , that * whoever ſays that the 
© Holy Spirit is 4 Being made, and allows this Text in St. John, 
it of Neceſſity allow, that he was made by the Word, and 
+ by Conſequence (here you make a N. B.) the Word was 
© moe ancient than He. e of 
Now all this is certainly true, if the Holy Spirit be a Being 
made; but this wants to be prov'd, nor is it Origen's Aﬀertion 1 
gnd tlie Conſequenice, that, in that Caſe , the Word is more 
ancient than Me, is alſo certain and obvious without your N. F. 
Which ſhews indeed your own Opinion , but not Origen's, tho 
perhaps you inferted it to induce the Reader to think fo, ' 


Ihe Second Opinion is, That whoever will not admit the Ho- 


© ly Spirit te be made by Chriſt, _ by Conſequence ſay that be 
t js Utibegotten, f be judges what Is ſaid in ( not they ar you 
render it generally, but) elis Goſpel ( viz this Text in St. John) 


* to be te, 


1 Þ' + 4 


** . 2 


dat quaſi nan (ie quoq; unus fir omnia, dum ex uno omnla per 
lubſtantia 1c, Unitarem; & nihileminus cuſtodiarur /e 
ſacramentum qua unitatem in Trinieatem diſponir, tres diri- 
gens Patrem & Filium & Spfitieum Sanctum, tres autem non 
ſtatu ſed gradu, nec ſubſtanrifi ſed forma, &. 1 
(t) Dii non duo, ſed qua pater & Filius duo, non ex ſepa - 
ratione ſubſtantiæ ſed ex diſpoſitione, ind ividuum & infepera- 
tum Filium à Patre pronunciamus. | e 
() Prolarum dicimus Filium A Patre, ſed non feperatum, 
e ab alterutro Patrem, Filium & Spiritum Sanctum 
Teſtor. A 5 „ 


Here 


ſhall both a 


{ 69 1 


ſtep, a4; 1 were, th give un our Choice ef theſe 


700 0 nions ; know pt ay 8 t chat the Aly 
Siris is a neces yy eeding from the 
aeg Fat on £9 wy * ufo by being begotten 
of the. Father ). 6. ve 0 on 10 85 chat Unbegotten iy (aid 

Halen, of the ath 11 a Conſequence of this our 


_ both ſhall diſallow this 


@rine 
ſecyd Op) inn un Ma wen you will change the Term Vabegotten ta 


99 e Rt, lfd.) we muſt agree with you in 


0 
3150 you Me omtiied; the 7hivd Opinion, which is of one 
who aſſerts, () * That there Is no proper, peculiar Eſſence (Joa 
0 N ) of the Holy Spiri afferent from the Father and the 


y guild be mean Inft Perſonality, 
ory 4 Ack Ir Nee l N Io, _ 


Or en too, 


ut if % delay be naket 10 1 have render'd ie, (and it — 


rly ſignifies ) for 
472 ality of 1 1 ; — u aſſerted : Then the Text, Mat. 
2. is cited, that Blaſphemy againit the Son ſhall be forgiven, 
aint the Holy Fo ſhall not be forgiven z as it is allo ci» 
=% Pamphiluc's Apology , Y. 674. with this Expreſſion of 
Ad mitation, (4) 0, how great is the Majeſty of the Aly 


Spirit, 


Then immediately after this Text in St, Matthew, follows the 
laſt Part of 
and pervertin 


ſet down in diſtinct Columns. 


lag © of ty 1 wi 


In your Tranſlation. As in the GRE E x. 


ir who are perſuaded, that (t) We therefore who are 
the Father, Son, and Holy | faded, thet there are — 
wn are 100 _ Perforn or Subſiſtenees, Father, 


Son, 


{ 


by : PLL © hg ww do = Shah 
5 125 27 — mk us vos mlveu Ty av . ,,! eau 
2 9 4 i 


a) Qui ergo non obſtupeſear quanta "Majeſtas fir Spiritüs 


| ; | ity; 189 x 
a0 "he A 75 Fa Wade * Iven, . 4 
a 1 * 45% ua Ny ) 4 roy undd ee TH 


h which for the ſtrange Tranſlation 


m{doyres os * „9 danse ae? 70 
— Ne Ty AGY8 Mod r, To 4700 el ua aD 70 


e H q den mVTu) \av d muess he, N * 


mph. 
Subſtance or Eſſence, then here the Con- p. 288 5 


— —_— — — — — 


2 n 
* — — — 


things are ſaid to be made b 


Author, in which it is nor. | 


1. 


and dh believe there is nlhing | Son, and Ghoſt, and d 
unbegotren but the Farher ; 1 believe . 4 is A un- 


admit this Notion as agreeable to] begotren but the Father, or tha# 


Piety and Truth, that when all | is different from #he Father; 
1 do admit as pions and true, (all 
the Word; the Holy Spirit is | Things being made by the Word) 
the moſt honourable, and Firſt | that the Holy Gheft is more ho- 
in Order of thoſe Beings which  nourable then all Things, and 
the Father made by Chriſt. in Order or Station, than all 
EE: | Things made by the Father by 


i Chr ſt. 


Beſides other Faults in your Tranſlation, I muſt take notice 


that you turn 7puwrreyy into 2 er moſt honourable, in 


ſpighr of your Grammar, and inſert Firſt in ſpight of your 
The Import of this Paſſage ſeems to be this: That there are 
Three diſtin Perſons or Subſiſtences, (not Subſtances) viz. Toe 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghaſt; and tho it be true, that 
there is nothing unbegotten but the Father, and that all. Things 
were made by him; yet 'tis true too, 'thar the Holy Ghoſt; who 
is One of thoſe Three Perfons, is more honourable than all Made 
or Created Beings, and is in Rank and Station above, or more 
- » wa chan all Things made ) the Father, by or thro 
But-whatever Doubt there may be of Origen's Opinion or 
Expreſſions in this Paſſage, the Account which Pamphilus gives 
of him is full and clear, and ſets forth Origen's Sentiments of 
the Holy Spirit in Terms indiſputable. 


. * 


(i) P. 760. Origen ſays, he could not find one Word in the 
« Seriptures, by whicir the Holy Ghoſt could be ſaid to be a Crea- 
ture; and yet, of all the Fathers, none were better, ſcarce 
ſo well, vers'd in the Scripcures as Origen 

(N) P. 764. He ſays, * That Baptiſm was not compleat, but by 
© the Authority of the Trinity, that is, by the Naming of tbe Fa- 
© ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; and, particularly, that the Name of 
< the Holy Ghoſt muſt be join d with the Father and Sm. 5 


_ F CI 


— 


(:) Veruntamen uſq; ad preſens nullum ſermonem in Scrip- 
turis ſanQis invenire potuimus, per quem Spiritus Sanctus Crea - 
tura eſſe diceretur. . 

k) Salutare baptiſmum non niſi excellentiffime Trinireris 
authoritate ; J. e. Patris & Fili, & Spirits Sancti eognomine- 
tione compleatur, & innato Deo & unigenito ejus Filto, nomen 
quoqz Spiritas Sancti copuletur. - ng 


. 783. 


"oY 
5 o 


. 


. Ll * — „ 


r , af = SR, 5 4 
. ” o — .” 
— 


like 


the Scriptures afford us. 
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( P. 76s, He makes the 'Omniſcience of the Holy Spirit 4 
Proof of his Divinity, ſaying, $ That as the Father and the Son 
And the Beginnings and.Ends of all Things, ſo alſo does the Holy 
Spirit; which it is 1 for a Creature to . | 

I have in'a former Place taken notice of your Quotation, 
N 35. of Irenaus, that the Text in Geneſis, Les us make, &c, 
was ſpoke to the Holy Ghoft,' ab well as to the Sn ; and you 
have" alſo cited him — the 8th of the Proverbs to the 
Hol) Spiris; and then, notwichſtanding your Notion of the 
Creation of the Holy Gbuſt: by the Sn, if the Son was created the 
Beginning of his Ways, and the Holy Ghoſt was alſo created the 
1 his Ways, then there are Two Beginnings. 
-..'And tho' I have alto quoted Athenagoras before, I muſt once 
more mention what he ſays, viz. * The Holy Ghoſt is the Efllux 
t of God, 'flowing from and reflected back to him, as the Rays 
* of che Sun. Who then would not wonder, that they ſhould 
© be call'd Atheifts, who — God the Father, God che 
«* Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, ſhewing both their Fower in Unity, and 
„e Ondr dl) e e 
And now. ſurely I may venture to contradict you, and ſay, 
that there are. ſome proper and direct Primitiye Teſtimonies for 
tlie equal Ahtiquity of che Ably:Ghoſt with che Sa, nay, and for 
his Coterũity . For Athenagoras and Trenæus liv d in the Second 
Century; Tertullian, Origen and Pamphilus in the Third, long 
before: Arius'broach'd his Hereſy, or Athana ſius had Occafion to 
aſſert dur Faith in Oppaſition to it; ſo that you muſt blor theſe 
out of your Catalogue, p. 29. of the Defenders of your Do- 
Grige, «ad the reſt too, if your Quotations out of them be 


e which I have examin'd ; and I have a Right to 


conclude they are no bettet, till theſe are juſtify'd to be true 


and fair; which, I am confident, is impoſſible to be done, 


| I ſhall now mention ſome of che Sacred Teſtimonies, which 


I have already taken notice of the Ferm of Bleſſing in the 
Name of: the Holy Ghoſt, as well as of che Father and of the 
Son ; and that we are in like Manner t be baptiz'd ; and of 
the Inference Origen makes from the Omnijcience of the Holy 
Spirit. And St. Faul ſays, 1 Cor. c. ii. v. 10. The Spiritſearch- 
© erh the deep Things of God; and v. 11. The Things of God 
© Ahnoweth no Man, but the Spirit of God. 

So 1 Cor. xii. St. Paul reckons up the ſeveral Gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, in che 5th, Sch, pth, toth, Itch Verſes, and in the 28th 


WAN 4 _ 


"Oui; 


(J) Sicue Pater novit initin omnium qua ſunt & tines, tic & 


Filius fic & Spiritus Sanctus ſeiat id; quod impoſſibile eſt onini 
Creaturæ cognoſcere. | . 
1 : 


— 2 — 
— — — — ——— or te 
* » 
4 
. 


of London, 


Mak, iv, 6, 


_ 
— —— — 
* 
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he aſcribes them all to God; and a8 he ſays in the 4th Verſe, 
Here are Djver/ities of Gifts, but the ſame Spitit: So in the 
4th and sth Verſes he ſays, * It is the ſame Lord, the ſame 
God which worketh all in all. 
Rom. ix. 1. St. Paut calls the : Holy Ghoſt to witneſs : This is, 
ſwearing by him, which is appealing to him as. knowing © 
Hearts, which Cod only does. TI: the Lord ſearch the Heart, 1 


Fry the Reins, Jer, xvii. 10. And tis an Act of Advration due 


only to Almighty Go; and therefore: our! Saviour . forbids 
us to ſwear even by Heaven, tho! it be tba Throne, of God, 
ae. nee eee ne eee Anina 
Aﬀs v. 3. St. Peter tells Anunint; He bad lied to, the Holy 
Ghoſt 4 and v. 4. he ſays, char [by.ſo. doing, het had. lied un- 
RRR . Fer e e l el 19G 5101 
Ads Rili. a. The Holy Ghoſt ſaid,! Separate me Barnabas and 
San; and v. 4. they being iſenr-forttly preached, : v. g. ithe 
Mera of e ooo mts oder ee e e 24 ? 
Pa e me Ri B \\) * 5 bers; W. 8 


Theſe may be ſufficient to ſhew, that there aer Sactal Tefti» 
monies ald afferting the Godhend of rhavibly Ut. 
And therefore ler me expoſtulaze with:gauy, Why vou never 
malte him the tire& Object of aD lat a For if he 
be God 1 if he deſtowt un All other Gifts and Graces, by 
which we dre enabled to 3 to O, oh is (evident 
both by Sacred and Primitive Teſtimoniet, all AR of Adoras 
tion are due to him; and, 4% Dominemy I may fay, you e | 
cially ſhould net deny this to him z becauſe in the Doxologien, 
which you quote, you allow this A# of Divine WorſWþ to be 
id to Chet, tho" you make him but @ CYeatare 3 Which, if 
we a Creature, ought not to de =_u to him, g 
There ein be nn doubt, bus that the Daxologies in the Sctip» 
ture may be piouſly ud by any — Chriſtian ; God forbid, 
that they ſhould: be call'd Arian t But if they, We deny the 
Divinity of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and of the Aly. uſe 
theſe Doxo!logies in Oppoſition to the Divinity of Chriſt and the 
Aly Ghaft, and as a Declaration of their Denial of it; then the 
are Aylant, of — (1 know not what, for you call be 
Ariane and — ereticks) Which is net Chriftian, by 
wreſting and abufing theſe Seriptures' to a Purpoſe very dicke 
rent {rom che Bottrine therein enpreſbly afferted and dellver' d 
ro us. The Deyll queted te our Savieur the Serlpture exaRtly 
in $yllables z but in the Appliearion and Uſe he made ef it, 
he — fill a Devil, a Temprer, and à Liar, as much as from the 
_ Beginning, _ 1 | 
Now wherever may be that Syn againſt the Holy Obst, which 
our Saviour ſays (hall never be forgiven, ſurely dewing that 
Holy Spirit, reducing this Third perſon in che Bleſſed Trinity to 
a Creature, and that of a Creature; and doing this deſpight to 
the Spirit of Grace, muſt moſt of all be a Sin againſt Am: __n 
Rn "6 | tho 


| [73] 
rſe, tho there be a Sin unto Death, for which St. John will not ſay 1 John v. 
thac we ſhall pray, 8 T will hope you are not 10 16. 
me harden'd in it, but that „ou will find Place for Repentance, and Heb, xii. 

] 2 Way to change your, Mind, z and, in order to it, will ſcek ie 19, 
— y with Teurs; and therefore ( tho“ you. value not Ana- Miel avòteg 
thema's, p. 41.) acbept of my Prayers, that hr Holy Ghoſt, W. 
that Paraclet, that. Advocate, who maketh Interceſſion for us, with Rom. viii. 
Greanings Which rann be utter d, — his Grace to ſee 26. 
yout Error, and to repaty hy a Publick Recantation (as much 

a in von lies). that Scandal; which you have:given ro all true 
Chriſtians by ſo wnwarranted and blaſphemons a Doctrine. 

thilw auto 200 aro. 079% 053} vic a9 outs ne bak h 

1 mould nom, accarding o your Method, ſum up the Evis 
deace on both Sides 4 but Sh 


en I conſidet how few Texts f 


and deri ptu re — cited, and how ſtrangely you have miſt» 

the conſtrugmu NR apply them; and how you * your 

4 Teſtimonies, by leaving d and purting\in whatſoever ſuited 

25 pour Purpoſe ; I may very juſtly ſay, us you do, p. 37. it js 

li. neceſſary to dude phe: nager wo-Heads f for you may be 

. | | fi to have made Ryidence, but to have producen none : .So.thar. - 
f renounc int your firſt Faith, into which you were baptißd, be 


#'Falling away, and thet be a Ouicifying #be Son of Gad afreſh, I Heb, i. 6. 

n cannot ſay for the ſame Keaton, for which ” fold q 
our pray d for them, who actually did crucify him, #ather, Luk. xxilfs 
forgive them, for they Know not what they as. | 4. 
On the other news if the Texts and Prophectes in the Old Ty. Joh, v. 39. 
Mament, which teſtify of tue reſſt a, and what he was to be L 

and if the Opinion and Expedtation of the Fews founded theres 

upon be of any Value : 1 

If Revelations from Heaven, the Voice of Cod the Father bears 

ing Witnels of him, the Aly Spirit of 1 the A0 ertlont of 

our Fawlenr Hef, and the Writings of the inſÞir'd Apoſtles, 

| ＋ 1 5 Syeeeſſhrs, to the Time of A7, are efficient Evidence 

wth 1 3 

:M If Miracles, ſuch 48 #6 Man ever did, Wrought by bis own: 

Power, and in % own Name, faifin _ from the Dead, u. 

thoritatively forgiving Sins, giving the Ghoſt and Brernad, 

Life, receiving and requiring from add Men Adoration, and Wore 

3 and Honour, #6 leſs than What is paid t6 the Father, are as 

Y — Proefi of his Divinity, as they are of Omnipotency, which 

take te be [ynonymoug. ; | | oy 

Then the Autor and Finiſber of gur Faith, the Lord Jeſur, is 
eternally God, the God of our Salvation ; and we muſt with joyfub 
Lips praiſe him, and fay, Before thou bad'ſt farm'd the World, Plal. xe. 8. 


— from Everlaſting to Everlaſting then art God, 

ro | And no leſs is the Holy Spirit z for which the Authorities and 
to | Proofs have been but ſo liitle before mention d, that I need not 
— repeat them. 2 4 l Ts 


—— — - 2 pay” — — — — — — 4 


—— 


Acts xx. 
V. 29, 30. 


- Tim. ili. 
Rom, xiv 


1 
a pet. il. 


John «vi. 
71 
xlv. 26, 


Jer. xxxi. 


Fog oF 

eb. viii. 
| 

2 Tim, iii. 
_ 
2 Tim. iii. 
15. 


Acts xxiv. 
20. 


Kringe, as the Apoſtles did that, which they d, 


This is che Faith which has been deliver'd to the Saints ; this 
has been profeſs'd and taught for 300 Years after Chrift, ( us the 
incomparable Biſhop Bull hath irrefragebly/ prov'd ;) This is 
what hath been cir by their Miractes, and /eal'd wich 
their Blood , and alſs of their Sreteffors, in O on co 4 
rius and his Diſciples 4. and in Spighe of che and 
indeed more barbarous Perſecution' than ever was ſu rd un- 
der the moſt crue/ and inbuman Heathens, This Seed of the Church 


| Haz brought forth Frai# for theſe 1300 Mart from that Time: 


In all which long Time, have there been tio learned, no 
ous, unbiaſs'd Men in the Chriſtian Church, in no Part of 
World, to reſcue our Holy Religion from che Errors, which 
you now impute to it ? Were they all, i all theſe A 
corrupt and become abominable ? Was there none that won 
do ſo great good ; tw, not one ? This it u very deruy (think 
whether it be not alſo à very errgant) Chatge : Think whe- 
ther againſt fuch a Cloud bf Witneſſes, a Min may not be 
ſuſpected to he wiſe in bis mn Coliceit z eſpecially ſince one 
Apoſtle has told us, that grievour'Wolveys will enter in, not 
ſparing the Flock 8 doch ſurely the Ariane have prov'd, 
— _ more — at firſt — Gnoſtichs )': And Bene 
ariſe, perverſe i, to draw away Diſci | 
after them; ſuch as ſilly n Men weak in Faith : And 
another Apoſtle las foretold, that there ſhall be falſe Teachers, 
who ſhall privily (I wiſh I had no Occaſion now to add Openly ) 
bring in damnable Hereſier, (I am ſorry to reckon you amon 
them, as I muſt by the Deſcription which the ſame Apoſt 
gives of them, vlc.) even denying the Lord that bdught them. 
And unleſt that Holy Ghoſt, who was ſent from Heaven to /ead 
and guide us into all Truth, and to teach ws all Things, has taught. 
ou to deny himſelf; and that you can Evidence your | 
and we d 
profeſi, by che miraculous Gifts of that Holy Ghoſt z you muſb 


excuſe me, and Mankind will excuſe themſelves from ſubmiteing 


to your Authority, and peremptory, Ill. zrounded Aſſertions, in Con- 
trad iction of thoſe Apgiles, who, we both agree, did write as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. . | 
And tho' ir be one great Bleſſing and Privilege of the 
Kingdom of the Meſſiah, foretold by the Prophes, and repeat- 
ed by St. Paul, that all ſhall know the Lord, from the leaſt to 
the greateſt; and the Scriptures were written for this Pur« 
poſe, and are profitable for Inſtruction; and are able to make 
u, and even Children (for literally Timothy, to whom it is 
ſaid, had . known them from a Child) wiſe unto Salvation; yet 
they muſt be forbid to all: Proteſtants, as well as Papifts, 
who are not fo learned and cunning Interpreters of them as 
your ſelf and your Friends, leſt chey ſhould be led by them 
into that Faith and Worſbip of their Fathers, which Tou call He 
b 
A | oy 


[75]. 
That when Almighty God dictated the firſt Chagins of Geneſis 
to Moſes, and came to the 26th Verſe, Let Us make Man 

Moſes was ſtartled, and pray'd him to alter that Expreſſion, le 
ic might be it rþreted of a Plurality of Gods ; but was anſwer- 
ed, Write as I command you: So I fancy if you had been the 
Amanuenſis to the Apoſtles, you would have propos d to them 
to alter thoſe apy and inſpir'd Writings, which fo expreſſly aſ- 
ſert the Divinity of the Son and Holy Ghoſt ; and they would have 
anſwered you, as God did Moſes, or as St. Paul tells the Corin= \ 
thians in the Caſe of the Lord's-Supper, What I deliver to you I 1 Cor. xi. 
' received 2 the Lord; and as he tel 1 * Epheſians, J. myſt not 23. 
hun to declare unto you all the Counſel of ; for there will ariſe Acts xx. 
Men ſpeaking perverſe Things, &c. and other Foundation can no v. 27. 
Man lay, than what is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt. * 30. | 
To conclude : Faſth, ſays the Apoſtle, is the Evidence of 11+ 
Things not ſeen, not to be judg'd by our Senſe or ſhallow Reg- Hebs xl. 1+ 
ſoning grounded _=_ it: Hardly do we gueſs aright at Things Wiſd. ix. 
that ave upon Earth, but the Things that are in Heaven, who hath 16. 
ſearched out? For the more thou 12 the more thou ſhalt mar- 2 Eſdr. iv. 
vel, at the infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God in viſiting his 26. 
Creatures, till we come #0 ſee him as he is, and to In him even 1 John iii. 
at we are known. | | 2. 
I pray God to A 1 your Eyes, that you may know-ar 1 Cor. xlil. 
leaſt in this your Day ide Things which belong to your Peace: And 12. | 
God grant that we may meer in Communion with the Church Luke xix, 
of God here, and with the Saints hereafter ; That beginning 42. 
our Praiſes upon Earth, we may be admitted to Join with the Eph. i 16. 
heavenly Choly in eternal Allelulahs, to the Glory of God the Fu- 
ther, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, One God, Bleſſed A 
vp: 


Ever, This is the ſureſt Mark, I can give you, of Friend 


And that 
I an, 
= Tur Humble Servant; 
Burley, 1 50 


NOTTINGHAM. 


POST- 


. 38, 


POSTSCRIPT: 


HERE are ſome Things in your Letter relating to 

this Controverſy, but not properly the Subject of it, 

which have not taken notice of in the foregoing Letter, 

though they ſeem more 3 addreſy'd to me than all che 

reſt; and therefore I will now tell you What you may expect 
from me concerning them, „ bn 

You with that I may be a happy Means of bringing all the 


parts of our * old genuine Chriſtianity to ſuch a fair, open and 


21 2 Kxamination, as you have propos d. 

If you mean, as you ought, that Method, which in all Ages 

has been the Practice of the Church in determining Contro- 

ver ſiet, I heartily concur with you, and we have in our hap- 
y Conſtitution that Method eftabliſh'd by Law : The Convocation 

hy a Part of the Parliament, and as of Right ir muſt be ſum- 

mon'd with the Parliament; ſo that Summons will be rendred 


inſignificant and nugatory, if they are nor 9 gut to ſit and 


att in taking Care of that Flock of Chriſt, of which the Holy 
Ghoſt has made them Overſeers, and which the Laws of the 
Land have committed to them; eſpecially at a Time when the 
Doftrines of our moſt hol _ and the Apoſtolical Inſtitution 
of the Government of our Church, are ſo virulently attack'd, and 
in ſo open and inſolent a Manner, mY 
It was the Advice of Meran to Auguſte, never to ſuffer 
any Innovation in Religion ; becauſe the Peace of the State de- 
nded upon it: That Prince had peace in all the World; 
47 what Diſturbances, what Miſeries, Innovations in Religion 
have caus'd in this Nation, the Hiſtory of the /aſt Age informs 
us ſufficiently z and how fatal the Freud, and Animoſities, oeca- 


' Gon'd by the Pretenders to Religion, in this may be, no Man can 


foretel, every good Man fears, ; 

Now whatever ill Uſe has been made of the Text for ſuffer. 
ing the Tares, which were ſown by the Enemy, 10 grow up with the 
Wheat, yet ſurely we are not to lay our ſelves to ſleep on pure 
poſe to give ghe Enemy an Opporgyaity to ſow them. The __ 

1 * reFgog 


7. 


— 


ing to 
off ir, 


Letter, 
all the 
expect 


ill the 
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Ages 


Lontro- 
r hap- 
cation 
gſum- 
nd red 
„and 
Holy 
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_ deed for the Kin 


_ profeſy' 


may eaſily conclude, what my Opinion wil 
mand of an open To/eration : If the Lord Feſus be a Creature, 
and you worſhip him, tis Taolatry; If he be God, and you 


thence a Refaliation, but ſurely tis a prudent, and, 


1 771 


reckon they are forbid even by the Law of Moſes to revile the 


Gods of other Nations, which were no God: But that the Son 
of God, whom we, and all Chriſtendom, adore as the God of our 
Salvation, ſhould be revil'z, trampled upon, and put to open Shame 


thoſe of our own Wation, in Contempt of the Laws of the 


Land as well as of God, uncontroul d, without any Animadverſion, 


without giving the proper Champions of our Faith an Oppor- 
tunity to refute and reclaim them from their Errors, is ſo unac- 
countable a Proceeding both in Prudence and Religion, that I 
will hope a ſpeedy Remedy will be apply'd tot; and that 
thoſe, who are in Authority, will free themſelves not only from 


the Suſpicion, but from the real Guile too of being Partakers of 


other Men's Sint; for, qu non p_ cum poteſt, jubet: And 
therefore that they will adviſe his Majeſty to give the Fathers 
and Paſtors of our Church leave to of the for themſelves, and in- 


For Defender of the Faith is not an empty Ti- 
tle. The Defenſe of the Church of England, and the holy Religi- 
nit, is che Foundation of the Revolution, and of His 
Majeſly's Succeſſion to the Throne, And, after all our Experi- 
ments, this Church will be found to be, as was ſaid of the 


Sanctuary, The Excellency of our Strength, and indeed of all the Ezekiel 


Proteſtants in Europe z who, as much as they want our Support, Xxiv. at. 


will have little Reaſon to think we ſhall be much concern' 


for them, with whom, in ſome Polnts we — if we ſhew 


but little Zeal for our common Chriſtianity, 

Foes © | | | 
* what I have now ſaid, and in the foregoing Letter, you 
be of your De- 


n which we 


deny him, tis B/aſphe And what Puniſhment A/mighty 


God ordain'd for both cheſe Sorts of Offenders you know, What 
Texts have you to quote for an Exemption from thoſe Pe- 


nalties; or, at leaſt, ſuch as the Laws of the Land inflic ? 


What can we ſay in Conſcience for an Indulgence, and there- 


by, in ſome Meaſure, eſtabliſhing theſe Iniquities by a Law? 


When the Jews aſſaulted the Chriſtians, and were beaten * * J. e. By 
even before the Judgment-Seat, 'twas no ſmall Reproach to #he Greeks. 
| Galllo, that he cared for none of thoſe Things, Shall the States AQ xvili. 


of the Realm out-do that ſtupid Governor, and even countenance, L7+ 


nay authorize Aſſaults upon the Lord Feſws himſelf? Thus we 
. ſhould expoſe our ſelves to that ſevere Rebuke, Theſe are the Tech. Kiil. 
 Wannds, which I receivd in the Houſe of my Friends, ; 


But if this were not the Caſe, with what Face can Aran 
tk ſuch Favour from any who have ever read the Hiſtory 
of their Barbarities ? I might ſay, They have taught us a 
Leſſon againſt themſelves z bur I am far from inferr "g _ 

n this 


looſe Age, 4 neceſſary Caution, not to admit ſuch Enemies 
Ws : S232 Within 


WS 
within our Walls, nor make ie poſſible for them ever to be in 
in « Condition to proftife the like again. 
As for that wonderful Book, as you Call it, p. go: * The 4. 
© poſtolical Conſtitutions, by which yau would have the Doftrine, 
* Diſcipline, Government, Worſhip and Canons of the Church a» 
* mended ; of rather that it might be admlited _—_—y as an 
« Original Rule and Standard In theſe Matters ! 1 am not learned 
enough to argue from Authorities that This 1s not genuine; but 
I have fome Things againſt the Uſe To have made of it, and 
Which you deſire others and the whole Church of God to do too. 
p. 40, 41, You your ſelf ſay, p. 41. That you believe it to be genuine, 
and for the maln uncorrupt, I cannot well reconcile theſe. 
Two; For if there he any 4noawn Corruprions in it, then it is 
not genuine and Authentick ; or at leaſt it muſt be purg d of 
_ thoſe Corruptions, before it can be of any Authority : And how 
ſhall we diſtinguiſh them? I know you have a ſhort Rule for 
it, viz, Whareyer does not ſuit with your Opinion is corrupt; 
and by the ſame Reaſon, whatever does not ſuit with your Ad- 
verſaries Opinion, muſt be judg'd by them to be corrupt: And ar 
this Rate the whole muſt be laid aſide z and indeed it is very fit 
it ſhould be ſo, 2 3 9 
For how can This be a Rule and Standard, which muſt it ſelf 
be tryd by ſome other Rule, before it can in Reaſon be admit- 
Acts xx. ted to be f0? And if in the Scriptures the Whole Counſel of God 
- BI hath been made known to us; if, as in the 6th Article of our 
Church, they contain All Things neceſſary to Salvation; or, as 
2 Tim. iii. St. Paul ſays, are able to make us wiſe unto Salvation, What need 


15. have we to ſeek for another Rule? Or to heap to our felves 
2 Tim. iv. Teachers, having itching Ears ? For tis, as St. Paul tells us, an 
3 Evidence, that we will not endure ſound Doctrine. | 


But I will ſuppoſe your Quotations our of this Book, (for I 
have not compar'd them) are, nor like your other Quotations, 
but, in al! Reſpects, right and fair: Then if theſe are inconſi- 
ſtent with the avow'd Writings of the Apoſtles, as maſt certainly 
they are; Which of the Two ſhall a Man, that is to form his 
Faith, be guided by? Thoſe Writings, which are acknow- 
ledg'd by Both to be genuine, and written by Inſpiration ;, or 
thaje, which are controverted ? The Choice is Eaſy; and beſides 
the genuine Scriptures being firſt written, St. Paul ſays, tho an Þ 
Gal. i. 8. Angel from Heaven ſhould preach any other Goſpel than that which 
BY we have preach'd unto you, Let him be accurſed. 
But ſuppoſe you could anſwer every Obje&ion to this wonder- 
ful Book, (which I am confident you cannot as a Scholar; and 
iN ſure you cannot reconcile or maintain the Contradictions in 
it to the true Scriptures) I pray you to confider the Conſe- 
quence of it, and. the Miſchief you do to Religion by the At- 
tempt of it; for the genuine Scriptures and this Book cannot 
both be true; but if both be aſſerted and made out to be of equal 
Authority, the Conſequence muſt be (and wicked Men, 3 
| i Sl : Shs an 


46.4 fd 
of what he 0 muſt be falſe, and there can be no Reaſon or 
©bligation from him to 


So tha I may Juftly fay of this Book, as che Roman Prator 


ir felf fir to be difſolv'd, and therefore ſhould be burnt, as Thar 


to us; They ſpeak ſome Truth, but not the whole Truth: You 


[ 79 ! 


and Delſts will not fall to Infor) that we muſt believe gel- 
ther) for tho' one Part of a ContradiFlon muſt be true, yet a 
Witneſd, who affirms 60% Parts, is never Head, but is ſet 
aſi one In «lf Courts of the World z becauſe one Part 


believe one Pare of What he ſays more 
than the other! $6 chat if the 2 have really writ or al- 
ted beth the facred Be and the Conſtitutions, they muſt loſe 
all Credir of Inſpir d Writers, and conſequently you have fur» 
niſh'd a ſufflelent Argyment to, fer afjde all reveal'd Religion 7 


Filius did of That of the Laws of Numa Fumpiiius; which, Liv. I. 4. 
like This, was dug out of Rubbiſh ; rhat ir was firred only to : 
diſſolve all. Religion; or rather chax This forms a Religion that is 


was by rhe Senate, rarher than brought into the Canon of the 
Scriptyres, which we are ſure are the Word of God. : 
The Jeſuirs in China have form'd a new Goſpel, repreſenting 
our Saviour only in his moſt exalted Stare, Sar ay his Cruci- 
fxion: On the other Hand, you are depreſſing him into a 
Creature, not concealing, dur denying his Deity, They might have 
learnt a better Leſſon from St. Paul, of glorying only in thge 
Croſs of Chriſt; and St. John hath told Tou, that he who denies Gal. vi. 14. 


the Son is Antichriſt : They take away the Means of our Salvation, I John is. 
You take away the Power, by which he can beſtow and give it 22» 


deny the Truth, which, St. John ſays, is no leſs than making 1 John v. 
God a Liar, by nat believing the Record which God gave of his 10. 


Son. 4 


— _ 7 „„ 


5 EFrrat. in Quota. 
p. 19, Line 7. for Yet, read ve. 
P. 28. Line 5. for doxCfv Jo mu, read donfey may. 
—— Line 10. for & . read d & 
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BOO K S Printed for Edward Valentine: | | 


Tu E whole Works of Archbiſhop Tillotſon, containing thoſe 
Sermons printed in his Lifetime, and all his Poſthumous 


Volumes, Folic. 3 „ . 
The Works of Sir William Temple, Bart. To which is pre- 
fix d, Some Account of the Life and Writings of the Author. 
In Two Volumes, * 3 5 

A Paraphraſe and Comment upon the Epiſtles and Goſpels, 


ones, ſince publiſh'd by Dr. Barker, his Chaplain, In Three 


appointed to be uſed in the Church of England, on all Sundays 


and Holidays throughout the Year. Deſigned to excite Devo- 
tion, and to promote the Knowledge and Practice of ſincere 
Piety and Virtue. By George Stanhope, D. D. Dean of Canter- 
bury. In Four Volumes, 8 vo. | 785 = | 
The Conduct of Servants in Great Families: Conſiſting of 
Diſſertations upon ſeveral Paſſages of the Holy Scriptures, re- 
lating to the Office of a Servant; with Ejacularions upon the 


Subje&-Matrter of each Diſcourſe. To theſe are annex d, A 


Perſuaſive to a conſtant Atrendance at the Devotions of the 


Family, and at the Holy Communion : And an earneſt Exhor- 


tation to refrain from Swearing, Curſing and Drunkenneſs. 
Each of which Subjects are diſtinctly treated in ſeveral Cha 

ters. To which are added, Some Directions to regulate the 
Private Devotions of Servants z wich Prayers and Hymns for 


that Purpoſe. The whole is compos'd for the Eſpecial Uſe of 


Noblemen's and Gentlemen's Servants. Very proper to be gi- 
ven away to Servants. 1 20 CE | *—_ 
The Divinity of our Saviour proved, in an Eſſay on the 
Eternity of the Son of God. 5 : 
| Theſe Two by Thomas Seaton, M. A. Chaplain to the Right. 


Honourable Daniel Earl of Nottingham, and - Fellow of 
Clare-Hall in Cambridge, . 


Of the Law of Nature and Nations: In Eight Books. Writ. 
ten in Latin by Baron Puffendorf ; done into Engliſh, by Baſil 
Kennet, D. D. The Third Edition, Folio. . 
The Omniſcience of the Son of God, an undoubted Argu- 
ment of his Divinity: Being a Diſcourſe uſſon St. Mark xiil. 
32. I have yet many Things to ſay unto you, but ye cannot bear 


them now, John xvi. 12 
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BOOKS Privfed for Edward Valentine. 


Miſcellaneous, 'Diſcourſes relating to the Traditions of the 


Kriber and Phariſees in, Jeſus Chriſt's Time. In Two Volu 
- thority, and U 


niedining, 1. A Diſcourſe of the Nature, Au- 
ſefulneſs of the Miſna, 2. A Table and Con- 


| rents r all the Titles of che Miſna. 3. A Diſcourſe of the 


nic Titles, Shabbath and Ervin, in Hebrew and Eng 

Notes. To which. is prefix d, A Letter from Mr. Ockley, Pro- 
_ ca Arabick in Cambridge; occaſion d by his Peruſal of 

this Worrxk. WES: 


rena. Theſe Three by V. Wotton, D. D. 


Recital of the Sema, Phylacteries, the Schedules of Gates and 


Door - Poſts. 4. Texts relating to the Religious Obſervation of 


One Day in Seven; with Notes. Vol. II. — rn Miſ- 
iſh ; with 


Letter to Euſebia,  occaſion'd by Mr. Toland's Letters to Se- 


* 


Reflections upon Ancient and Modern Learning: To which is 


_ - added a Defence thereof, in Anſwer to the Objections of Sir 
. Temple, and others: With Obſervations on the Tale of a Tub, 


by V. Wotton, D. D. As alfo a Diſſertation upon the Epiſtles of 
Themiftecles, Socrates, and the Fables of Aſop.'By R. Bentley, D. D. 


The Third Edition, 8 u. 


An Account of Denmark; The Third Edition. 
A ſhort Narrative of the Life of Count Pat ul, a Nobleman 


of Livonia, who was broke alive upon the Wheel in Great Poland, 


k | 
* 
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i 


between Sir Francis Goodwyn and Sir John Forteſcue. : 


latio 
Mr. Cowper, (now Earl Cowper ) Marquis o 
Duke of Devonſhire, Mr. Harley, (now Earl of Oxford) Mr. Har- 
Court, (now Lord Harcourt.) Sir Peter King, (now Lord Chief- 


Pleas) Sir Gilb. Dolben, Sir H. Mackwort 
Maſter of the Rolls) Sir T. Fowis, Sir T. Littleton, 


Mr. Lowndes, Mr. Freeman, &c, on that Occaſion. 
Price 3s, 6 d. | 
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1707. Together wich the Manner of his Execution. Written by 
the Lutheran Mini ho aſſiſted him in his Laſt Hours. Faichli- 


fully W e butch Manuſeript, by L. A. Tbe 


the Houſe of Commons, in the Reign of K. James I. in the Caſe 


in January, 1704. concerning ſome Proceedings in Law, in re- 
n to an Election at Ailsbury : Contonng the Speeches of 


Hartington, ( now 


Ma 42 and bite; or, The Debates of the Houſe of Commons 
a 


Juſtice of the Common-Hleas) Sir Edward Seymour, Sir Chriſtopher 
Muſgrave, Mr. Dormer, (now one of the Ju of the Common 


Sir 7. Feil, 
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aphia- Anglicans Neva 3 or, A Dictionary interpret- 


d Words of whatever Language, as are at pre- 


ſent us d in the Engliſh Tongue; With their Etymologies, De- 
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fini tions, 
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8 in Relation to the Ailsbury-Men, com- 
mitted by the Houſe of Commons; and the Report of the 

"Lords Journal, and Reports of the Conferences, and of a Free 
Conference: Together with what ſtands upon the Journal of 


Odavo. 
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A Compleat Collection of State · FTryals, und Proceed! 
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